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Abstract:
	
	The current study explores Metaverse adoption among higher education institutions in the light of a theoretical framework to empower future perspectives of the Metaverse as a learning platform. Few attempts have been made to assess the impact of this technology despite its recent launch in the higher education sector. This study considers integrating the technology acceptance model (TAM) and self-determination theory (SDT) to investigate the factors influencing the continuous intention to use the Metaverse as a learning platform. In order to collect the data on the suggested model, a questionnaire was devised and administered to private university students. The effect of continuous intention (CI) to use the Metaverse as a learning platform is investigated using a hybrid approach consisting of partial least squares structural equation modeling (PLS-SEM) as symmetric assumptions and a fuzzy-set qualitative comparative analysis (fsQCA) method as asymmetric configurations. This method is designed to give a deeper understanding of the complicated relationships between the model’s antecedents and its targeted output. It takes into account how diverse configurations of exogenous constructs utilize a distinguished influence on an endogenous construct. The empirical evidence suggested that autonomy and perceived usefulness (PU) are significant factors in elucidating the CI to use the Metaverse as a learning platform in the Egyptian context. Perceived ease of use (PEOU), on the other hand, had no effect on the CI. In addition, theoretical and practical ramifications are addressed. From the configurational analysis, research findings indicate that none of the conditions alone is sufficient to explain a high level of Metaverse CI on their own. Instead, the study found three different configurations leading to an improved CI. This research was carried out in Egypt and hence added a piece of empirical evidence regarding the Metaverse as a learning platform in a developing country. Also, conclusions and suggestions for further study and practice are provided.
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