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A B S T R A C T   

Natural gamma radiation exposure to humans can possess significant health risks when exposed either externally 
or internally. Though risks are not established at low doses, the exposure levels are set based on conservative 
approach. In this work, 22 bore-well rock samples were collected from the agricultural area of Dharmapuri 
district, Tamil Nadu to evaluate the radiation exposure to humans living in that area using a gamma-ray spec
trometer. The results shows that, the activity concentration of 238U ranges from MDA to 87±2 Bq kg− 1 with an 
average value of 25 Bq kg− 1, and for 232Th it ranges from MDA to 10±2 Bq kg− 1, and for the 40K it ranges from 
167±9 to 669±10 Bq kg− 1 with the mean value of 310 Bq kg− 1. The various radiological parameters are 
calculated and compared with the world-recommended limit to assess the radiation hazards. To identify the 
relation among the natural radioisotopes, Pearson correlation analysis was performed between the radiological 
variables. It reveales that radionuclides 238U and 232Th strongly correlated with each other and radiological 
parameters. This implies that 238U and 232Th originated from the same source and 40K was derived from different 
sources.   

1. Introduction 

Natural background radiation is primarily caused by land-based 
radioactive nuclides such as 238U and 232Th found in various concen
trations in rocks, soil, water, and building materials [1,2]. Radionuclides 
such as 238U, 232Th, and 40K, radon, thoron, and their progeny, 
contribute a significant portion of the background radiation [3]. Nearly 
97% of total radiation exposure comes from natural sources, with only 
about 3 % coming from artificial sources [4]. The radiation decay series 
of 238U comprises a range of radionuclides with complex characteristics 
and release alpha, beta, and gamma radiation throughout the decay 
process [3]. Long-term exposure to the short-lived progeny of uranium 
and thorium precursors (such as 226Ra and 228Ra) through inhalation has 
several health effects. Through the natural decay process, the high 
concentration of uranium and thorium in dwelling media can cause lung 
cancer, kidney damage, cancer of the bone or liver, leucopenia, anemia, 
and necrosis of the mouth [5]. 

Several types of rock samples were quantitatively determined for 

radionuclides. The concentrations are widely distributed in nature, they 
have been found to be dependent on local geological conditions and thus 
vary from place to place [5,6]. In daily life, we inhale and breathe the 
radionuclides from the air, we ingest them from food and water intake, 
for instance, the water obtained from bore well contains a greater con
centration of radionuclides and a non-negligible number of people from 
some countries/areas usually drink and utilize such water regularly for 
daily household purpose and received radiation exposure both exter
nally and internally [7,8]. This is due to underground water frequently 
flows through the rock and soil, hence the radioactive materials avail
able in such media may easily dissolve in the water. 

The natural radioactivity on rock samples is critical for under
standing the radionuclide migration processes in the lithosphere. Dril
ling is utilized for a variety of purposes, including the extraction of oil, 
groundwater, minerals, and some other previously unknown forms of 
rocks from the ground [9]. It is also crucial to recognize the importance 
of geological structure and rock type as sources of radionuclides in rock 
samples. During the drilling process, different types of rocks such as 
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sedimentary rock, sandstone, limestone, etc., were unearthed in the 
form of a fine powder, and a huge amount is deposited in the agricultural 
land. Hydrothermally metamorphosed rocks are those that have been 
altered by hydrothermal fluids at high temperatures and moderate 
pressures [10]. 

Understanding the radionuclide concentrations and distributions is 
interesting because it provides useful information for environmental 
radioactivity monitoring [11]. Natural environmental radioactivity and 
the associated external exposure due to gamma radiation are primarily 
determined by geological and geographical conditions and appeared 
rocks at different depths in each drilled rock [12]. Since the agricultural 
soil in the study area contains a non-negligible amount of rocky texture, 
there is a high possibility of receiving a significant amount of radiation 
dose by the local populace via external (direct gamma ray exposure) and 
internal (ingestion of radionuclides through the soil-to-foodstuffs path
ways). Therefore, the present study is important from the perspectives of 
health, hygiene, and radiology to assess doses and health risks resulting 
from gamma-emitting radionuclides in agricultural soil [11,13]. Hence 
the main objectives of the present study are (i) to determine the activity 
concentration of 238U, 232Th, and 40K using NaI(Tl) gamma-ray spec
trometry in bore-well rock samples and (ii) to calculate the associated 
radiological parameters and compared with recommended limit (iii) to 
assess the source of radionuclides from Pearson correlation and cluster 
analysis. 

2. Materials and methods 

2.1. Study area 

The latitude and longitude are noted in every sampling point and 
bore-well rock samples were collected from the agricultural area of 
Dharmapuri district, Tamil Nadu [5]. Nearly 2000 houses and many 
cultivated crops like vegetables, paddy, sugarcane, maize, and cotton 
were nearby. Therefore, people have been living in these places for more 
than tens of hundreds of years. In the last few years, the Dharmapuri 
district has drilled large numbers of bore-well to extract groundwater for 
farming and domestic uses. The sampling points are shown in Fig. 1. 

2.2. Sample collection and preparation 

A total of 22 borewells with a huge amount of powdered rock sam
ples deposition was found in the study area. At each sampling point, 
about 1–2 kg of samples are collected and it was stored in polythene bags 
and labeled as BSI-1 to BSI-22 and transported to the laboratory [14]. In 

the laboratory, samples are air-dried for 2–3 days, and oven dried at a 
temperature of 110 ◦C for 2 h until all moisture content was completely 
removed [15]. The dried samples were then ground into a fine powder, 
using an agate mortar and pestle, and sieved through a 63 μm mesh size 
to reach homogenize and stored in Marinelli beakers and sealed by using 
Teflon tape and kept for four weeks to reach an equilibrium of 
short-lived daughters of the 222Rn and 220Rn with their long-lived parent 
radionuclides 238U and 232Th [5,7]. 

2.3. Gamma-ray spectrometry 

Gamma-ray spectrometry is a fast and widespread method used to 
identify the activity concentration of radionuclides. Here, NaI(Tl) scin
tillation detector 3"×3″ integrated with PC-MCA was used to measure 
the activity concentration of radionuclides in the rock samples. The 
cylindrical lead shield is covered in an outer layer (15 cm thick) to 
reduce the background of the detector [14]. The lead shield contained 
an inner concentric cylinder of copper (0.03 mm) to observe the X-ray 
generated in the lead. In the gamma-ray spectrum, three counting 
windows or regions of interest (ROI) were noted [15]. They were 
centered on the three-characteristic photo-peaks, which corresponded to 
the 238U, 232Th, and 40K, decay series, at approximately 1.76 MeV 214Bi, 
2.62 MeV 208Tl, and 1.46 MeV 40K. For 238U, 232Th, and 40K activity 
measurements, the system was calibrated using International Atomic 
Energy Agency [16] certified reference grade materials such as RG-U 
(4940 ± 30 Bq kg− 1), RG-Th (3250 ± 90 Bq kg− 1), and RG-K (14000 

± 400 Bq kg− 1) [17,18]. Additionally, the geometry of the Marinelli 
beakers for reference grade materials and prepared samples are similar 
(height: 12 cm and dia: 6 cm). The energy calibration was done by 
positioning the different gamma sources 60Co (1170 keV and 1330 keV) 
and 137Cs (662 keV), of the known energies on the inside of the detector 
[15]. The prepared samples were placed at the top of the detector in a 
closed system of lead shield and the spectra were recorded in “Anuspect 
gamma spectral analysis software v.1.0” (built by Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre, Mumbai, India) for 10,000 s. From this duration, the 
peak ranges were executed in the multi-channel analyzer MCA [17]. 
According to Currie’s relation, the minimum detectable activity (MDA) 
was calculated by the following equation [19], 

MDA=
4.65 σB

ϵ × T
(1)  

Where σB is the standard deviation of background counts per second, T is 
counting time (s), and ϵ is absolute efficiency for photo peak. From this 

Fig. 1. Sampling points in the study area.  
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equation, the calculated minimum detectable activity (MDA) of the NaI 
(Tl) system for the three nuclides 238U, 232Th, and 40K are 8 Bq kg− 1, 8 
Bq kg− 1, and 30 Bq kg− 1 respectively [18]. 

Activity concentrations of 238U, 232Th, and 40K are calculated by 
using the following formula [20], 

A
(
Bq kg− 1)=

NCPS
W × η (2)  

Where NCPS is the gross count of each radionuclide in the spectrum, W is 
the net weight of the sample, and η – photo peak’s efficiency from ef
ficiency calibration. 

In addition, the level of potential error or variation related to the 
estimated activity concentration values of 238U, 232Th, and 40K in sam
ples was calculated by using the following formula [21], 

σ =

̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅̅
GC + BKG

√

t × W × η (3)  

Where GC is the gross count of each radionuclide, BKG is the background 
count rates, t is the acquisition time in seconds, W is the mass of the 
samples, and η is the efficiency of the detector. 

3. Results and discussion 

3.1. Activity concentration of 238U, 232Th and 40K 

Table 1 gives the specific activity concentrations of naturally 
occurring radionuclides 238U, 232Th, and 40K in rock samples. The 
calculated activity concentration of 238U ranges from MDA to 87±2 Bq 
kg− 1 with a mean of 25 Bq kg− 1 and the 232Th range is MDA to 10±2 Bq 
kg− 1 with a mean of MDA and the 40K range from 167±9 to 669±10 Bq 
kg− 1 with a mean of 310 Bq kg− 1. The activity concentration of the 
radionuclides increases in the order of 232Th<238U<40K. In this study, 
the mean activity concentration of natural radionuclides is lower than 
the world average values 33, 45, and 420 Bq kg− 1 for 238U, 232Th, and 
40K respectively [22–24]. This indicates that activity concentration is 
due to the natural origin in rock samples. 

Table 2 compares the activity concentration of the radionuclides 
238U, 232Th, and 40K found in rock samples from various countries with 
the current study. As reported by Refs. [25–34], the activity concen
tration of 238U in the rock samples in this study area was significantly 
lower than in other nations such as Austria [25], Pakistan [27], Nigeria 
[28], Egypt & Germany (Bir El-Sid, Wadi El-Germal, and Germany) [29] 
and Egypt [31]. Similarly, 232Th of the collected rock samples were 
lower than the other countries shown in Table 2. For 40K, the activity 
concentration in the present study was almost equal to that in Jhark
hand, India, as reported by Zubair [32] and higher than Pakistan [27], 
Nigeria [33], and Jordan [34]. 

Table 1 
The activity concentrations of radionuclides 238U, 232Th, 40K, and radiological parameters for bore-well rock samples.  

Sample ID Latitude Longitude Activity concentrations (Bq kg− 1) Raeq (Bq kg− 1) DRout (nGy h− 1) AEDEout (mSv y− 1) Hin Hex ELCR ( × 10− 3) 
238U±2σ 232Th±2σ 40K±2σ 

BSI 1 12′2′59’’N 78′15′45’’E MDA MDA 271±10 21 22 0.03 0.06 0.06 0.09 
BSI 2 13′3′3’’N 78′15′47’’E 26±3 MDA 255±10 46 44 0.05 0.19 0.12 0.19 
BSI 3 12′2′5’’N 78′16′43’’E 15±2 MDA 356±10 42 43 0.05 0.16 0.11 0.18 
BSI 4 12′3′2’’N 78′16′4’’E 24±3 MDA 290±10 46 45 0.06 0.19 0.13 0.20 
BSI 5 12′2′58’’N 78′16′3’’E 22±3 MDA 291±10 44 44 0.05 0.18 0.12 0.19 
BSI 6 12′3′22’’N 78′16′58’’E MDA MDA 530±12 41 43 0.05 0.11 0.11 0.18 
BSI 7 12′3′0’’N 78′15′43’’E 19±2 MDA 261±9 39 39 0.05 0.16 0.11 0.17 
BSI 8 12′2′59’’N 78′16′4’’E 24±2 MDA 315±9 48 48 0.06 0.20 0.13 0.20 
BSI 9 12′2′53’’N 78′15′44’’E 17±3 MDA 167±9 30 29 0.04 0.13 0.08 0.12 
BSI 10 12′3′59’’N 78′16′43’’E 19±3 MDA 234±10 37 36 0.04 0.15 0.10 0.16 
BSI 11 12′3′2’’N 78′16′0’’E 24±3 MDA 255±9 44 43 0.05 0.18 0.12 0.18 
BSI 12 12′2′55’’N 78′16′43’’E 28±3 MDA 249±9 47 46 0.06 0.20 0.13 0.20 
BSI 13 12′3′22’’N 78′16′10’’E 87±2 10±2 266±8 122 113 0.14 0.56 0.33 0.48 
BSI 14 12′3′19’’N 78′16′7’’E 29±2 MDA 275±9 50 49 0.06 0.21 0.14 0.21 
BSI 15 12′3′3’’N 78′16′19’’E 36±3 MDA 240±9 54 52 0.06 0.24 0.15 0.23 
BSI 16 12′3′6’’N 78′16′14’’E MDA MDA 328±10 25 26 0.03 0.07 0.07 0.11 
BSI 17 12′3′6’’N 78′16′10’’E 50±3 MDA 317±10 74 72 0.09 0.34 0.20 0.31 
BSI 18 12′2′57’’N 78′16′14’’E 52±3 MDA 231±9 70 66 0.08 0.33 0.19 0.29 
BSI 19 12′3′8’’N 78′16′51’’E 52±3 MDA 669±10 104 102 0.12 0.42 0.28 0.44 
BSI 20 12′3′10’’N 78′17′1’’E 21±2 MDA 516±9 61 61 0.07 0.22 0.16 0.26 
BSI 21 12′3′1’’N 78′16′4’’E 14±2 MDA 243±9 33 32 0.04 0.13 0.09 0.14 
BSI 22 12′3′0’’N 78′16′4’’E MDA MDA 256±9 20 21 0.03 0.05 0.05 0.09 
Mean value 25 – 310 50 49 0.06 0.20 0.13 0.21 
World average value 33 45 420 370 59 0.07 1 1 0.29 × 10− 3 

Note: Raeq – Radium equivalent activity; DRout – Outdoor absorbed dose rate; AEDEout – Outdoor annual effective dose; Hin – Internal hazard index; Hex – External 
hazard index; ELCR – Excess lifetime cancer risk. 

Table 2 
Comparison of activity concentration of 238U, 232Th, and 40K in rock samples 
with similar works carried out in other countries.  

Country No. of 
Samples 

Activity concentration (Bq 
kg− 1) 

Reference 

238U 232Th 40K 

Austria 22 55.4 24.6 911 [25] 
Weibei area, 

Shaanxi, China 
9 22.0 75.9 968.5 [26] 

Pakistan 20 439.5 50.5 207.3 [27] 
Okene, Nigeria 19 31.94 23.27 828.02 [28] 
Bir El-Sid (Egypt) 100 57.4 53.4 1041.4 [29] 
Wadi El-Germal 

(Egypt) 
39 47.9 1031 

Germany 76.1 70 1465.4 
North of Sana’a, 

Yemen 
18 22.4 19.15 399.8 [30] 

Egypt 11 28.4 37.7 1167.6 [31] 
Jharkhand, India 5 3.01 18.45 311.74 [32] 
Nigeria 44 13.376 3.308 4.751 [33] 
Amman City, Jordan 40 29.0* 35.5 265.7 [34] 
Dharmapuri, India 22 25 – 310 Present 

work 

Note: * refers to 226Ra. 
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3.2. Radiological parameters 

3.2.1. Radium equivalent activity (Raeq) 
The distribution of natural radionuclides in the samples under study 

is not uniform. As a result, a common radiological index has been 
developed to assess actual activity levels 238U, 232Th, and 40K in the 
bore-well rock samples, as well as the radiation hazards associated with 
these radionuclides, which can be calculated by using the formula [35]. 
This index is known as radium equivalent activity.  

Raeq = AU + (1.43 × ATh) + (0.077 × AK) ——————                  (4) 

Where, AU, ATh, and AK are the activity concentration of the 238U, 232Th, 
and 40K respectively in Bq kg− 1 [10]. The average value of the Raeq is 50 
Bq kg− 1 which is less than the world average value of 370 Bq kg− 1. This 
indicates the origin of these radionuclides is local origin in the study 
area. 

3.2.2. Outdoor absorbed dose rate (DRout) 
The absorbed dose rate is determined by measuring the equal dis

tribution of gamma radiation from natural radionuclides such as 238U, 
232Th, and 40K above 1 m from the earth’s surface [36]. It can be 
calculated by using the following UNSCEAR relation (Eq. (5)) [37].  

DRout (nGy h− 1) = 0.92AU +1.1ATh + 0.0807AK ——————           (5) 

where, AU, ATh, and AK are the activity concentration of the 238U, 232Th, 
and 40K.The calculated mean value of the absorbed dose rate is 49 nGy 
h− 1, below the world average value of 59 nGy h− 1 [36]. Therefore, these 
rock samples do not possess any health effects. 

3.2.3. Outdoor annual effective dose (AEDOut) 
The outdoor annual effective dose rate was calculated for the public 

using the conversion coefficient (CF = 0.7 SvG y− 1) from the absorbed 
dose in the air and the outdoor occupancy factor (OF = 20% of 8760 h in 
a year) [38]. Outdoor annual effective dose rates (AEDout) were calcu
lated using Eq. (6). [39],  

Outdoor AED (mSv/y) = DRout(nGyh− 1) × 8760 (h/y) × 0.2 × 0.7 (Sv/Gy) ×
10− 6 ———                                                                                   (6) 

The calculated Outdoor AED values are presented in Table 1. From 
this table, the average value of 0.06 mSv/y was noted, and which is 
comparatively lower than the world recommended limit of 1 mSv/y 
hence collected bore-well rock samples are free from radiation hazards 

in the study area. The variation of the outdoor annual effective dose is 
shown in Fig. 2. 

3.2.4. Internal hazard index (Hin) 
The internal hazard index (Hin) calculates the internal exposure to 

radiotoxicity of 238U is enhanced by a factor of two to account for the 
contribution of carcinogenic 222Rn and its short-lived progeny. In other 
gamma rays, 222Rn is important for internal exposure in an environment. 
The internal exposure to radon and its daughter products can be 
calculated, by using the formula [40], 

Hin =
AU

185
+

ATh

259
+

AK

4810
(7) 

The internal hazard index is varying ranges from 0.05 Bq kg− 1 in BSI- 
22 and 0.56 Bq kg− 1 in sample BSI-13 the mean average value is 0.20 Bq 
kg− 1 which is below the recommended values Hin≤1. In this study, the 
collected bore-well rock samples are under the safety level (permissible 
level). 

3.2.5. External hazard index (Hex) 
The external hazard index is evaluated for assessing the external 

exposure of gamma radiation from uranium and thorium and its 
daughter product of the radionuclide is a short-lived progeny [41–43]. 
Eq. (8) was used to calculated the external hazard index [35] and the 
values are given in Table 1. 

Hex =
AU

370
+

ATh

259
+

AK

4810
(8) 

The external hazard index ranges from 0.05 to 0.33 with an average 
value of 0.13 which is below the recommended value of 1 hence the 
collected samples are under the safety level (permissible level) [24]. 
Fig. 3 shows the variation of the external hazard index in the study area. 

3.2.6. Excess lifetime cancer risk (ELCR) 
The excess lifetime cancer risk refers to the probability of developing 

cancer as the result of exposure to specific carcinogen effects due to the 
accumulation of radionuclides intake of water and air bore-well is one of 
the most important in daily commercial uses the water taken from the 
bore-well inside of several different sedimentary rocks are present in this 
case we calculated the ranges of nuclides in bore-well rock samples by 
using the formula [44].  

ELCR = AEDEout × DL × RF —————                                        (9) 

Fig. 2. The variation of an outdoor annual effective dose of collected bore-well 
rock samples. 

Fig. 3. Variation of external hazard index in the collected bore-well 
rock samples. 
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Where, AEDE, DL, and RF annual effective dose effect, duration of life 
(70 years), and risk factor (0.05 Sv− 1) are calculated in Table 1. The 
calculated mean value is 0.21 × 10− 3 which comes below the recom
mended value (UNSCEAR 2000) [45]. The variations of ELCR in rock 
samples is shown in Fig. 4. 

3.3. Pearson correlation analysis 

Pearson correlation was a statistical analysis to measure the intensity 
and direction of the radioactive variables. Correlation is commonly 
classified into two types of positive and negative correlation. The values 
of the variables lie between linear correlation range from minus one to 
plus one (− 1≤ r ≤1). The r value is denoted by the strong bond. When 
the variable moves to one side, the correlation is said to be positive. And 
the negative variables are moved together in opposite directions. A high 
value of r is said to be a strong relationship when it is focused on +1 or 
− 1. A low value of r shows a weak linear relationship. When its value is 
close to zero, it is said to be low [19]. In this statistical analysis, Pearson 
correlation of the strong high positive linear correlation coefficient was 
observed uranium and thorium. 

Table 3 shows a weak correlation between 238U and 232Th (r =
0.269), a very weak correlation between 238U and 40K (r = 0.021), and 
between 232Th and 40K (r = 0.063). These correlations indicate that the 
origin of 40K is significantly different from the origin of the other two 
238U and 232Th radionuclides, although both may be controlled and 
influenced by the same origin or sources. Besides this, the correlation 
coefficients (r) of the radiological parameters such as radium equivalent 
activity, absorbed dose rate, annual effective dose equivalent, internal 
hazard index, external hazard index, and excess lifetime cancer risk 
imply that the radiological parameters DRout, AEDE, Hin, Hex, and ELCR 
were strongly correlated to the activity of 238U in the bore-well rock 

samples while, Raeq was strongly correlated to the concentration of 40K. 
On the other hand, most of the hazard parameters show relatively weak 
correlations with the 232Th radionuclide compared to the 238U. 
Although, in principle, uranium and thorium decay series occur happen 
together in nature, however, Table 3 indicates that the activity of ura
nium in bore well rock samples might be influenced by some other or
igins in the study region in addition to the common natural sources. 
However, 238U and 232Th radionuclides are primarily contributing to the 
Gamma radiation emission in the study area [23]. 

3.4. Cluster a nalysis 

Cluster analysis is a statistical technique commonly used in envi
ronmental studies to group similar samples based on multiple variables 
of interest. It has been widely utilized to identify patterns of variables in 
radioactive studies. It can be applied to multivariate datasets, where 
multiple variables have been measured from various samples [46]. 
Multivariate datasets analyzing radioactive elements such as 238U, 
232Th, 40K, Raeq, DRout, AEDE, Hex, Hin, and ELCR have been processed 
using cluster analysis to identify relationships between different vari
ables and to group similar samples using a variety of techniques. In 
addition, hierarchical clustering is one of the most used methods in 
radioactive studies. This method involves calculating the distance be
tween the samples, where the distance metric is typically the Euclidean 
distance, and then grouping the samples based on the calculated dis
tance [47]. The result is a dendrogram that visualizes the clustering 
results, which can be seen in Fig. 5. In this figure, all 9 parameters were 
grouped into two statistically significant clusters. Cluster I separately 

Fig. 4. Variation of excess lifetime cancer risk in the collected bore-well 
rock samples. 

Table 3 
Pearson correlation of the radiological variables.   

238U 232Th 40K Raeq DRout AEDE Hin Hex ELCR 
238U 1         
232Th 0.269 1        
40K 0.021 0.063 1       
Raeq 0.298 0.313 0.942** 1      
DRout 0.814** 0.688** 0.363 0.653** 1     
AEDE 0.780** 0.682** 0.411 0.688** 0.990** 1    
Hin 0.939** 0.522* 0.222 0.519* 0.960** 0.942** 1   
Hex 0.922** 0.398 0.349 0.608** 0.928** 0.919** 0.973** 1  
ELCR 0.887** 0.469* 0.407 0.668** 0.957** 0.952** 0.974** 0.992** 1 

Note: ** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed); *Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed). 

Fig. 5. Dendrogram using average linkage of hierarchical cluster analysis for 
9 variables. 
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accounted for 232Th, whereas, Cluster II consisted of 238U, 40K, Raeq, 
DRout, AEDE, Hex, Hin, and ELCR. Cluster II suggests that 232Th does not 
contribute to any radiological parameters in the borewell rock samples. 
This is because the 232Th is below the minimum detectable activity for 
most of the samples. 

4. Conclusion 

Gamma-ray spectrometry was used to assess the level of natural 
radioactivity in powdered rock samples collected from various depths. 
The mean activity concentration of 238U, 232Th, and 40K is lower than the 
world average value given by UNSCEAR 2000 report. From the obtained 
results, the mean value of radiological parameters such as radium 
equivalent activity (50 Bq kg− 1), outdoor absorbed dose rate (49 nGy 
h− 1), annual effective dose (0.06 mSv y-1), internal hazard index (0.20), 
external hazard index (0.13), and excess lifetime cancer risk (0.21 ×
10− 3) are less than the world recommended limit. Pearson correlation 
and cluster analysis results indicates that 238U and 232Th only contribute 
to the radioactivity whereas the contribution of 40K is insignificant. This 
indicates that samples do not possess a significant radiation hazard in 
the study area. 

CRediT authorship contribution statement 

G. Poongodi: Conceptualization, Methodology, Formal analysis, 
Data curation, Writing – original draft. A. Chandrasekaran: Concep
tualization, Validation, Resources, Writing – review & editing, Visuali
zation, Supervision. V. Sathish: Validation, Data curation, Software. S. 
Karthikayini: Formal analysis. A. Tamilarasi: Data curation. Mayeen 
Uddin Khandaker: Writing – review & editing. 

Declaration of competing interest 

The authors declare that they have no known competing financial 
interests or personal relationships that could have appeared to influence 
the work repor 

Data availability 

All data are available in the manuscript 

References 

[1] J. Sannappa, M.S. Chandrashekara, L.A. Sathish, L. Paramesh, P. Venkataramaiah, 
Study of background radiation dose in Mysore city, Karnataka State, India, Radiat. 
Meas. 37 (1) (2003) 55–65, https://doi.org/10.1016/S1350-4487(02)00126-9. 

[2] V. Thangam, A. Rajalakshmi, A. Chandrasekaran, B. Jananee, Radiometric analysis 
of some building materials using gamma-ray spectrometry, J. Environ. Anal. Chem. 
324 (2020) (2020) 1059–1067, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-020-07175-9. 

[3] A. Abbady, N.K. Ahmed, A.M. El-Arabi, R. Michel, A.H. El-Kamel, A.G.E. Abbady, 
Estimation of radiation hazard indices from natural radioactivity of some rocks, 
Nucl. Sci. Tech. 17 (2) (2006) 118–122, https://doi.org/10.1016/S1001-8042(06) 
60023-7. 

[4] E. Srinivasa, D.R. Rangaswamy, S. Suresh, K.U. Reddy, J. Sannappa, Measurement 
of ambient gamma radiation levels and radon concentration in drinking water of 
Koppa and Narasimharajapura taluks of Chikmagalur district, Karnataka, India, 
Radiat. Protect. Environ. 41 (1) (2018) 20, https://doi.org/10.4103/rpe.RPE_15_ 
18. 

[5] S. Amatullah, R. Rahman, J. Ferdous, M.M.M. Siraz, M.U. Khandaker, S.F. Mahal, 
Assessment of radiometric standard and potential health risks from 
buildingmaterials used in Bangladeshi dwellings, Int. J. Environ. Anal. Chem. 
(2021) 1, https://doi.org/10.1080/03067319.2021.1907361. –13. 

[6] A. Tamilarasi, V. Sathish, S. Manigandan, A. Chandrasekaran, Data on minerals and 
crystallinity index of quartz in rock samples collected from Paleolithic 
archaeological site of Attirampakkam, Tamil Nadu. Data in Brief. 39 (2021), 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dib.2021.107571. 

[7] M.U. Khandaker, P.J. Jojo, H.A. Kassim, Y.M. Amin, Radiometric analysis of 
construction materials using HPGe gamma-ray spectrometry, Radiat. Protect. 
Dosim. 152 (1–3) (2012) 33–37, https://doi.org/10.1093/rpd/ncs145. 

[8] M.S. Hamideen, A. Chandrasekaran, Physical and chemical quality boundaries of 
ground water in kanchipuram district of Tamil Nadu, India, Asian J. Water 
Environ. 18 (2) (2021) 67–75, https://doi.org/10.3233/AJW210020, 2021. 

[9] A. Chandrasekaran, C.K. Senthil Kumar, V. Sathish, S. Manigandan, A. Tamilarasi, 
Effect of minerals and heavy metals in sand samples of Ponnai river, Tamil Nadu, 
Indian J. Sci. Res. 11 (1) (2021), 23199, https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-021- 
02717-x. 

[10] E. Srinivasa, D.R. Rangaswamy, S. Suresh, S.R. Nagabhushana, J. Sannappa, 
K. Umehsareddy, Measurement of radon concentration in drinking water and 
estimation of radiation dose to the publics of Hassan city, Karnataka, India, Radiat. 
Protect. Environ. 3 (2018) 132, https://doi.org/10.4103/rpe.RPE_46_18. 

[11] P. Chiozzi, P. De Felice, A. Fazio, V. Pasquale, M. Verdoya, Laboratory application 
of NaI (Tl) γ-ray spectrometry to studies of natural radioactivity in geophysics, 
Appl. Radiat. Isot. 53 (1–2) (2000) 127–132, https://doi.org/10.1016/S0969-8043 
(00)00123-8. 

[12] S. Monica, P.J. Jojo, M.U. Khandaker, Radionuclide concentrations in medicinal 
florae and committed effective dose through Ayurvedic medicines, Int. J. Radiat. 
Biol. 96 (8) (2020) 1028–1037, https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
09553002.2020.1767816. 

[13] M.S. Hamideen, S. Manigandan, A. Chandrasekaran, A. Tamilarasi, V. Sathish, 
Investigation of natural radioactivity levels in some fertilizer samples used for 
agriculture purposes in Tiruvannamalai locality, Tamil Nadu, India, J. Environ. 
Anal. Chem. (2021) (2021) 1–12, https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
03067319.2021.2014467. 

[14] M. Tholkappian, A. Chandrasekaran, N. Harikrishnan, D. Ganesh, G. Elango, 
R. Ravisankar, Measurement of natural radioactivity in and around Chennai Coast, 
East Coast of Tamil Nadu, India, using gamma ray spectrometry, Radiat. Protect. 
Environ. 40 (1) (2017) 9, https://doi.org/10.4103/rpe.RPE_65_16. 

[15] V. Sathish, A. Chandrasekaran, S. Manigandan, A. Tamilarasi, V. Thangam, 
Assessment of natural radiation hazards and function of heat production rate in 
lake sediments of Puliyanthangal Lake surrounding the Ranipet industrial area, 
Tamil Nadu, J. Radioanal. Nucl. Chem. 331 (3) (2022) 1495–1505, https://doi. 
org/10.1007/s10967-022-08207-2. 

[16] International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Absorbed Dose Determination in 
Photon and Electron Beams, TRS-277, Vienna, Austria, 1987. 

[17] B. Jananee, A. Rajalakshmi, V. Thangam, K.M. Bharath, V. Sathish, Natural 
radioactivity in soils of Elephant hills, Tamilnadu, India, J. Radioanal. Nucl. Chem. 
329 (2021) 1261–1268, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-021-07886-7. 

[18] N.Q. Hung, H.D. Chuong, T.T. Thanh, C. Van Tao, Intercomparison NaI (Tl) and 
HPGe spectrometry to studies of natural radioactivity on geological samples, 
J. Environ. Radioact. 164 (2016) 197–201, https://doi.org/10.1016/j. 
jenvrad.2016.07.035. 

[19] V. Thangam, A. Rajalakshmi, A. Chandrasekaran, B. Arun, S. Viswanathan, 
B. Venkatraman, S. Bera, Determination of natural radioactivity in beach sands 
collected along the coastal area of Tamilnadu, India using gamma ray 
spectrometry, J. Radioanal. Nucl. Chem. 331 (3) (2022) 1207–1223, https://doi. 
org/10.1007/s10967-022-08193-5. 

[20] A. Tamilarasi, S. Karthikayini, V. Sathish, A. Chandrasekaran, Natural radioactivity 
and the associated radiation hazards in archeological pottery and pottery-making 
clay samples collected from Senjikothamangalam of Villupuram district, Tamil 
Nadu, India, Int. Radioanal. Nucl. Chem. 332 (2023) 2257–2268, https://doi.org/ 
10.1007/s10967-023-08822-7. 

[21] G.F. Knoll, Radiation Detection and Measurement, John Wiley & Sons, 2010, 
pp. 87–88. 

[22] A. Tamilarasi, V. Sathish, A. Chandrasekaran, Assessment of gamma dose and 
annual effective dose rate for commonly used fertilizer samples in agriculture field 
with a statistical approach, Radiat. Protect. Dosim. 199 (2) (2022) 95–106, https:// 
doi.org/10.1093/rpd/ncac227. 

[23] Y. Raghu, A. Chandrasekarann, R. Ravisankar, Statistical analysis of natural 
radioactivity data of clay samples in Tiruvannamalai, Tamilnadu, India, Acta Ecol. 
Sin. 40 (3) (2020) 254–261, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chnaes.2019.12.006. 

[24] V. Thangam, A. Rajalakshmi, A. Chandrasekaran, B. Jananee, Measurement of 
natural radioactivity in river sediments of Thamirabarani, Tamilnadu, India using 
gamma ray spectroscopic technique, J. Environ. Anal. Chem. 102 (2) (2022) 
422–433, https://doi.org/10.1080/03067319.2020.1722815. 

[25] H. Sorantin, F. Steger, Natural radioactivity of building materials in Austria, 
Radiat. Prot.Dosim 7 (1–4) (1984) 59–61, https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals. 
rpd.a082963. 

[26] L.A. Xinwei, W. Lingqing, J. Xiaodan, Y. Leipeng, D. Gelian, Specific activity and 
hazards of Archeozoic-Cambrian rock samples collected from the Weibei area of 
Shaanxi, China, Radiat. Protect. Dosim. 118 (3) (2006) 352–359, https://doi.org/ 
10.1093/rpd/nci339. 

[27] K. Khan, H.M. Khan, M. Tufail, A.J.A.H. Khatibeh, N. Ahmad, Radiometric analysis 
of Hazara phosphate rock and fertilizers in Pakistan, J. Environ. Radioact. 38 (1) 
(1998) 77–84, https://doi.org/10.1016/S0265-931X(97)00018-0. 

[28] M.A. Adabanija, O.N. Anie, M.A. Oladunjoye, Radioactivity and gamma ray 
spectrometry of basement rocks in Okene area, southwestern Nigeria, NRIAG J. 
Astron. Geophy. 9 (1) (2020) 71–84, https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
20909977.2020.1711695. 

[29] N.K. Ahmed, A. Abbady, A.M. El Arabi, R. Michel, A.H. El Kamel, A.G.E. Abbady, 
Comparative study of the natural radioactivity of some selected rocks from Egypt 
and Germany, Indian J. Pure Appl. Phys. 44 (3) (2006) 209–215. 

[30] S. Harb, A.E.H. El-Kamel, A.E.B. Abbady, I.I. Saleh, A.I. Abd El-Mageed, Specific 
activities of natural rocks and soils at quaternary intraplate volcanism north of 
Sana’a, Yemen. J. Med. Phys. 37 (1) (2012) 54, 10.4103%2F0971-6203.92721. 

[31] S. Harb, A.E.B. Abbady, A.E.H. El-Kamel, I.I. Saleh, A.I. Abd El-Mageed, Natural 
radioactivity and their radiological effects for different types of rocks from Egypt, 
Radiat. Phys. Chem. 81 (3) (2012) 221–225, https://doi.org/10.1016/j. 
radphyschem.2011.11.005. 

G. Poongodi et al.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

https://doi.org/10.1016/S1350-4487(02)00126-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-020-07175-9
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1001-8042(06)60023-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1001-8042(06)60023-7
https://doi.org/10.4103/rpe.RPE_15_18
https://doi.org/10.4103/rpe.RPE_15_18
https://doi.org/10.1080/03067319.2021.1907361
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dib.2021.107571
https://doi.org/10.1093/rpd/ncs145
https://doi.org/10.3233/AJW210020
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-021-02717-x
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-021-02717-x
https://doi.org/10.4103/rpe.RPE_46_18
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0969-8043(00)00123-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0969-8043(00)00123-8
https://doi.org/10.1080/09553002.2020.1767816
https://doi.org/10.1080/09553002.2020.1767816
https://doi.org/10.1080/03067319.2021.2014467
https://doi.org/10.1080/03067319.2021.2014467
https://doi.org/10.4103/rpe.RPE_65_16
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-022-08207-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-022-08207-2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref16
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref16
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-021-07886-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvrad.2016.07.035
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvrad.2016.07.035
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-022-08193-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-022-08193-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-023-08822-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-023-08822-7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref21
https://doi.org/10.1093/rpd/ncac227
https://doi.org/10.1093/rpd/ncac227
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chnaes.2019.12.006
https://doi.org/10.1080/03067319.2020.1722815
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals.rpd.a082963
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals.rpd.a082963
https://doi.org/10.1093/rpd/nci339
https://doi.org/10.1093/rpd/nci339
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0265-931X(97)00018-0
https://doi.org/10.1080/20909977.2020.1711695
https://doi.org/10.1080/20909977.2020.1711695
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref30
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.radphyschem.2011.11.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.radphyschem.2011.11.005


Physics Open 17 (2023) 100186

7

[32] M. Zubair, Measurement of natural radioactivity in rock samples using gamma ray 
spectrometry, Radiat. Protect. Environ. 38 (1) (2015) 11, https://doi.org/10.4103/ 
0972-0464.162820. 

[33] I.R. Ajayi, O.O. Kuforiji, Natural radioactivity measurements in rock samples of 
Ondo and Ekiti states in Nigeria, Radiat. Meas. 33 (1) (2001) 13–16, https://doi. 
org/10.1016/S1350-4487(00)00092-5. 

[34] M.S. Hamideen, Correlations study between environmental radioactivity 
concentrations and some health risk indicators of soil samples in Amman city, 
Jordan, J. Environ. Anal. Chem. 102 (2) (2022) 380–390, https://doi.org/ 
10.1080/03067319.2020.1722812. 

[35] J. Beretka, P.J. Matthew, Natural radioactivity of Australian building materials, 
industrial wastes and by-products, Health Phys. 48 (1) (1985) 87–95, https://doi. 
org/10.1097/00004032-198501000-00007. 

[36] R. Ravisankar, A. Chandrasekaran, P. Vijayagopal, B. Venkatraman, 
G. Senthilkumar, P. Eswaran, A. Rajalakshmi, Natural radioactivity in soil samples 
of Yelagiri Hills, Tamil Nadu, India and the associated radiation hazards, Radiat. 
Phys. Chem. 81 (12) (2012) 1789–1795, https://doi.org/10.1016/j. 
radphyschem.2012.07.003. 

[37] A. Chandrasekaran, R. Ravisankar, A. Rajalakshmi, P. Eswaran, P. Vijayagopal, 
B. Venkatraman, Assessment of natural radioactivity and function of minerals in 
soils of Yelagiri hills, Tamilnadu, India by Gamma Ray spectroscopic and Fourier 
Transform Infrared (FTIR) techniques with statistical approach, Spectrochim. Acta 
Mol. Biomol. Spectrosc. 136 (2015) 1734–1744, https://doi.org/10.1016/j. 
saa.2014.10.075. 

[38] S. Sivakumar, A. Chandrasekaran, R. Ravisankar, S.M. Ravikumar, J. Prince 
Prakash Jebakumar, P. Vijayagopal, I. Vijayalakshmi, M.T. Jose, Measurement of 
natural radioactivity and evaluation of radiation hazards in coastal sediments of 
east coast of Tamilnadu using statistical approach, J. Taibah Univ. Sci. 8 (4) (2014) 
375–384, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jtusci.2014.03.004. 

[39] N.Q. Huy, P.D. Hien, T.V. Luyen, D.V. Hoang, H.T. Hiep, N.H. Quang, N.Q. Long, D. 
D. Nhan, N.T. Binh, P.S. Hai, N.T. Ngo, Natural radioactivity and external dose 
assessment of surface soils in Vietnam, Radiat. Protect. Dosim. 151 (3) (2012) 
522–531, https://doi.org/10.1093/rpd/ncs033. 

[40] R. Ravisankar, K. Vanasundari, A. Chandrasekaran, A. Rajalakshmi, M. Suganya, 
P. Vijayagopal, V. Meenakshisundaram, Measurement of natural radioactivity in 
building materials of Namakkal, Tamil Nadu, India using gamma-ray spectrometry, 
Appl. Radiat. Isot. 70 (4) (2012) 699–704, https://doi.org/10.1016/j. 
apradiso.2011.12.001. 

[41] S.T. Gbenu, O.F. Oladejo, O. Alayande, S.F. Olukotun, M.K. Fasasi, F.A. Balogun, 
Assessment of radiological hazard of quarryproducts from southwest Nigeria, 
J. Radiat. Res. Appl. Sci. 9 (1) (2016) 20–25, https://doi.org/10.1016/j. 
jrras.2015.08.004. 

[42] V. Sathish, A. Chandrasekaran, A. Tamilarasi, V. Thangam, Natural radioactivity 
and mineral assessment in red and black colored soils collected from agricultural 
area of Tiruvannamalai district of Tamil Nadu, India, J. Radioanal. Nucl. Chem. 
331 (11) (2022) 4513–4528, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-022-08570-0. 

[43] C.K. Senthil Kumar, A. Chandrasekaran, N. Harikrishnan, R. Ravisankar, 
Measurement of 226Ra, 232Th and 40K and the associated radiological hazards in 
Ponnai river sand, Tamilnadu, India using Gamma ray spectrometry, J. Environ. 
Anal. Chem. 102 (17) (2022) 5432–5444, https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
03067319.2020.1796996. 

[44] A. Chandrasekaran, R. Ravisankar, G. Senthilkumar, K. Thillaivelavan, 
B. Dhinakaran, P. Vijayagopal, S.N. Bramha, B. Venkatraman, Spatial distribution 
and lifetime cancer risk due to gamma radioactivity in Yelagiri Hills, Tamilnadu, 
Egypt. j. basic appl. sci. 1 (1) (2014) 38–48, https://doi.org/10.1016/j. 
ejbas.2014.02.001. 

[45] UNSCEAR, United nations scientifc committee on the effect of atomic radiation. 
Sources and effects of ionizing radiation, in: Report to General Assembly, with 
Scientifc Annexes, United Nations, New York, 2000. 

[46] R.J. De Meijer, I.R. James, P.J. Jennings, J.E. Koeyers, Cluster analysis of 
radionuclide concentrations in beach sand, Appl. Radiat. Isot. 54 (3) (2001) 
535–542, https://doi.org/10.1016/S0969-8043(00)00196-2. 

[47] M. SureshGandhi, R. Ravisankar, A. Rajalakshmi, S. Sivakumar, 
A. Chandrasekaran, D.P. Anand, Measurements of natural gamma radiation in 
beach sediments of north east coast of Tamilnadu, India by gamma ray 
spectrometry with multivariate statistical approach, J. Radiat. Res. Appl. Sci. 7 (1) 
(2014) 7–17, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrras.2013.11.001. 

G. Poongodi et al.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

https://doi.org/10.4103/0972-0464.162820
https://doi.org/10.4103/0972-0464.162820
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1350-4487(00)00092-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1350-4487(00)00092-5
https://doi.org/10.1080/03067319.2020.1722812
https://doi.org/10.1080/03067319.2020.1722812
https://doi.org/10.1097/00004032-198501000-00007
https://doi.org/10.1097/00004032-198501000-00007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.radphyschem.2012.07.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.radphyschem.2012.07.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.saa.2014.10.075
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.saa.2014.10.075
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jtusci.2014.03.004
https://doi.org/10.1093/rpd/ncs033
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apradiso.2011.12.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apradiso.2011.12.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrras.2015.08.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrras.2015.08.004
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-022-08570-0
https://doi.org/10.1080/03067319.2020.1796996
https://doi.org/10.1080/03067319.2020.1796996
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejbas.2014.02.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejbas.2014.02.001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref45
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref45
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2666-0326(23)00051-0/sref45
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0969-8043(00)00196-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrras.2013.11.001

	Gamma-ray spectrometric analysis of bore-well rock samples from agricultural area of Tamil Nadu
	1 Introduction
	2 Materials and methods
	2.1 Study area
	2.2 Sample collection and preparation
	2.3 Gamma-ray spectrometry

	3 Results and discussion
	3.1 Activity concentration of 238U, 232Th and 40K
	3.2 Radiological parameters
	3.2.1 Radium equivalent activity (Raeq)
	3.2.2 Outdoor absorbed dose rate (DRout)
	3.2.3 Outdoor annual effective dose (AEDOut)
	3.2.4 Internal hazard index (Hin)
	3.2.5 External hazard index (Hex)
	3.2.6 Excess lifetime cancer risk (ELCR)

	3.3 Pearson correlation analysis
	3.4 Cluster a nalysis

	4 Conclusion
	CRediT authorship contribution statement
	Declaration of competing interest
	Data availability
	References


