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ABSTRACT

This is a study on analysis of 10 leading newspapers of Bangladesh on their role in covering
news on children following ethical guideline set by UNICEF, as well as tendency of priority
imposing on such topics. The researcher has chosen Daily Prothom Alo, Daily Jugantor, Daily
Kaler Kantho, Daily Samakal, Daily Ittefag, Daily Naya Diganta, Daily Sun, Daily Star, Daily
Independent, Daily New Age based on their circulation and analyzed them within the timeframe

starting from April 01, 2015 to April 07, 2015.

The research has been done in quantitative method to find the frequency and publishing priority
of children news in those newspapers. Within the timeframe no unethical news has been
published in any of those newspapers. But the differences found in the numbers of news

published and treatment given by different newspapers.
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INTRODUCTION

Negative representations of issues and events in media may affect the behavior and attitude of children
(Gail Rule, Ferguson, 2010: 29-50). In the history of Bangladeshi media the representation of children as
a content of news has always been guestioned due to the lack of awareness of the reporters regarding the
ethical representation. Whereas in some other cases children news does not receive adequate coverage as
it should be. Both the issues have always been a question about the professionalism of the news agencies,
newspapers or news personnel. Many news stories and images present the violence perpetrated on
children and by the children at length. Children are also presented as perpetrators of crimes. Such
presentation may deter sympathy for children, as it not only presents them as victims, but also as
perpetrators of the crimes reported. Though the scenario regarding the ethical standpoint has got a huge
change now a day by the increasing awareness of the newsroom professionals, negligence of news
regarding children news still hammering the news industry in Bangladesh. How much importance or
prominent coverage should be given to news regarding any children issue, has yet to be solved. So as long
as the ethical news presentation and the coverage news on children is an important issue to look at due to

the current situation of Bangladeshi news media industry.

According to section 14 of Women and children repression prevention act 2000, victims must not be
identified in news. As a social institution, media outlets are bound to abide by the country’s existing laws.
Journalists must be aware of this law and must not identify children under trial or victim children. They
should show respect to the rights of children. (Women and Children Repression Act 2000. n.d., retrieved

June 13, 2015).



1.1 Operational Definitions
1.1.1 Children

Which age limit should be taken to define somebody as a child, is always been a matter of confusion
despite of its clear mentioning in many legal and state declared documentations. Various laws define the
term child in various ways. Majority Act 1875 defines a child as anyone below 18 years of age. (Qurratul-
Ain-Tahmia, 2010:9). It also stipulates that children do not have the right to be a party in any legally-
binding agreement. Children Act 1974 states that, the responsibility of the State to protect children. It has
provisions to protect children in conflict with law and children in vulnerable situations. As per this law,
anyone below 16 years of age is considered a child. (Qurratul-Ain-Tahmia, 2010:9). On the contrary
National Children Policy 2011 defines children as any Bangladeshi citizen being under 18 year of age.

(National Children Policy 2011: 4)
1.1.2 Ethics

At its simplest, ethics is a system of moral principles. It affects how people make decisions and lead their
lives. It is concerned with what is good for individuals and society and is also described as moral
philosophy. The term is derived from the Greek word ethos which can mean custom, habit, character or
disposition. Ethics cover the dilemmas in living a good life and choosing between rights and
responsibilities in life. Ethics guides to the moral decisions among good and bad by determining which is

right or wrong.

The concept of ethics has been derived from religions, philosophies and cultures. These understandings
infuse debates on topics like abortion, human rights and professional conduct. (Ethics: A General
Introduction, BBC News, BBC, n.d. http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/introduction/intro_1.shtml

[Retrieved13June. 2015]).


http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/introduction/intro_1.shtml

1.2 Background

The International Journalist Federation (IFJ) defines the ethical standards for journalism practitioners in
case of reporting about children to be practiced. The ethical standard defines the excellence in terms of
accuracy and sensitivity when reporting on issues involving children by avoiding programming and
publication of images which intrude upon the media space of children with information which is
damaging to them. It also emphasizes on avoiding the use of stereotypes and sensational presentation to
promote journalistic material involving children with careful consideration of the consequences of
publication of any material concerning children and shall minimize harm to children. The guideline
suggests setting guard strictly against visually or otherwise identifying children unless it is demonstrably
in the public interest and also avoiding the use of sexualized images of children. Ensuring independent
verification of information provided by children and taking special care to ensure that verification takes
place without putting child informants at risk and use of fair, open and straightforward methods for
obtaining pictures and, where possible, obtain them with the knowledge and consent of children or a
responsible adult, guardian or care giver has also been suggested. The standards prefer on verifying the
credentials of any organization purporting to speak for or to represent the interests of children. The
standards also prefer not to make payment to children for material involving the welfare of children or to
parents or guardians of children unless it is demonstrably in the interest of the child. (Children's Rights
and Journalism Practice - A Rights-Based Perspective, http://www.unicef.org/honduras/ UNICEF_

Master  FEB_ 2008 BON.pdf, Retrieved June 13, 2015: 75)
1.2.1 Treatment of Children in Bangladesh

Children are a vulnerable part of the society. They need special care for proper development. According
to a UNICEF report, 41 percent children are physically punished in Bangladesh. Child abuse rate is rising

day by day. MICS “National child labor surveys indicate that 13 percent of the country’s children



between the ages of 5 and 14 years are working, amounting to nearly 5 million child laborers.” (UNICEF,

2009:117-132)

According to surveys supported by ILO and UNICEF in 2005-2006, Bangladesh has more than 420,000
child domestic workers, and more than three-quarters of them are girls. These workers are concentrated in
the urban areas, with Dhaka city alone having an estimated 148,000 child domestic workers. The
vulnerability of child domestic workers to sexual abuse is widely recognized in Bangladeshi society. It
creates a stigma that can damage the girls’ reputations and marriage prospects. Another survey of child
beggars in Dhaka City in 2008 by Aparajeyo, a national NGO, provides some insights into the profiles
and living conditions of these children. Four-fifths of the 751 child beggars who participated in the survey
had been engaged in begging for more than one year, and nearly half of them had lived in Dhaka for more
than six years. (UNICEF, 2009:117-132) These reports show how badly children are treated at present in

Bangladesh, when we talk about children’s rights and consider children as a vulnerable part of the society.

1.2.2 Need for ethical reporting on children

Lack of respect for children makes children’s issues easy to sensationalize and raises the question as to
why there is no written and specified code of ethics for reporting about children (Qurratul-Ain-Tahmia,
2010: 21). Ethical journalism can ensure and protect children’s well-being in the long term. Hence,
unethical journalism should not be allowed. Bad reporting about children can exacerbate trauma,
compromise recovery, discourage future disclosures and inhibit cooperation with authorities for the
children involved. While media publicity is likely to have a negative effect on all victims, there is

evidence to be particularly concerned about child victims. According to Qurratul-Ain-Tahmia (2010:

20-21), the following unethical news practices may have impacts on children:

Murder or dead body’s image: Killing scenes or bloodied dead bodies can be harmful to children. Photos

of dead bodies can create fear for children and represent an impact on their mind



Physical injuries -- loss of limbs, deformity: The image of physical injuries affects a sense of their

security in their surrounding environment.

Images of violence in newspapers: Vivid descriptions of violence can frighten children. Alternatively,
repeatedly expose use to such imagery through the media may actually desensitize children to violence.
This can lead to a belief that violence is normal and can cause the children themselves to behave in a cruel

and or violent way.

Expression of sexuality: Sexually explicit descriptions or images may normalize such behavior in the
mind of child and lead children to engage in premature sexual activity. In a country like Bangladesh, this

may constitute a crime and be liable to prosecution.

Provocations to suicide: Research shows that there is little concern required when reported on about and

for children. Unfortunately, these researches do not seem to have any influence on the local media.

Description of criminal activities: Detailed descriptions of methods of crime and/or anti-social activities
may provide children with the information they need to carry out this crime/activities themselves. Lastly,
there is the issue of children’s access to media and their participation in the news. Research on children
and the media shows that children’s views are neglected even on issues directly involving or affecting
them. Moreover, children’s voices are almost never heard in general policy matters or in the policy-

setting processes that are often set in motion by journalism.



LITERATURE REVIEW

According to Nasir Uddin Khan (2000) many national dailies in Bangladesh play very inadequate role
regarding children’s issues. As per the observation journalists are not adequately aware about ethical
reporting on the issues related to children. Photos of victimized children of abuse, rape, and bonded sex

workers are published together with the news (Anura Goonasekera, 2001:32).

In another study entitled “Baseline Study: Children in Bangladesh News Media” it is claimed that, in
news reports, journalists disclose the identities of children victims of sexual abuse. In the study, it was
also found that editors have lack of knowledge on protecting children’s identities. Case studies exposed
sensationalism in the tone and delivery of child-related stories and in the images that accompanied them.
Images showing dead bodies or violence can have seriously negative influences on children. (Baseline

study, 2010:31).

In his study Eshwer (2000) found the scarcity of journalist who followed guideline for journalists on
children’s right and the media. None of the respondents had a copy of the guideline easily accessible to
them. However, a number of respondents claimed of being aware of some rights of children. Throughout
the study it has been suggested to child rights issues should be included in journalism curricula. It is
evident that in some cases, there are similarities among journalists and journalism practices between

Bangladesh and India. (Ahmed Yemad 2015: 19).

Indonesian journalists are also found to be less aware of protecting children from sensationalism. They
are not aware about ethical code of conduct for reporting on children’s issues. In a survey on three
newspapers, B. Guntarto (2000) showed that most news articles deal lightly with child abuse, and crimes
and accidents involving children. The study has been concluded with the idea that no media in the

Indonesia have or apply guidelines in reporting news related to children (Anura Goonasekera, 2001:110).



In some cases, journalists in Indonesia, India and Bangladesh are found to be similar in case of ethical
standpoint for focusing news on children. Not only the ethical stand, but the proper treatment in news

coverage is also a matter to look on in Bangladeshi news media industry.

All journalists and media professionals have a duty to maintain the highest ethical and professional
standards and should promote within the industry the widest possible dissemination of information.
Reporting on children and young people has its special challenges. In some instances, the act of reporting
on children places them or other children at risk of retribution or stigmatization. UNICEF has developed
these principles to assist journalists as they report on issues affecting children. They are offered as
guidelines that UNICEF believes will help media to cover children in an age-appropriate and sensitive
manner. The guidelines are meant to support the best intentions of ethical reporters: serving the public

interest without compromising the rights of children. (Qurratul-Ain-Tahmia, 2010: 76)

UNICEF’s basic principles suggest to ensure the dignity and rights of every children with highest priority
by confirming the privacy and confidentiality to be protected from harm and retribution trying to
determine the best interests of a child, the child's right to have their views taken into account are to be
given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity. It also suggests having children’s opinions
heard, to participate in decisions affecting them and to be protected from harm and retribution, including
the potential of harm and retribution by keeping the political, social and cultural effect in critical
observation. In case of maintaining the security and confidentiality, the guideline suggests no to publish
such a story or an image that might put any child at risk even when identities are changed, obscured or not

used (Qurratul-Ain-Tahmia, 2010:76).

Not only in writing news reports, also interviewing the children should follow some criteria, set by
UNICEF’s guideline. The interviewing guideline emphasizes avoiding questions, attitudes or comments
that are judgmental, insensitive to cultural values, that place a child in danger or expose a child to
humiliation, or that reactivate a child's pain and grief from traumatic events. The guideline also suggests

not discriminating in choosing interviewees among children based on sex, race, age, religion, status,



educational background or physical abilities. Stating interviews and interviewing without permission
from the children themselves or from their guardians or even in a disguised manner has also been
prohibited by the UNICEF’s set of standard. The guideline also suggests paying attention to where and
how the child is interviewed. Limiting the number of interviewers and photographers to make certain that
children are comfortable and able to tell their story without outside pressure, including from the
interviewer is also suggested. For film, video or radio interviews, it is suggested to consider what the
choice of visual or audio background might imply about the child and her or his life and story not
endangering or adversely affecting by showing their home, community or general whereabouts. (Qurratul-

Ain-Tahmia, 2010: 77)

2.1 Research Objectives

e To understand the pattern of news coverage on children by 10 leading newspapers in Bangladesh.

e To study the priority of news coverage on children by10 leading Newspapers in Bangladesh.

2.2 Scope and Significance of the Study

e Not much study has been conducted in this area, so it is very important to know about
Bangladeshi leading newspaper’s position in following ethical stander guideline as well as

imposing priority in case of news coverage on children.

e This study is documentation on the code of ethical reports on children in Bangladesh, which
could potentially help journalists assess their own standard of ethical reporting. Moreover, this
study will help student of journalism department learn the code of ethics for reporting on
children’s issues, and give them the knowledge about the importance of code of ethics for
children. The discussed contexts will portray the present context of ethical standard being
maintained in the print media. The research paper will help journalists to know about code of
ethics that should be maintained for future generation’s well-being. The research paper will

encourage journalists to publish success stories, publish their opinion of their future, tips for well-



being, and analyze the situation and report as per the ethical code of conduct for children. By this
study, editors will be concerned and will know about which kind of news can affect children.
Also, the study will also help the government of Bangladesh to make code of ethics for reporting
on children, based on the Bangladeshi context. By using this study as a reference, intellectuals of
Bangladesh can press demands to the authorities to have a clear eye on what is actually happening

in the journalism sector of Bangladesh.

e The research findings of the study may provide enough grounds to the Bangladesh press council
to encourage them in making guidelines for journalists to maintain a code of ethics. It will also

help children be protected from harmful impacts that might affect their future.

e This study covered 10 leading newspapers among hundreds of others. So, the study might not be
capable to present the overall scenario of Bangladeshi newspaper industry in case of ethical

reporting on children, that widens the scope for conducting vast research work further.
2.3 Research Questions
This research aims to find the answers of the following research questions:

RQ 1: How prominently news on children is being covered in 10 leading daily newspapers of

Bangladesh?

RQ 2: What is the percentage of news being presented following the ethics?



2.4 Limitations of the Study

I have concentrated a period of one week of 10 newspapers for content analysis. If I could take more
samples the study would have broaden perspective, but due to time constraint and budgetary limitations |

could not do that. For the same reason this research could not bring different analytical view.

10



RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research conducted on quantitative method, where the approach was based on content analysis in the
area of ethical presentation practice of news reports on children. In the study, contents of 10 newspapers
were analyzed. The newspapers were selected on the basis of their circulation figures. The highest

circulated newspapers are taken as samples.
English: Daily Star, New Age, Daily Sun, Daily Independent.

Bangla: Daily Prothom Alo, Daily Samakal, Daily Jugantor, Daily Ittefag, Daily Naya Diganta, Daily

Kaler Kantho

Content analysis of those 10 newspapers has been done within the time frame from April 01, 2015 to
April 7, 2015. News reports and news related photos on children have been counted in column inches as

case under this study throughout this research.

Through the content analysis, this research tried to capture a detailed picture of ethical reporting practice
in Bangladesh, as per international and UNICEF ethical code for reporting on children’s issues. From
surveys, this research tried to find out Bangladeshi journalists’ awareness, knowledge, attitude and

perceptions towards ethical code for children.

11
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Table 1.2
Summary of coverage in Daily Prothom Alo

Treatment Quantity
S/C 3
D/C 3
3/C 6
4/C 1
With pix 5
Box news 2

Total amount in Column-incheses = 221.75
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Table 2.1

Content Analysis of coverage of children in the content of UNICEF’s Ethical Guideline by Daily Jugantor

Date

Headline

News
(Relevant Portion)

Treatment

Length in
Column-inches

Observation

Ethical | Unethical
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Table 2.2
Summary of coverage in Daily Jugantor

Treatment Quantity
S/C 11

D/C 3

3/C 2

4/C 0

With pix 3

Box news 1

Total amount in Column-incheses = 131.25
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Table 3.1

Content Analysis of coverage of children in the content of UNICEF’s Ethical Guideline by Daily Ittefaq

. News Length in Observation
Date Headline (Relevant Portion) Treatment Column-inches | Ethical | Unethical
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Table 3.2
Summary of coverage in Daily Ittefaq

Treatment Quantity
S/C 10

D/C 10

3/C 2

4/C 0

With pix 0

Box news 6

Total amount in Column-incheses = 212.25
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Table 4.1

Content Analysis of coverage of children in the content of UNICEF’s Ethical Guideline by Daily Naya Diganta

Date

Headline

News
(Relevant Portion)

Treatment

Length in
Column-inches

Observation

Ethical | Unethical
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Table 4.2

Summary of coverage in Daily Naya Diganta

Treatment Quantity

S/C 8

D/C 10

3/C 0

4/C 0

With pix 2

Box news 3

Total amount in Column-incheses = 74
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Table 5.1

Content Analysis of coverage of children in the content of UNICEF’s Ethical Guideline by Daily Kaler Kantho

Date

Headline

News
(Relevant Portion)

Treatment

Length in
Column-inches

Observation

Ethical | Unethical
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Table 5.2

Summary of coverage in Daily Kaler Kantho
Treatment Quantity

S/C 6

D/C 4

3/C 3

4/C 1

With pix 5

Box news 3

Total amount in Column-incheses = 182.25
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Table 6.1

Content Analysis of coverage of children in the content of UNICEF’s Ethical Guideline by Daily Samakal

. News Length in Observation
Date Headline (Relevant Portion) Treatment Column-inches | Ethical | Unethical
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Ethical
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No News Available
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Table 6.2
Summary of coverage in Daily Samakal

Treatment Quantity
S/C 6

D/C

3/C

4/C

With pix
Box news

— 01O N

Total amount in Column-incheses = 168.25
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Table 7.1

Content Analysis of coverage of children in the content of UNICEF’s Ethical Guideline by Daily Star

Date

Headline

News
(Relevant Portion)

Treatment

Length in
Column-inches

Observation

Ethical

Unethical

01.04.2015

Birthday Party
turns bloody

A BRTA official, his wife and two daughters came under a
brutal hammer attack by a man in their Igbal Road
apartment in the capital on Monday night. The wife died
from head injuries early yesterday.

The dead, Krishna Kaberi Biswas, 35, was a former college
teacher.

Her husband Sitangshu Shekhar Biswas, deputy director
of Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA), and
younger daughter Artri, 8 were in a critical condition. The
elder daughter, Smruti, 15, was out of danger. All three
were admitted to Metropolitan Hospital, said police.

P.1. D/C,
Pix

33

Ethical

02.04.2015

Missing
Schoolgirls
found dead in
C’'nawabgonj

Two schoolgirls, who went missing on March 28, were
found dead at Dovagi village in Shibganj upazila of the
district yesterday afternoon.

The deceased, Latifa Khatun, 9, daughter of Abdul Latif,
and Akhi Akhtar, 9, daughter of Ashraful Alam of
Charkanchira-Daktarpara village in the upazila, were
class III students of Char Babupur Government Primary
School.

Nur Alam, sub-inspector of Shibganj Police Station, said
the girls went out of their respective houses for school on
March 28 and remained missing since then.

P.13.3/C

10.5

Ethical

Two Kids drown

Two children drowned in ponds in Ajmeriganj upazila of
Habiganj district yesterday and the day before. The
deceased are Jalal Mia, 4, son of Yakub Ali of Jalsukha
village, and Tahsin Mia, 5, son of Ustar Ali of Shibpasha
village in the upazila.

P.13. S/C,
Box news

2.5

Ethical
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Photo Caption

Students of Panchthita Govt. Primary School in
Dupchanchia of Bogra have their classes in the open as
their mud-built school house collapsed last month.

P.16.5/C

31

Ethical

03.04.2015

Two Savar kids
killed in blast

Two children were killed and another was injured in a
powerful blast in Savar on the outskirts of the capital
yesterday afternoon. The ill-fated kids, Mohammad
Hannan Hridoy, 11, and Shuvo Rahman, 13, were
madrasa students; they hailed from Mustapara village in
the upazila. Salman, 8, of the same village suffered
injuries to his left leg.

P.1.S/C

Ethical

Food poisoning
kills women, 3
children

Three children and a woman died of “food poisoning”
and four other women fell sick after taking breakfast in
Badamia village of Trishal upazila yesterday. The dead
are Najma Begum, 15, daughter of Abul Kalam alias Kalu
Miah of the village and Kalu's mother-in-law Hazera
Begum, 50, and Bithi Akhtar, 12, and her niece Dilruba
Akhtar, 8, of Dhanikhola Dakkhin Bhatipara village.
Physicians primarily suspected the four died of severe
food poisoning, but it would be confirmed only after the
autopsy, said Dr. Tanimul Hague Rizvy of Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital (MMCH).

P.2.3/C

15

Ethical

04.04.2015

No News Available

05.04.2015

Message Do We
Get

Drained of energy, running from one car window to
another at the stoplight, and tired of waiting for the
mother to take him home, a child falls asleep with his
begging bowl by his side while vehicles whiz past late at
night.

P.1. 6/C,
Pix

33

Ethical

N'GANG
TRAWLER
CAPSIZE: 5
More bodies

Five more bodies were recovered from the Buriganga
river yesterday, raising the death toll to 16 in the
Narayanganj trawler capsize. Of the dead, two were
identified as Abdus Samad, 35, son of late Wahed Ali; and
Habib, 12, son of Abdul Aziz of Shaheed Nagar in
Dhaka’s Lalbagh area.

P.2.S/C

12

Ethical

34




recovered

Schoolgirl killed | A schoolgirl was killed after rape at Borokarimpur- | P.13.3/C | 11.25 Ethical
after rape, one Majhipara village in Pirganj upazila of the district on
arrested Thursday night. The victim was identified as Shyamoli
Rani, 10, a Class IV student of Dariyapur Government
Primary School in the upazila.
Abducted SSC én SSC examinee, who was allegedly abducted in | 3 3/0 |55 Ethical
) owainghat upazila of Sylhet district 15 days ago, still
Examln?e .| remains traceless. The victim is Jakir Hossain, 15, son of
schoolgirl  still | |oca] trader Harun-ur-Rashid of Tarukhal village in the
trackless upazila. He appeared in this year's SSC examinations
from Pashchim Jaflong High School, said family sources.
Police said Jakir was allegedly abducted by a gang on
March 21 when he was returning from Ratargul Bazar in
the upazila.
06.04.2015 | No News Available
07.04.2015 | Photo Story Monipur kids elated after get.ting. textbooks in thgir P2. 3/C, | 15 Ethical
mother tongue at Vanubeel Monipuri Language Centre in | _°
Kamalganj upazila of Moulvibazar yesterday. The books Pix
were distributed during a programme titled “promoting
education and mother tongue of indigenous children”
through which three Monipuri language centres started
their journey.
Minor children Mc.)st of the brick.kilns in Jhalakathi district are using p.13. 4/C, | 42 Ethical
children in the risky work for low wages, in gross | _:
employed 35 | violation of law. Children as small as five or six years’ old Pix
brick kiln | 4re engaged in brick manufacturing and carrying work as
labourers!

demand for such workers increase in the dry season that
sees full operation of the brick kilns, said workers.
Visiting around 40 brick fields in different areas of the
district recently, this correspondent found children
working in almost all of the kilns. Most of the brick kilns
are operating illegally, without any permission from the
authorities concerned, sources said.

35




© Daffodil International University | Page 36



Table 7.2
Summary of coverage in Daily Star

Treatment Quantity
S/C 2

S/C

D/C

3/C

4/C

5/C

6/C
With pix
Box news

T N S T ¢ L T Y

Total amount in Column-incheses = 227.8
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Table 8.1

Content Analysis of coverage of children in the content of UNICEF’s Ethical Guideline by Daily New Age

Date

Headline

News
(Relevant Portion)

Treatment

Length in
Column-inches

Observation

Ethical Unethical

01.04.2015

Assailant  kills
BRTA  official’s
wife in attack on
family

The family of an official of Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority came under attack of an unidentified assailant
at their home, leaving his wife dead, and the officer and
his nine-year-old daughter critically injured. Monday
night, Krishna Kaberi, aged around 35, was hit in the head
with a hammer and then set on fire, while her husband,
Sitangshu Biswas, a deputy director of BRTA, and
daughter Ordi Biswas, were also hit on the head inside
their apartment in the capital’s Mohammadpur area. Their
other daughter, Sruti Biswas, 15, also came under attack
but escaped serious injury. The assailant was reportedly
known to the family.

P.1.3/C

21.75

Ethical

02.04.2015

Attack on BRTA
officer’s family

Dispute over
investment in
share likely
motive

Feud over share market investment, or a sinister plot to
usurp the investment money, probably led the attack on
the BRTA officer and his family members that led to his
wife’s death, suspect investigators. Police are however yet
to trace the assailant despite two days having elapsed
since the incident. Monday night, Krishna Kaberi, aged
around 35, was killed when an assailant hit her on the
head with a hammer and then set her on fire, while her
husband, Sitangshu Biswas, a deputy director of BRTA,
and daughter Adri Biswas, were also hit on the head
inside their apartment in the capital's Mohammadpur
area.

P.3.D/C

19

Ethical

03.04.2015

Two children
killed in Savar
bomb blasts

Two minor boys were killed in a massive bomb explosion
in Savar Thursday afternoon. The deceased were
identified as Shuvo Rahman, Shuvo, 11, and Hannan alias
Hridoy, 10, said Dhaka district assistant police
superintendent Md Rasel Sheikh. The explosion took place

P.1.S/C

10

Ethical
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around 4:30pm at Biruliya Bomka area where the kids
were playing there, said locals.
Don’t neglect | The prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, on Thursday urged all | P.2. 3/C 18 Ethical
autistic children, | not to neglect the autistic and disabled people as they
people: PM belong to this society. ‘I will urge all the healthy citizens of
society to be more sympathetic to the autistic and disabled
people and extend their hand of sympathy to them,” she
said.
04.04.2015 | Schoolgirl A schoolgirl was rescued from Rudrapur frontier under | P.4.3/C 7.5 Ethical
rescued while | Sharsha in Jessore while being trafficked into India on
being trafficked Thursday night. The victim is a resident of Nayatola in the
capital and a high school student.
05.04.2015 | No News Available
06.04.2015 | No News Available
07.04.2015 | 2 minor siblings | Two minor siblings, who were allegedly kidnapped from | P.12.S/C | 6.5 Ethical
kidnapped from Badda in the capital on Saturday, were found dead at
Dhaka found | Bhawal National Park in Gazipur on Monday. The
dead in Gazipur deceased were identified as Obaidullah, 7, and Nazmul
Hasan, 5, sons of Shamsul Haque residing at Badda area of
the capital and from Nandail in Mymensingh.
Table 8.2
Summary of coverage in Daily New Age
Treatment Quantity
S/C 2
D/C 1
3/C 3
4/C 0
With pix 0
Box news 0

Total amount in Column-incheses = 82.75
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Table 9.1

Content Analysis of coverage of children in the content of UNICEF’s Ethical Guideline by Daily Independent

Date

Headline

News
(Relevant Portion)

Treatment

Length in
Column-inches

Observation

Ethical | Unethical

01.04.2015

Female
teacher
murdered
capital:
Husband,
daughters
in attack

college

in

hurt

The wife of a top BRTA (Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority) official was hacked and allegedly burnt to death
and her husband and daughters were injured by an
assailant in the city's Mohammadpur area yesterday night.
The deceased, Krishna Kaberi Bishwas, 34, a teacher at the
Mohammadpur Mission International College, was wife of
Sitangshu Shekhar Bishwas, a deputy director of the BRTA.

According to Kaberi's brother Pintu Bishwas, one of their
'acquaintances' visited their house with a cake, biscuits and
fruits around 9:30pm. He was talking to Sitangshu in the
drawing room while Kaberi Bishwas was teaching her
younger daughter in another room, he said quoting the
victim’s daughter Sruti Bishwas.

Sitangshu fell to the floor senseless after eating the cake,
biscuits and fruits. At one stage, the guest hit him with an
iron hammer, the eyewitness said. Sitangshu’s daughters
Adri (6) and Sruti (14) also suffered injuries when they,
along with their mother, tried to help Sitangshu.

P.1. 7/C,
Pix

36

Ethical

02.04.2015

Bodies of
girls found

two

Police recovered the decomposed bodies of two
schoolgirls, who went missing four days ago, from Dovagi
village in Shibganj upazila of the district yesterday
afternoon.

The victims were identified as Latifa Khatun, 9, daughter
of Abdul Latif and Akhi Akhtar, 9, daughter of Ashraful
Alam of Charkanchira Daktarpara village.

P.19.S/C

Ethical

03.04.2015

Don’t
people

neglect

with

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday urged all not to
neglect the autistic and disabled people as they belong to

P.2. 4/C,

42

Ethical

40




autism, this society, reports UNB. | Pix
disabilities: PM “I'll urge all the healthy citizens of society to be more
sympathetic to the autistic and disabled people and extend
their hand of sympathy to them,” she said. The Prime
Minister was addressing a function marking the 8th World
Autism Awareness Day at Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre (BICC) in the capital.
Explosion of | Two madrassa students were killed and another injured | P.20.3/C | 19 Ethical
grenade-like when a “grenade-like object’ went off at Mustapur village
object: 2 children of Birulia Union Parishad in Savar on the outskirts of the
killed in Savar capital yesterday. The deceased was identified as Ridoy,
11, son of flower trader Shafiqul Islam, hailing from
Mostapur village, and Shuvo, 12, son of one Abdullah,
hailing from Nayapara village in the same area.
04.04.2015 | No News Available
05.04.2015 | Child marriage | A bid to marry off a girl child was foiled at Chapali village | P.18.S/C | 3 Ethical
bid foiled in Kaliganj upazila on yesterday morning. Locals said the
12-year-old girl, a class-VII of Solimunnesa Pilot Girls’
High School, was saved from an early marriage by the
timely intervention of the local administration.
06.04.2015 | No News Available
07.04.2015 | No News Available
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Table 9.2
Summary of coverage in Daily Independent

Treatment Quantity
S/C 2
D/C 0
3/C 1
4/C 1
7/C 1
With pix 2
Box news 0

Total amount in Column-incheses = 104
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Table 10.1

Content Analysis of coverage of children in the content of UNICEF’s Ethical Guideline by Daily Sun

. News Length in Observation
Date Headline (Relevant Portion) Treatment Column-inches | Ethical | Unethical
01.04.2015 | Wife killed, | A former female college teacher was killed and her | P.1. D/C, | 22 Ethical
BRTA  officials | husband, a top government official, and their two | pix
family under | daughters were injured in a grisly attack by a man known
attack: Mother, | to them in their flat at Mohammadpur in the capital on
daughter hacked Monday night
to death in | Krishna Kaberi Biswas, 40, wife of Sitangsu Shekhar
Gazipur Biswas, deputy director of Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA), died several hours later at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. Krishna was a teacher of Mission
International College.
Sitangsu and his two daughters -- Shruti Biswas, 14, and
Audri Biswas, 8, -- are now undergoing treatment at a
private hospital.
02.04.2015 | Missing HSC | An HSC examinee who remained missing since Tuesday | P.1. 3/C, | 15 Ethical
examinee found | afternoon was found dead in the city’s North Kattoli area | pix
dead in CTG on Wednesday.
The deceased was identified as Samit Dutta, 17, son of
Shyamal Dutta, of the area. He was a student of Mostafa
Hakim Degree College.
He was due to appear in this year’'s HSC examination that
began countrywide on Wednesday.
Sources said Samit had remained missing since he went to
a pond for washing his hands before his lunch on Tuesday
afternoon.
Three-yr-old boy | Two people, including a three-year-old boy, were killed in | P.3.S/C 5 Ethical
among two | a road accident in Bhogra area in front of Barsa Cinema
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killed in Gazipur
road accident

Hall on Dhaka-Mymensingh highway in Gazipur city on
Wednesday.

The victims were identified as Digash Dash, 48, son of
Dinesh Chandra Dash of Phulpur in Mymensingh, and the
victim’s nephew Babu.

Police said Digash and his nephew were crushed under the
wheels of a Gazipur-bound bus of Balaka Paribahan in the
area while they were crossing the road there at about 12:00
noon.

03.04.2015 | Autistic children | The number of autistic children is increasing in the country | P.16. D/C | 23 Ethical
on the rising because of physical and mental pressure on women,
country: unhealthy food habit, hectic and undisciplined lifestyle and
Treatment high radiation of electromagnetic waves, health experts
facilities said.
expanded to 10
public  medical
colleges
Two children | Two minor boys were killed in an explosion at Bamuka | P.16.5/C | 5 Ethical
killed in Savar | village under Birolia union here on Thursday afternoon,
blast reports UNB.
The victims were identified as Shuvo, 8, and Hridoy, 8,
students of a local madrasah.
Photo Caption Students of Mirza Ahmed Ispahani High School pose for | P.4. 14 Ethical
photograph with UK teachers on the school ground at | 3.5/C
Pahartali in Chittagong on Thuesday.
04.04.2015 | Children in | Children engaged and sheltered in different organisations | P.3.D/C | 10 Ethical

organisations
face abuse,
harassment

are facing harassment including sexual abuse which is
causing a serious threat to relationship between the
organisations and the children.
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05.04.2015 | Photo Caption Winners of a painting competition pose for photograph | P.4. 5/C, | 25 Ethical
with Dhaka Universithy vide chancellor Prof AAMS Arefin | pix
Siddique at the TSC cafeteria on the campus on Saturday.
Babies are born | Babies have an innate understanding of the way the world | P.16. 18 Ethical
with a grasp of | works and will pay more attention to objects if they appear | D/C, Pix
Physics to defy the basic laws of physics, a pioneering study has
found.
06.04.2015 | Photo Caption Begum Dilshad Nahar Aziz, wife of BGB direcgtor general | P.4. 3/C 13.5 Ethical
Maj Gen Aziz Ahmed, administers a polio vaccine to a
child to inaugurate the Pneumocococal Conjugate Vaccine
(PCV) programme at Mother and Child Welfare Centre at
the BGB headquarters in the city on Sunday.
07.04.2015 | Two minor boys | Police recovered the bodies of two minor boys from Bhawal | P.3.S/C 4.5 Ethical
found dead in | National Forest area under Sadar upazilla of the district on
Gazipur Monday.
Table 10.2
Summary of coverage in Daily Sun
Treatment Quantity
S/C 3
D/C 4
3/C 2
4/C 1
5/C 1
With pix 4
Box news 0

Total amount in Column-incheses = 155

45




Table 11: Comparative presentation of children coverage by 10 different newspapers

Treatment
Name of Publication
S/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box Total
Daily Prothom Alo 3 3 6 1 0 5 2 20
Daily Jugantor 11 3 2 0 0 3 1 20
Daily Ittefaq 10 10 2 0 0 6 0 28
Daily Naya Diganta 8 10 0 0 0 2 3 23
Daily Kaler Kantho 6 4 3 1 0 5 3 22
Daily Samakal 6 4 2 0 0 5 1 18
Daily Star 3 1 5 1 2 4 1 17
Daily New Age 2 1 2 0 0 0 0 5
Daily Independent 2 0 1 1 1 2 0 7
Daily Sun 3 4 2 1 1 4 0 15

Note: All the coverages were determined as ethical representation, with respect to UNICEF's Guideline for Reporting on Children.




Table 12

Comparative presentation of children coverage in the basis of space acquired (in Column-incheses) by 10 newspapers

Name of Publication

Measurement Column-inches

Daily Prothom Alo 221.75
Daily Jugantor 131.25
Daily Ittefaq 212.25
Daily Naya Diganta 74
Daily Kaler Kantho 182.25
Daily Samakal 168.25
Daily Star 227.8
Daily New Age 82.75
Daily Independent 104
Daily Sun 155
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Chapter 5

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

5.1 Analysis

Table 13: Number and Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Prothom Alo

Treatment
Name of Publication
S/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
[¢F] ) [¢F] 0] (] ] (0] TOtal
s £ | s £ls| s g 5| £ 8| E g £
Ne! 8 Q 8 Q 8 9 8 Q 8 Q 8 Q 8
Daily Prothom Alo g g g g g 5 § = § = § = § =
Z a0 Z o Z a0 Z | & Z a0 Z o Z a0
3 15% 3 |15%| 6 |30%| 1 [5%| 0 0% | 5 [25%| 2 |10% | 100%

Graph 01: Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Prothom Alo

15% 15%

30%

5%

-

25%

10%

s/C D/C

3/C 4/C 5/C and above

Pix Box
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Table 14: Number and Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Jugantor

Treatment
Name of Publication
S/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
% % % ; % % N
=~ _9 = “(g = _9 —~ ‘%D —~ -‘CS —~ -‘Cg = S
g g 21 5|28 |2]% 8 c |2 5|2 =
Daily Jugantor £ o E|l ¢ | E| g |E|¢g| E S | E| 2| | ¢
Z & Z e |z | & |z Z. s |zl & Z | e
11 55% 3 [15%| 2 |10%| 0 |0% | O 0% | 3 |15% | 1 | 5% | 100%
Graph 02: Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Jugantor
55%
15% 15%
10%
5%
0% 0% -
s/C D/C 3/C 4/c 5/C and above Pix Box
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Table 15: Number and Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Ittefaq

Treatment
Name of Publication
S/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
) ) ) ) ) ) ) Total
&0 &0 &0 50 ) ) 50
) 8 ) 8 ) 8 o) 8 o) 8 ) 8 ) i
. 215 | €5 2| 5|2 5|28 |2 5 £z
Daily Ittefag g 2 § 2 § 2 g 2 g 2 g 2 g 2
Z at Z ot Z ot Z a9 Z ! Z st Z | ~
10 | 35.72% | 10 |35.72% | 2 | 713% | 0 | 0% | O 0% | 6 |2143% | 0 | 0% | 100%
Graph 03: Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Ittefag
35.72% 35.72%
21.43%
7.13%
0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
s/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
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Table 16: Number and Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Naya Diganta

Treatment
Name of Publication
S/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
) ) ) ) ) ) ) Total
) ) &0 ) ) 50 50
) s ) 8 ) 8 o) 8 ) 8 ) 8 ) i
Q g Q 8 Q g Q 5 Q 5 Q g Q g
Daily Naya Diganta g o g 2 g 2 g 2 g & § & § &
)] (] ) (@] (@] ) )
Z ~ Z ~ Z at Z ~ Z ~ Z ~ Z ~
8 | 3478% | 10 |4348% | 0 [0% | 0 | 0% | O 0% | 2 [870% | 3 |13.04% | 100%
Graph 04: Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Naya Diganta
43.48%
34.78%
13.04%
8.70%
0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
s/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
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Table 17: Number and Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Kaler Kantho

Name of Treatment
Publication .
S/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
) ) ) ) ) v v Total
50 50 50 5D 5D 5D 5D
) 3 z 3 ) 3 z 3 z 3 z 8 ) 3
Q g Q 5 Nel 5 Q g Nel g 2 g Q g
Daily Kaler Kantho g g g g g g § = § 5 § = § =
Z ~ Z ~ Z ~ Z o~ Z A Z A~ Z A~
6 | 2726% | 4 |1818% | 3 | 1364% | 1 | 455% | 0 0% | 5| 2273% | 3 | 13.64% | 100%
Graph 05: Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Kaler Kantho
27.26%
22.73%
18.18%
13.64% 13.64%
4.55%
s/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
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Table 18: Number and Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Samakal

Name of Treatment
Publication s/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
) [ [ ) ) ) ) TOtal
. g | = g | = g | = & . g | x ¥ | = &
Bl 2 B E LBl 2B E|E] O B OE|EOZ
Daily Samakal £ 2 E 2 z 2 E 2 & 2 & 2 g 2
Z ~ Z ~ Z ~ Z ~ Z A~ Z o~ Z o~
6 |3333% | 4 [2222% | 2 [1111% | 0 | 0% 0 0% |5 |27.78% | 1 | 556% | 100%
Graph 06: Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Samakal
33.33%
27.78%
22.22%
11.11%
5.56%
0.00% 0.00% .
s/C D/C 3/C 4/c 5/C and above Pix Box
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Table 19: Number and Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Star

Name of Treatment
Publication s/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
) ) ) v ) w w Total
50 50 50 50 5D 5D 5D
) 8 z 3 z 3 z 3 ) 3 ) 8 g 3
. 21 5 |2 5 |2 5 2| 5 | £ 5 |2 5 |2| ¢
Daily Star g % g % g % § % § % § % § %
Z. ¥ Z. o~ Z o~ Z. ~ Z A Z ¥ Z ¥
3 [1765% | 1 | 588% | 5 |2941% | 1 | 5.88% 2 11.76% | 4 | 2353% | 1 | 5.89% | 100%
Graph 07: Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Star
29.41%
23.53%
17.65%
11.76%
5.88% 5.88% 5.89%
s/C D/C 3/C 4/c 5/C and above Pix Box
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Table 20: Number and Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily New Age

Name of Treatment
Publication .
S/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
) ) ) ) ) ) ) Total
&0 &0 &0 50 &0 &0 &0
z 8 ) 8 ) 8 ) 8 ) S ) 8 ) 8
. 21 5 |2 5 |2 5 2| 5 | £ 5 |2 5 |2| ¢
Daily New Age g % g % g % g % g % g % g %
Z at Z at Z at Z ~ Z ~ Z ~ Z ~
2 | 40% | 1 | 20% | 2| 4% | 0 | 0% 0 0% | 0] 0% | 0| 0% |100%
Graph 08: Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily New Age
40.00% 40.00%
20.00%
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
s/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
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Table 31: Number and Percentage distribution of children news by Daily Independent

Name of Treatment
Publication s/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
v o o o w v v Total
5D 5D 5D 5D 5D 5D 5D
) g g b g b g S g S g g g g
Q g Q 5 Q 5 Q g Q 5 Q g Q g
Daily Independent g g g g g g § = § 5 § = § =
Z A Z ~ Z ~ Z ~ Z. ¥ Z. A Z A
2 |2857% | 0 0% 1 |1429% | 1 |1429% | 1 14.29% | 2 | 2857% | 0 0% 100%
Graph 09: Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Independant
28.57% 28.57%
14.29% 14.29% 14.29%
5/C and above Box
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Table 22: Number and Percentage distribution of children news by Daily Sun

Name of Treatment
Publication s/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
) v v v ) w w Total
50 50 50 50 5D 5D 5D
) 8 z 3 ) 3 z 3 ) 3 ) 8 g 3
. 21 5 |2 5 |2 5 2| 5 | £ 5 |2 5 |2| ¢
Daily Sun g % g % g % § % § % § % § %
Z. ¥ Z. A Z A Z. ~ Z A Z ¥ Z ¥
3 [20% 4 12667% | 2 |1333% | 1 | 6.67% 1 6.67% | 4 |26.67% | O 0% 100%
Graph 10: Percentage distribution of Children Coverage by Daily Sun
26.67% 26.67%
20.00%
13.33%
6.67% 6.67%
s/C D/C 3/C 4/C 5/C and above Pix Box
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Table 23: Coverage Percentage of children news in 10 different Daily Newspapers

Name of Children News coverage Total Print area Coverage afficiency of Children News
Publication (Column-inches) (Column-inches) (in percentage)

Daily Prothom Alo 221.75 22960 0.97%
Daily Jugantor 131.25 22960 0.57%
Daily Ittefaq 212.25 22960 0.92%
Daily Naya Diganta 74 18368 0.40%
Daily Kaler Kantho 182.25 22960 0.79%
Daily Samakal 168.25 22960 0.73%
Daily Star 227.8 18368 1.24%
Daily New Age 82.75 13776 0.60%
Daily Independent 104 22960 0.45%
Daily Sun 155 18368 0.84%
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Graph 11: Coverage Percentage of children news in 10 different Daily Newspapers

1.24%
0.97%
0.92%
0.84%
0.79%
0.73%
0.57% 0.60%
0.45%
0.40%
Prothom Alo Jugantor Ittefaqg Naya Diganta Kaler Kantho Samakal Daily Star New Age Independant Daily Sun
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5.2 Discussion

None of the news contents including reports, photographs found were against the

ethical standard set by UNICEF Children Reporting Guideline.

Daily Prothom Alo imposes highest priority in three column (3/C) news that was 30
percent of the total news whereas 25 percent priority was found for pictures. Sigle
coulmn (S/C) and double column (D/C) news has got 15 percent of the overall
coverage. 10 percent of the total coverage was published in box and four column (4/C)
news only 5 percent of the total coverage. No news has been found having the

treatment of five columns (5/C) or above (Graph 01).

Daily Jugantor was a bit more single column centric where 55 percent of their children
news was with single column treatment. For Jugantor double column and three
columns coverages were 15 and 10 percent of the total coverage. No four or higher
column coverage has been found there though 5 percent of the total coverage was in

box. 15 percent of the coverage was in pictures (Graph 02).

Samely Daily Ittefag also did not have any 4 or more column coverage whereas 35.72
percent coverage has been in single and double column news contents. 7.13 percent of
the total coverage was with 3 column treatment and 21.43 percent was in pictures. No

box content was found in Daily Ittefag (Graph 03).

In Daily Naya Diganta no news with three or higher number column coverage has been
found. Most priorty was found in double column coverage with 43.48 percent and 34.78

percent of the overall coverage was with single coverage. 8.7 percent of the coverage
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was in pictures. Naya Diganta imposes a higher percentage in box news i.e. 13.04

percent of the total coverage (Graph 04).

Daily Kaler Kantho has a gradual degradation in column based priority index where
single column, double column, three column and four column news gets the coverage
priority of 27.26 percent, 17.18 percent, 13.64 percent and 4.55 percent accordingly. No
news has been found with five or more columns. 22.73 percent of coverage was covered

by pictures as 13.64 percent was found with box coverage (Graph 05).

Same nature of Kaler Kantho was found in Daily Samakal also. Single column, double
column and three column news gets the coverage priority of 33.33 percent, 22.22 percent
and 11.11 percent accordingly. No four or more column news has been found where
picture gets most priority with 27.78 percent or coverage and box news gets a bit lower

imprtance of 5.56 percent (Graph 06).

In between all Daily Star shows a mixed bit impression where single column, double
column gets the coverage of 17.65 and 5.88 percent of the overall news of children.
Three column news gets highest priority of 29.41 percent. On the contrary four and five
or more column news gets 5.88 and 11.76 percentage of overall children coverage. 23.53

percent of coverage was picture and 5.89 percent of news was presented in box (Graph

07).

Daily New Age’s coverage seems a bit impassionate as there was no box news, no picture

or no news with four or more columns. Only single, double and three column news
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were available which was 40 percent, 20 percent and 40 percent of total news covering

the children issue (Graph 08).

Daily Independent’s news shows high and equal percentage in single column and
pictures, which is 28.57 percent of the total news covered on children. No double
column or box news was available. An equal persent of 14.29 was availed in three, four

and five column news (Graph 09).

Lastly Daily Sun 26.67 percent of news was found both in double column news items
and pictures. Four and five column news were having the same percentage of 6.67
among the over coverage on children, where 13.33 percent was in three column
presentation. Single column news was having 20 percent of total news coverage on

children (Graph 10).

In our observation we have taken our sample newspapers within the time frame
starting from April 01, 2015 to April 07, 2015. If within the weeklong timeframe the total
Column-incheses area allocated for children news be devided by the newspaper’s
whole publication area and value calculated in percentage, how percentage of the
weeklong publication’s publication area gets allocated for the children can be
calculated. From this manner we found Daily Star be more serious about covering news
on children having 1.24 percent of their publication area allocated for children news
within the specified time. On the contrary Daily Naya Diganta has been found having
less priority on children news with the coverage afficiency of 0.40 percent of the

weeklong coverage. The other newspapers with the children news prioratisation with
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respect to allocating space in publication was as follows: Daily Prothom Alo with 0.97
percent, Daily Ittefag with 0.92 percent, Daily Sun with 0.84%, Daily Kaler Kantho with
0.79 percent, Daily Samakal with 0.73 percent, Daily New Age with 0.60 percent, Daily
Jugantor with 0.57 percent and Daily Independent with 0.40 percent space occupied by the

children news of the whole publication area.
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CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION

6.1 Conclusion

It has been found that all the newspapers studied in Bangladesh are concerned about the ethical
issues by strictly following the UNICEF’s ethical guideline to make news on children. Most of
the newspapers are not properly concerned to give proper priority to the children news. Within
the timeframe only one newspaper has covered children news at its pick, which is 1.24% of its
total print area whereas the rest have the priority level below 1% to allocate news regarding
children in their publications. Even for some the occupancy of printable are is near 0.5% which

directly reflects their impassivity towards this specific area.

6.2 Recommendation

Though within the specified time frame no news have been found disobeying the UNICEF’s
guideline to cover news on children, but still the journalism practitioners about the issue and
strengthening their ethical values on other areas than covering children should be emphasized.
Alongside the media house owning authorities including the news industry action force that is
the journalists has to be made perfectly aware about valuating news on children to cover in their
respected news media with proper treatment. However, based on the study, the researcher would

like to make the following recommendations:
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1. Training: Training of journalism practitioners as well as the media house owners are
necessary to aware the whole industry about the importance to prioritize children news to cover

with proper and adequate news treatment.

2. Duties of Bangladesh Press Council: The Bangladesh Press Council can set some rules to

enforce the newspaper authorities to prioritize news on children.

3. Responsibility of the Government: Governmental monitoring can bring a good solution to this
problem of less prioratisation of children issues in case of publishing news or providing

treatment to the news.

4. Engagement of academic people: Engagement of academic personnel can contribute to settle
up that knowledge gap and aware the existing journalists about the newsworthiness of news

contents on children.
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.SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2015

Schoolgirl rescued whﬂe
being trafficked

Our Correspondent - Jessore

A SCHOOLGIRL was res-
cued from Rudrapur frontier
under Sharsha in Jessore
while being trafficked into
India on Thursday night.

The victim is a resident of
Nayatola in the capital and a
high school student.

She told journalists that
people of Rudrapur frontier
area under Sharsha rescued
her hearing her scream

-when: one Shaurabh Hos-

sain of Dhaka tried to hand
her over to human traffick-
ers on Thursday night.
‘Shaurabh  brought ~me
to the frontier earlier in the

70

name of visiting the Bena-
pole land port,’ she added.

Enamul Haque, officer-
in-charge of Sharsha Police
Station, confirming the in-
cident, said guardians of the
victim were told to take back
their child.

‘None was arrested in this
connection,” he added. .
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Minor children employed
as brick kiln labourers!

Owners lure hundreds of poor kids into the risky job for
low wages in Jhalakathi

M JAHIRUL ISLAM JEWEL,
halakathi

Most of the brick kilns in
Jhalakathi district are using
children in the risky work
for low wages, in gross viola-
tion of law.

Children as small as five
or six years' old are engaged
in brick manufacturing and
carrying work as demand for
such workers increase in the
dry season that sees full
operation of the brick kilns,
said workers.

Visiting around 40 brick
fields in different areas of
the district recently, this
correspondent found chil-
dren working in almost all
ofthekilns.

Most of the brick kilns are

operating illegally, without
any permission from the
authorities concerned,
sources said.

"1 get Tk 20 for carrying
one hundred bricks from
the field to the furnace. A
child usually earns Tk 60 to
150 a day working here
while an adult worker gets

Tk 450 to 600 for the same

amount of work,” said
eight-year-old Sajal, who
works at a small brick kiln at
Balaybari of Rajajpur.
Owners of brick kilns
even torture children if they
want to leave the workplace,
said Sujon, a child worker at
abrickkiln at Rajapur.
Parents of these children
of school going age send
them to brick kilns for add-

ing to family income, said
several child workers.

“The children often
receive minor injuries
when they work in the
brick fields but we are not
worried about it. We are
only worried about major
injuries that might cause
death to any child," said a
brick owner seeking ano-
nymity.

“The children are sternly
instructed to hide or flee the
place if they see any
unknown person. Brick kiln
owners also intimidate
these children by saying that
they would be handed over
to police if they disobey the
employers,” said Saiful, a
brick manufacturer.

“Engaging children in the

risky work at brick kilns is
illegal and gross violation of
children's rights,” said
Akkas Shikder, a lawyer of
Jhalakathi.

“Working in such an
unhygienic and risky envi-
ronment often causes respi-
ratory and skin diseases and
other problems to children.
It leaves long term negative
effect on their body and
mind,” said Md Nazrul
Islam, civil surgeon of
Jhalakathi.

The brick kiln owners are
violating children's rights
by engaging them in the
risky and inhuman works,
said Roushanara Begum,
deputy manager of
Jhalakathi office of Save the
Children.

PHOTO: STAR

TOO PAINFUL TO SEE: These tiny tots, supposed to be spending time at school during the daytime, are employed as chea,
labodrers at an unlicensed brick kiln at Balaybari in Rajapur upazila under Jhalakathi district. Hundreds of children
the district are engaged in similar work as their parents are too poor and the brick kiln owners do not want to miss the

opportunity to exploit them.
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Two minor boys
found dead
in Gazipur

....... A CORRESPONDENT
GAZIPUR: Police recov-
ered the bodies of two
minor boys from Bhawal
National Forest area un-
der Sadar upazila of the
‘district on Monday.

The identity of the
victims, aged around six,
could not be known im-
mediately.

Sub-Inspector Md
Rafikul Islam, also in-
charge of Hotapara Po-
lice Outpost under Joy-
debpur Police Station,
said -locals spotted the
bodies of the minor
boys in the area and in-
formed the police.

Later, police recovered
the bodies and sent those
to Gazipur Shaheed Tajud-
din Ahmed Medical Col-
lege and Hospital morgue.
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www.theindependentbd.com

Bodies ot 2
girls found

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Chapainawabganj

Police recovered the decom-
posed bodies of two school-
girls, who went mlssmgrfour
days ago, from Dovagi village

anj upazila of the
district yes

The victims were identified
as Latifa Khatun, 9, daughter
of Abdul Latif and Akhi Akhtar,
9, daughter of Ashraful Alam
of Charkanchira Daktarpara
village. Both were the students
of class three of Char Babupur
Government Primary School
of the upazila. SI of Shibganj
police Nur Alam said being
informed a team of police
rushed to the spot and recov-
ered the bodies from a maize
field at around 2 pm. The girls
were missing since March 28.
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