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Abstract

This report is about my internship at New Age, an English daily newspaper in Dhaka that is

well-known for its independent and critical journalism.

During the time of my internship, | learned a lot of new things like translating, writing news
reports, writing feature reports and editing. While I was working with professional reporters, |
got to know better how the newsroom worked in the reality with authenticity and neutrality.

The journey of my internship helped me to improved my view of thinking about matters and
communication skills in different situations. Moreover, the journey improved my capacity to

analyze information and also my critical thinking about feature stories.

The report highlights my whole experience, like what I did during the internship, what my role
and contribution was to work, and some interesting things that happened while | was working

at New Age.
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Chapter One

Introduction

Since childhood, I have been very interested in learning and exploring new things. My interest
came mainly from my grandfather, father and uncle because all three of them were involved in
three types of work. My father was a chief photojournalist then for The News Today, besides
he did electrical work because he loved it. I not only learned electrical work from my father,

but 1 also learned photo editing and even the habit of reading newspaper.

My father kept the English newspaper The News Today regularly. So, from then | have
developed an obsession with reading newspaper. In the beginning, the journey of reading
newspaper was not easy at all. There were many new words used which | do not know. But my
father encouraged me that if | struggle to understand anything, | should feel free to ask him.
Later, I tried to learn them and | am able to learn about many new things.

When | got admitted to university in the department of English, my journey was not smoother
because my HSC exams in 2020 got canceled due to COVID-19. Another thing was | came
from Bengali medium and the interesting fact that the university took all the activities in

English.

My interest in journalism rose when | did a course on Introduction to Journalism in one
semester. It gave me so many ideas about newspapers and even different ways of writing. |
thought it was the best way to enhance my abilities like thinking, writing and speaking. Even

| will overcome the fear | have and be able to present myself.

Then I discussed my interest with my father and he was very happy to hear it. He acknowledged
me and that push really worked. | tried to analyze more to know about everything. In the last
semester, my university gave me the chance to intern anywhere | was interest in, but it would
be a related field. So, I took the decision to work in an English newspaper. Later, | interviewed

for New Age, which is one of leading newspaper in Bangladesh.

The deputy editor, Farid Ahmed took the interview and gave me the chance to work at New
Age. He assigned chief reporter Mostafizur Rahman as my supervisor in the office. My primary
tasks were to write news reports and translating. At the end, I completed my internship journey

there with lots of memories and the entire journey was amazing.
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Chapter Two

Objectives of the Internship

My primary objective of the internship at New Age is to improve my professional skills in
news report writing, feature writing and editing. This journey encourages me to take
challenges, doing wok on time. It also improves my ability to operate under pressure and follow

the ethics of journalism.
| want to achieve the following goals throughout my internship:

e Tohave aclear view over the functioning of the editorial department.

e To acquire on the job training and sharpen writing and editing skills.

e To be able to handle my tasks effectively and efficiently even with pressure of time.

e To be able to polish my critical thinking in news writing without reducing ethical
consideration.

e To build a strong network and teamwork by bonding with newsroom colleagues.

2
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Chapter Three

Procedure and Reasons

3.1 Selection of the Newspaper for Internship

At the beginning, | thought that | would intern at an English newspaper because | would be
able to learn and discover many new things here. For an English department student, it would
be a good choice to work in a newspaper where we can apply our skills.

The environment of the newsroom gives us real life practical experience which is most
important. Working there, | will not only help me to improve my thinking ability, but I will
also be able to develop my writing and communication skills. And the daily tasks and
assignments really mean something to me, because | can show my writing skills throughout

writing.

3.2 New Age and Internship Selection

For my internship, | selected New Age, which is the renowned English newspaper in
Bangladesh known for its objectivity, accuracy and articulate style of writing. The paper is
highly regarded for accuracy, and has a professional newsroom atmosphere in which interns

take part in daily work.

3.3 Internship Procedure

My internship started with an interview with Farid Ahmed. He serves as the Deputy Editor at
New Age. Once | got selected, | was put under the supervision of Mustafizur Rahman, the

Chief Reporter, who became my supervisor throughout the entire journey to the office.

The daily activities of my work included translating news reports, rewriting press releases, and
preparing short stories for the national desk. There is a procedure as each report goes through
several stages of editing. | would send my drafts to the senior reporters or subeditors, get
feedback and rewrite it before placing in a folder for approval. The path through interview,
placement and task assignment, drafting, review and final submission formed the general arc

of my internship.

3
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Chapter Four

Brief History of New Age

The New Age is a Bangladesh new newspaper. It is widely known for its independent and
fearless journalism. It was formed June 7, 2003. A.Z.M. Enayetullah Khan is the founder of
the newspaper. The paper is published by ASM Shahidullah Khan, who is the Chairman of the
Editorial Board of Media New Age Ltd. From the outset, New Age projected itself as a strong
and straightforward voice in the national media, living up to its tag-line — “The Outspoken
Daily.”

Nurul Kabir is the Editor of New Age. Under his leadership the newspaper values truth in

reporting, fueled local participation and promotes investigative journalism that is independent.

THE OUTSPOKEN DAILY

Figure 1: New Age Logo

Source: Google

New Age’s logo appears in a large, bright red font colour with the lettering lockdown
contrasted in black and white. The design and the colors mirror the paper’s identity: red stands
for courage and perseverance, black and white capture justice and injustice of the ongoing
struggle.

New Age’s daily print edition, a 16-page spread with wide-ranging news such as national and

international affairs, politics, business, sports, entertainment and op-eds along with editorials.

Online response New Age has an online version along with the printed one that reaches readers
across the country. The online edition posts each day goes live just after midnight and it is the

perfect way for readers to get a jump on breaking news and other freshly updated material.

4
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New Age covers a range of news with some 200 correspondents and staff journalists. They
incorporate original reporting as well as news reports from major national and international
news agencies, such as United News of Bangladesh (UNB), Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS), Reuters and Agence France-Presse (AFP).

The head office of New Age is in Hatirpool, Dhaka on Bir Uttam C.R. Dutta Road. Driven by
its fundamental commitment to dispassionate truth-telling and ethical journalism, the New

Age remains one of Bangladesh’s most respected and credible news organizations.
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Chapter Five

Observation and Practice in News Report Writing

5.1 Observation on Report Writing

My experience at the New Age office was very interesting at the very beginning. During the
journey of my internship, | noticed that they followed a particular structure to writing reports.
They usually follow the inverted pyramid structure in writing news. Most of the time | noticed
that they tried to write reports within 200 to 250 words. But depending on the report, those

words can be more or less.

Abbreviations are commonly used. Institution names in full are all listed for the first time,

thereafter we use abbreviations like ACC, DMP or BUET so reports remain brief and readable.

Finally, the correct attribution is always given. These words, “said," "told," and "according to"
definitively attribute information and guarantee that the source is transparent.

5.2 Using of Inverted Pyramid

The first step in writing news report was to rank the information by order of importance by

using the inverted pyramid.
Most Newsworthy Info
Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

\\lmportant Details/

Other General Info,
Background
Info

Since | am already familiar with this from my ENG 334: Introduction to Journalism class. In
Figure 2: Inverted Pyramid

Source: Wikipedia

this structure the most important information comes first, then further details are added, and
finally the least important details. The vast majority of the stories | wrote were brief updates

about minor incidents or petty crimes, typically in the third page filler slot. Because they were

6
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so short, keeping the reports clear and efficient required leading with a summary of their most

important aspects.

At New Age the stories were often based on elementary who, what, when, where and why.
What, where, when were the emphasized ones such that these first could immediately give
reader about main things. The rest of the information was supplemented for explanation and
context. | learned to move around and edit certain parts according to context of story so it

would be accurate and easy to understand.

For instance, the draft of the “BSF hands over 16 Bangladeshis to BGB” news (Figure 3) shows
a clear application of the inverted pyramid structure. The story begins with the most important
fact that the Indian Border Security Force handed over 16 Bangladeshi nationals to the Border
Guard Bangladesh through the Satkhira border.

7
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BSF hands over 16 Bangladeshis to BGB

Our Correspondent. Satkhira.............ocoooeenn. Sakib (Intern)

The Indian Border Security Force handed over 16 Bangladeshi nationals to the Border Guard
Bangladesh through the Satkhira boarder on Saturday evening.

They were detained for illegally entering India and were repatriated following a flag meeting

between officials of the two border forces.

According to BGB officials, they were detained around 10 pm on Friday from the Hakimpur
check post in West Bengal’s North 24 Parganas district.

On Saturday evening, they were handed over to the BGB following a flag meeting between

inspector Bikas Kumer, commander of the BSF's Amudiya Company, and Md. Abul Kasem, the
commander of the BGB’s Toloigacha border outpost in Satkhira.

The repatriated Bangladeshis include Mosrraf Dhali, 57, of Atulia Village under Shyvamnaghar
Upagzila in Satkhira, Yunus Ali, 42, of the same village, his wife Muslima khatun, 29, daughter

Sinha Khatun, 11, and Sharmin Sultana, 18, of Chandipur village.

Satkhira sadar police station officer-in-charge Suysanta Ghosh said that the repatriated
Bangladeshis were handed to their relatives Saturday night and Sunday morning.

Figure 3: Working on a Report Draft Through Desktop Editing

NEW.Te] 2
BSF hands over
16 Bangladeshis
to BGB

Ouwur Correspondent -
Satikhira

Md Abul Kasem, the com-
mander of the BGB's To-
loigacha border outpost in

THE Indian Border Secu-
ritv Force handed over 16
Bangladesh nationals to the
Border Guard Bangladesh
through the Satkhira border
Saturday evening.

Theyv were detained for
entering India illegally and
were repatriated following
a flag meeting between of-
ficials of the two border
forces.

According to BGB offi-
cials, they were detained at
about 10:00pm on Friday at
the Hakimpur check post in
West Bengal's North 24 Par-
ganas district.

On Saturday evening,
they were handed over
to the BGB following a
flag meeting between in-
spector Bikas Kumer, the
commander of the BSF's
Amudiva Company, and

Satkhira.

The repatriated Bangla
deshis include Mosharraf
Dhali, 57, of Atulia Vil-
lage wunder Shyvammnaghar
Upazila in Satkhira, Yanus
All, 42, of the same village,
his wife Muslima Khatun,
29, daughter Sinha Kha-
tun, 11, and Sharmin Sul-
tana, 18, of Chandipur v
illage.

BGB Toloigacha border
outpost commander Md
Abul Kasem filed a general
diary with Satkhira Sadar
police station in this con-
nection.

Satkhira Sadar police
station officer-in-charge
Susanta Ghosh said that the
repatriated Bangladeshis
were handed over to their
relatives Saturday night
and Sunday morning.

Figure 4: My Published Work 1
Source: New Age

Link: https://epaper.newagebd.net/detail/478614/8074

8

©Daffodil International University


file:///D:/Intern%20Materials/Published/Links.docx
https://epaper.newagebd.net/detail/478614/8074

5.3 Balancing Accuracy, Ethics, and Language in Practice

During my internship, | learned how imperative to balance accuracy and sensitivity in news
writing for tragic or emotionally moving pieces throughout time of crisis. In a similar incident,
where a woman threw her five-day-old daughter into canal and was arrested by the police for
killing her newborn in Satkhira’s Kalaroa Upazila one such headline had emerged with news

headlined as “Mother Arrested over Killing Newborn Daughter,” (Figure-5).

For instance, in my draft | wrote, “throwing her in a canal in despair after she had given to birth
a third girl child.” This is the tone deafness of the news. Moreover, the lead was added in

“alleged” done balance and not assuming guilt.

Another crucial piece of information from the news is, “she confessed to throwing the infant
into a nearby canal covered with water hyacinths.” it sounded more of professional and
neutral! Through the work, I learned how linguistic choices play an important role in reflecting

sensitivity.

Mother Arrested over killing Newborn Daughter

Our Correspondent. Satkhira. .............._ Sakib (Intern)

A woman was arrested in Sarkhira s Kalaroa pazila for allegedly killing her five-day-old
daughter by throwing her in a canal in despair after she had given to birth a third girl child.

The incident happened at around 3 .30pm Monday in Raghunathpur village under Helatala Union
of the gpazila.

According to the police, accused Sharmin Sultana, 26, wife of Md Ibrahim Khalil of
Faghunathpur village, imitially claimed that the baby had been abducted while she was asleep.

Later. during questioning_ she confessed to throwing the infant into a nearby canal covered with

water hyacinths.

Based on her information. police and Detective Branch members recovered the baby’s body at

about 11:00pm near Eazirhat High School.

Kolaroa police station officer-in-charge Sheilkch Saiful Islam said that Sharmin told them that she
and her husband already had two daughters aged five and one and half vears and were hoping for
a son this time.

Despaired over the birth of a girl once again, she threw the baby into the canal.

A resident of Raghunathpur village Sardar onsur, Ali said the baby had been born through a
Cesarean section just five days earlier. The parents” behavior seemed suspicious when they

reported the baby missing, he added.

He also said that the victin’s father, Ibrahim Khalil originally from Shyamnagar. was living in
Raghunathpur with his wife’s parents.

The victim’s grandmother Khadija Khatun, wife of Sufinur Rahman, filed a murder case against
Sharmin.

The police sent Sharmin to Satkhira jail following a court order and sent the body for DNA
testing.

Figure 5: Working on a Report Draft

9
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Wednesday, October 22, 2025

Mother arrested over killing

newborn daughter

Our Correspondent - Satkhira

A WOMAN was arested in
Satkhira's Kolaroa upazila for
allegedly killing her five-day-
old daughter by throwing her
in a canal in despair after she
had given birth to a third girl
child.

The incident happened at
around 3:30pm Monday in
Raghunathpur village under
Helatala union of the upazila.

According to the police,
accused Sharmin Sultana, 26,
wife of Md Ibrahim Khalil of
Raghunathpur village, initial-
ly claimed that the baby had
been abducted while she was
asleep,

Later, during questioning,

she confaessed to throwing the
infant into a nearby canal cov-
ared with water hyacinths.

Based on her information,
police and Detective Branch
members recovered the ba-
by’s body at about 11:00pm
near Kazirhat High School.

Kolaroa police officer-in-
charge Sheikh Saiful Islam
said that Sharmin told them
that she and her husband al-
ready had two daughters aged
five and one and a half years
old and were hoping for a son
this time.

Despaired over the birth of
a girl once again, she threw
the baby into the canal.

A resident of Raghunath-
pur village Sardar Monsur Ali

Figure 6: My Published Work 2

Source: New Age

said that the baby had been
born through a Caesarean sec-
tion just five days earlier.

The parents’ behaviour
seemed suspicious when they
reported the baby missing, he
added.

He also said that the vic-
tim's father, Ibrahim Khalil
was originally from Shyam-
nagar and was living in Ra-
ghunathpur with his wife's
parents.

The victim's grandmother
Khadija Khatun, wife of Su-
finur Rahman, filed a murder
case against Sharnuin.

The police sent Sharmin to
Satkhira jail following a court
order and sent the body for
DNA testing.

Link: https://epaper.newagebd.net/detail/480045/3925
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5.4 The Use of Abbreviations in News Writing

The use of abbreviations is very common and important component of report writing. It makes
a report easier for readers to understand. When | was interning, | observed that reporters used
lots of acronyms, such as ACC for Anti-Corruption Commission, BUET for Bangladesh
University of Engineering and Technology, DMP for Dhaka Metropolitan Police, etc. From
the journey of work there, | had come to know about the importance of abbreviations and their

uses.

5.5 Practice of Attribution Words in News Writing

Practice of attribution words plays a crucial role in report writing. It is very common to use in
news for accuracy and fairness. It is especially used in sensitive and controversial news that

help people to know better about where the information is taken.

During the internship, | observed that in the newsroom, reporters and editors commonly used
attribution to maintain consistency and also transparency. Most of the time, reporters used
“said”, “told”, “according to” and so on to highlight the source of quotations. It is mostly used
in writing press releases because they did not take any responsibility for the particular

statement.

11
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Observation and Practice in Translation

5.6 Observation on Translation

One of the important components of news report writing is translating. During my internship,
I noticed that most of the correspondents from different districts would send us report in
Bengali. We would review those reports carefully and then translate them into English and
arrange them in the New Age’s writing style. In my work, I realized that translating
professionally means a lot for a reporter because it requires paying attention to meaning, tone,

and clarity. The perfect use of words makes the reports more interesting and engaging.

5.7 Practice During the Internship

While | was given the task of translation, I tried to follow two techniques, such as word-for-
word translation and sense-for-sense translation. Most of the time when we wrote a headline,
word-for-word translation should be used. And writing main stories should follow sense-for-

sense translation.

Sometimes we struggled to used perfect word for news. When faced difficulties, we took help
from dictionary or Google Translate to use the correct words, because every word is important

in writing news.

5.8 Example of Translated Report

During the internship, my main assignment to do was translating the Bangla news report
“ABNG (TR ST PAT P FAEN (NICRKATR” (Figure-7) to the equivalent
English version “Mohebbullah ‘confesses’ to going to Panchagarh willingly.”(Figure-8) The
news which were originally written profoundly as an emotional and descriptive report from the
Gazipur correspondent, my job was to shorten and simplify it to make it a stylistically factual
and brief news report suitable for an English-speaking newspaper.

For example, “fof (FT=T /269G IR, e W=7 77, TSI 8 WS
PIACYT O (FHRIT 51N+ &1 was translated as “He confessed that he travelled to Panchagarh

voluntarily due to personal and mental reasons” while “OR(S (MLl TN, TONIF HPIA

12
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AR (PICN STFLETS GATGETF AN (AT, was translated to “Investigations found

no evidence of any ambulance movement in the area that morning.”

Moreover, | realized the importance to avoid literal interpretation in the translation, used such

2 ¢

formal connectors as “however,” “meanwhile,” or “officials said” to transmit a neutral tone.
This task helped me to understand that the translation of the news to another language,
especially when working into my mother tongue, is much more than a simple translation. It
needs close reading, expert evaluation and general knowledge of the language specifics. Now,
| have a better ability to correctly reproduce statements by their proper sequence to write a

news story.
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Figure 7: The report was originally submitted in Bangla by our correspondent.
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Mobebbullah ‘confesses” to going to Panchagarh willingly...
Our Correspondent. Gazipur. ... Sakib (Intern)

Mufti Mohammad Neohebbullah Miyvaji, the khatib of Tongi T&T Bazar Jame Mosque, told a
metropolitan magistrate court in Gazipur on Tuesday that he was not abducted by anvone and
that he himself went to Panchagarh willingly.

Mohebbullah, who had earlier claimed to have been abducted, told the metropolitan magistrate,
Zubair Rashid, that he left Gazipur on his own due to physical illness and mental stress, court
officials said.

After the court hearing, Mohebbullah, was placed in police custody and was later handed over to
his family. the police and court officials said.

Mohebbullah had gone missing on October 22 after going out for a moming walk.

On October 23, local residents in Panchagarh reportedly found him in chains and alerted the
national emergency number 999_

Later, his family alleged that four to five unidentified men had abducted him in an ambulance,
blindfolded him with a black cloth, and subjected him to physical assanlt. leading to a case filed
with Tongi East police station on October 24.

News of the alleged abduction sparked criticism as followers of the khatib and several Islamast
groups had accused ISKCON of abducting him after his disappearance.

Meanwhile,
operations. Mohammad Taherul Haque Chowhan, at a press briefing on Tuesday. said that
Mohebbullah went to Panchagarh on his own due to personal and mental reasons.

The investigations found no evidence of any ambulance movement that morning.

CCTV footage showed NMgohebbullah leaving his home alone, walking past several landmarks,
travelling by an auto-rickshaw to Bhogra Bypass. and later boarding a Shyamoli Paribahan bus
to Panchagarh.

The law enforcement agencies were investigating whether any other person or group influenced

him or if he acted on his own, said the police.

Gazipur Metropolitan Police's additional police commissioner for crime and

Figure 8: | translated and edited the report, following the New Age writing style.
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Figure 9: My Published Work 3

Source: New Age
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Link: https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/280496/mohebbullah-confesses-to-going-to-

panchagarh-willingly
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Observation and Practice in Writing Press Releases

5.9 Observation on Press Release

While at New Age, | learnt that press releases are indispensable for newspaper reporting. They
are official communications sent by organizations in order to make announcements, call for
programs or activities. In professional practice, press releases would have to be well informed
and clearly structured in order for information to come across effectively. They act not just as

wellsprings for reporters, but instruments of institutional communication and publicity.

5.10 Practice of Concise Headlines

Inappropriate headlines are another aspect of not doing it right. The head must be concise,
accurate and reflect the nature of the article. In adhering to the newsrooms ten-word rule, | tried
to make the headlines as clear and catchy as possible. As many press releases referred to
particular events, it was necessary to include their names. So instead, | tried to keep every
headline concise, on point and interesting.

5.11 Organizing and Structuring

The majority of press releases were long and unformatted, which had reintroduced the problem
for me. The ones that | summarized there, | turned into more compact units of text so they
would be coherent and reader-friendly, saying the key thing first. For example, in the press
release titled “Lack of unity halts society, state’s progress: Sabur Khan,” (Figure-10) | kept the
important message on national unity at the beginning, which made the report more direct and

interesting to readers.
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Wednesday, October 22, 2025

Daffocdil Intermational University chasman Md Sabur Khan hands over crest and certificate to a
GPAS holder in SSC exam 2025 at a reception programme m Dhaka on Monday — Press release

Lack of unity halts society,
state’s progress: Sabur Khan

Staif Correspondent

DAFFODIL Intermational Uli-
versity chalmman Md Sabur
Khan sadd that there was a
great lack of unity in our socs
ety. Due to lack of unity, soci-
ety and the country were not
able to move forward

He made the comments
while speaking as the guest
of honour at a reception
ceremony for students who
achieved GPA-5 in SSC,
organised by the monthly
education magazine ‘Bishv
abidyalaya Porikrama’ at the
Diploma Engineers Institute
in Kakrailof Dhaka on Mon-
day, smd a press release on
Tuesday.

B.u)é,ladtsh Nationalist

Party secretary general Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir was
present as the chief guest.

Sabur Khan, also the
chairman  of Bangladesh
Private University Associa
tion, called upon the vouth
1o maintain unity and deep
friendship betweaen them.

He urged the students
to avoid foreign orfentation
and become entrepreneurs
instead of becoming BCS
cadre. “Try to set career focus
and life goals through crea-
tivity, along with increasing
communication skills to
bring the world into their
hands and keep pace with
the outside world.

BNP training affairs sec
retary Rasheda Begum Hira

chaired the event,
ated by managing edxtor of
Bishvabidyalaya Porikrama
Mobarak Hossain.

The prograame was
also addressed by BNP so-
cial welfare affairs secretary
Kamruzzaman Ratan, chief
editor of Bishvabidyalaya
Porikrama Harun Or Rashid,
oducationists MA Sajjad,
Jamirul Akhter, Diploma
Enginsers Institute convener
Kabir Hossain, member sec-
retary Kazi Shawkat Hos-
sain, Doctors Association’s
Dhaka Metropaolitan North
Professor Sarkar Mahbub
Ahmed Shamim, Munshi-
gan] BNP member Moshar-
raf Hossain and other men-
torious students

Figure 10: My Published Work 4

Source: New Age

Link: https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/279810/lack-of-unity-

halts-society-states-progress-sabur-khan
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5.12 Maintaining neutrality and precision

An important part of getting that successful press release is to get the facts right, and to do so
in a very brief manner. The majority of the releases that I contributed to came with a handful
of names, titles and quotes that required more than a little careful verification before use. |
quoted (with attribution) the prominent figures like Daffodil International University Chair Md
Sabur Khan and BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, and | have been neutral
and professional. Furthermore, in the editing process repetitive or overly self-promotional
expressions were filtered out trying to keep New Ages editorial standards of neutral description
and clarity.

On the whole, writing press releases was a valuable learning experience. It was a chance to
play around with a style of writing that is not typical news articles. | also found the craft in
making headlines that pop and keep attention.

18
©Daffodil International University



Chapter Six

My First Time Writing a Feature Story

When | first entered New Age as an intern, | did not know what to expect. | wrote daily news,
edited articles and translated stories, and produced press releases. Those tasks not only gave
me an insight into how a newsroom works and operates but also trained me to write accurately.
But the interesting part of my internship was to write a feature report about the Old Dhaka
artisans who make molds by hands. This feature report was the first feature report ever written
in my life. So, | was as happy as | was excited.

At first, | did not have much knowledge of feature news writing. A few days later, | got the
idea from one of my office colleagues who told me how to write it. Later, | visited to the chief
reporter’s desk and asked him about it. It was not an easy task for me to write a specific topic.
But my fear disappeared when he gave me some suggestions and guidance. He explained the

procedure how to write a feature story and what would be there.

After receiving his guidance, the idea of mold making came to my mind because | had already
known about it and seen their factories in Begum Bazar. Then | talked to the chief reporter. He

liked the idea and encouraged me to write about the topic in details.

The mold making highlights the tradition of Old Dhaka. Even people can easily know about
their way of life, culture and the background history by reading the news. The mold makers of

Old Dhaka have been making the metal molds by their hands for almost 100 years.

I went there for three days and took four interviews of artisans from different factories. After
getting interviews, | came to know all the things which are related to their handcrafts. They
also told me their personal stories and memories of their business and how they learned from
their ancestors. Even the most interesting fact of their handcraft is that in the modern machine

around era, they still made molds with their hands using the old traditions.

| took all necessary information regarding their work and then started to write about their
heritage. The interviews and visits gave me a clear picture of how their crafts still matter today.
When | started writing this, | kept in my mind that the writing style should be easy for people

to understand, and they could easily connect with it.

After completing the report, | submitted it to the office and they edited it slightly. Finally, after

nine days of waiting, the written feature news came out in the New Age and the title of the

19
©Daffodil International University



news was “Century-old handmade mould making survives in Old Dhaka.” My joys had no
bounce when I found out that the next day my news was at the top of the “Most Read” section

of the online section of the New Age.

This assignment was the best learning part of my internship. And I realized the importance of
feature writing. Moreover, the journey of feature report writing helped me to realize how
journalism can highlight the stories of regular people and how they do important work quietly.

Bl

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2025, KARTIK 23, 1432 BS

M= Business

Century-old handmade mould making Century-old handmade

survives in Old Dhaka

Continued from B1
But those arders stopped
coming after a short time.
For making moulds, these

brought Tk 13,000 profit,
but now they earn barely Tk
1,000, he said.

Winter is the busiest sea-

we supplied to Orient,
Haque, and Prince bakeries,’
he said, adding that now
their products were going

Md Shahriar Hossain Sakib ? tablished in the area and  factories mainly use tin, alu- son at the mould factory, as to different ‘live’ bakeries in
A e N ¥ ! for long the two met the minium and steel sheets as demand for bread and cake the city.
A CENTURY.OLD business = # l - demand of moulds across W materials moulds doubles at the time.  Shahid who has now his
o Nandmiads Tatal . the country, as the number Depending on orders, Ba-  “With Tk 50,000 to Tk son joining the trade as the
oy b St T e bakdior wes Boilied. sir's factory needs 70-130 kil 60,000, anyone can start the fourth generation. said that
gum Bazar, one of the oldest “Now about 19 factories  ©8rams of raw materials daily.  business, but profits are no  their once export to Indone-
commercial areas of Dhaka produce similar moulds,’ Although at one time they longer the same.’ he said. sia, Dubai, Qatar and China
city even in this ago of high said Basir, who, along with supplied moulds to Biman Md Azam Hossain, 61, stopped later.
ly mechanised i his partners, has to navigate Bangladesh Airlines, Bang- a mould maker for over 40 ‘T hope he will continue
ingly through an  increasingly ladesh Parjatan Corporation, years, represents the third our family legacy, Shahid
digital technology. competitive market Aarong, and bakeries like generation of his family in said of his son.
S 1 f il" in Old They, } 7 e i Olympia, Yusuf, Ananda, the trade since Pakistan era. Basir Ahmed, the son of
Thaka have been X dduir < n City and Sohag. cumrently ‘My grandfather made ice the mould factory pioneer
the I o oen ¥ Sk their customers are mainly cream moulds, my father in Bangladesh, is keen that
forward the legacy el i a number places, includ- e in New Super shifted to bakery moulds, their tradition continues
gt ing Jamalpur, Mymensingh.  \( i “and New Market and we are canying on the over time, a wish that has
clining profits and increas- ey m K“""".;.::_z:d City Complex. legacy; he said, been echoed by the other el-
¢ h'""p“"_ Md Rustam, 63, another Azam added that his fam-  derly mould makers
Basir Ahmed, 75, said that —New Age photo  other areas of Gazipur mould maker who is in the ily runs two factories with

sir family went to as far as

trade for nearly five decades,
paid tributes to Basir Ahmed

five workers. ‘We once sup-
plied to Nabisco and Amber.

‘My father. late Abdul ing cake, biscuit and bread dren of whom four broth- Saudi Arabia and the Neth- 1,0 taught him the skills.  Now we supply to Pran and
Barek, leamned the mould- trays, buns, donut cutters ers, Basir among them, had  erlands at one time. 1 was like an abandoned ~distribute actoss all 64 dis-
making when he was 17 and barbecue stoves. joined the trade. That was about 25 stone’ Rustom, orphaned tricts, he said
years old in in Kolkata un-  ‘Ifs the same technique  After his two elder broth- years ago. in his childhood. said inan  Md Shahid, 43, said his
der the British rule,' he said.  we have been following, no ers passed away, he along Basir said that with the  emotional tone, he turned family’s business is one of

After returning, he start- major change,’ said Basir. with his younger brother handicraft giant Aarong's me into gold with his affec- the oldest in Begum Bazar.
ed the first factory of this  Apart from moulds, their and nephews now run  connection, they had se-  tion and guidance.’ started by his grandfather
kind in Begum Bazar, and factory used to produce oil two X ing on cured some buyers from Rustam'’s factory supplies and passed down through
that's how our family busi- lamps, measuring fu what he proudly calls ‘the those two countries who products to Chattogram. Syl- generations.
ness began,’ he continued.  and some other items that heritage of Old Dhaka. ordered them shoe boxes, het and Brahmanbaria He and his brother now

Basir's  family-owned are not produced anymore After his father estab- fruit trays, and four types of ‘Profits are falling’ he run two factories with four
business from the very start mainly because their use lished the first mould fac- boxes. said, echoing Basir. workers.
has been making moulds has died out. tory, another one was es- Continued on B2 Col. 6 ‘Once a Tk 20000 sale  ‘During my father's time

Figure 11: My first-ever feature news was published

Source: New Age

Link: https://www.newagebd.net/post/mis/281448/century-old-handmade-mould-making-

survives-in-old-dhaka
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Chapter Seven

Findings

The journey of my internship at New Age gave me a practical experience in different fields of

journalism. Here are the main points | learned:

e Developed my professional progress.

e Gained practical experience of writing, editing, and translating news.

e Learned to use the inverted pyramid.

e Grabbed the fundamentals of headlines within 8 to 10 words.

e Enhanced the ability to manage my time.

e Enhanced my abilities to verify the facts and sources.

e Learned how to properly use citations, attributions, and abbreviations for
professional reporting.

e Enhanced my ability to translate while preserving tone and meaning.

e Gained knowledge of the fundamentals of writing features.
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Chapter Eight

Recommendations

The orientation of new interns is quick on style, headlines and the inverted pyramid,
which make for an easy induction into the newsroom.

A simple manual with common newsroom terms would greatly improve accuracy and
efficiency in translating Bangla to English.

Interns receive constant feedback from editors where they can monitor their progress
and areas to improve.

Being able to put interns out in the field to report is incredibly important as there is
nothing that can replace being in communities and seeing things for yourself.

Sharing a folder with a few samples of reports and press releases would be a great
reference point for interns as they learn the ropes.

Mixing up their assignments between news writing, translations, and press releases
helps them get confident in different areas.

Brief discussions regarding sensitivity as well as ethics are also essential, especially
among interns covering challenging or criminal stories.

New Age should maintain its welcoming and encouraging environment. Interns

develop most when they are at ease asking questions and making mistakes.
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Chapter Nine

Conclusion

My internship at New Age was indeed a time of shape-shifting as | got to know how a
newsroom actually runs in real life. The environment began very mellow, friendly and easy to
fit into. One of the most endearing things was how everyone called each other “bhai” or

“bhaiya” or an apu, which made it genuinely feel like a warm friendly home away from home.”

While working for the national desk, |1 was able to put into practice theories | had studied in
journalism and translation courses. | learned accuracy, structure attribution and ethical usage
of language in news reporting, translation and writing press releases. Working with both short
news stories and longer articles taught me how to write clearly, thoughtfully and chastely for

the reader.

One of my favourite memories from the internship was writing a feature on Old Dhaka’s
mould-making craft community. From my time in the field and doing interviews to simply
telling their stories, | learned that journalism is a way to breathe life into real people’s

experiences and maintain cultural histories. It gave me confidence to go on writing.

I would like to thank New age Deputy Editor and Chief Reporter for guiding me all through
the in-house training period. | am also very grateful to my academic supervisor Dr. Ehatasham
Ul Hoque Eiten Sir for the support. | am also grateful to Daffodil International University and

Department of English.

The internship taught me how to be a better writer, editor, and reader of people’s character, but

it also gave me my first taste of journalism’s obligations and possibilities.
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Appendices

Appendix 1

THE OUTSPOKEN DAILY

Date: Dhaka, December 7, 2025

To Whom It May Concern

This is to certify that Md Shahriar Hossain Sakib, ID Number: 221-10-
941, a fourth-year BA Hons student in the Department of English at
Daffodil International University, Dhaka, has successfully completed his
three-month internship with the reporting team at New Age.

As an intern, he covered events in the Dhaka city and also prepared
reports based on press releases and information provided by district
correspondents of the daily during the internship period from
September 7, 2025 to December 6, 2025.

| found him sincere and hardworking in the discharge of responsibilities
as an intern during the time.

| wish him every success in the future.
= “\

Wﬂ;&- ~

(Mustafizur Rahman)

Chief of Correspondents

Hamid Plaza (4th Floor), 300/S/A/1, Bir Utam CR Datta Road, Hatirpool, Dhaka- 1205, Bangladesh
PABX: +880-2-9632245-48, Fax: +880-2-9632250-51, E-mail: adnewage@gmail com, news@newagebd net, Url: www.newagebd net

Figure 12: Certificate of Internship
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Appendix 2

PRPSREE S5 S SN e R 3 E ? A

Figure 13: During an interview at Kawran Bazar

Figure 14: Working on a report at the desk
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Figure 15: With the chief reporter after the mould-making feature report discussion
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Appendix 3
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Figure 16: Plagiarism Result
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