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1.1 Defining Internship with importance 

Internship is a very much renowned learning process all over the world which revolves the hand 

on learning process by working in an office or a working place. Internship provide the 

knowledge and ideas of professional job field and give the chance to explore and gaining 

experiences from work place. 

All over the world, there have mainly three types of internship, first one is Academic Internship 

and the second one is Organizational Internship and the third one is Interpersonal Internship or 

working as intern under someone professional. There have pain internship and non-paid 

internship in Bangladesh. 

An internship must contain a fixed time period, where the intern will complete her/his task and 

try to learn and gathering experiences. Sometimes in organizational internship and interpersonal 

internship may extend the time period by authority having a discussion with the intern.  

An internship is the channel, which make a collaboration between academic knowledge and field 

experience or working style. It also helps to connect with people and build a professional 

network. During internship, the authority doesn’t sack someone for any wrong task by an intern, 

as it is the beginning of learning. 

Internship is the real only real time learning process which helps to gain confidence and make 

ready to start a professional career. 
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1.2 Background of Internship 

As a student of Department of Journalism and Mass Communication of Daffodil International 

University, a student must have to complete an internship or thesis and submit the report for 

obtain a graduation degree. It’s a curriculum task to go through with internship period to gather 

practical knowledge of working in journalism and communication sector. 

During an internship, an intern has to work under a supervisor in the appointed organization to 

learn the working process and policies. The supervisor observes the intern, give instructions and 

teach her/him the working tactics and attitude. 

After completion of internship, an intern has to prepare a report and submit it to the university 

authority, which portray her/his working performance as an intern. 

 

 Background of my internship 

I worked as an intern in the Daily Observer for 70-days as a sub-editor to learn the working 

style and process of news editing. News editing is an art which prepare and present anews 

more meaningfully for the readers. 
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1.3 History of The Daily Observer 

Following the independence from British rule, The Pakistan Observer once one was the oldest, 

continuously published English language daily newspaper came to the light in 1949. The 

newspaper was founded by HamidulHuq Choudhury, was born in Ramnagar village, 

Daganbhuiyanupazila, Feni district, (now Bangladesh) during the British Raj in 1901. 

Since its inception as The Pakistan 

Observer in 1949, the newspaper 

consistently followed an independent 

editorial policy reflecting both the 

personality of its owner HamidulHuq 

Choudhury and its long time editor 

Abdus Salam, and was an appropriate 

stance considering the tumultuous 

history of the region. Mohammad 

Shehabullah served as the newspaper's 

first editor. Shehabullah was 

succeeded by Abdus Salam, who 

served as editor of The Pakistan Observer from 1949 to 1972. 

The East Pakistan provincial government imposed an embargo on the newspaper's publication 

under the repressive Public Safety Act in February 1952. This occurred in response to the 

newspaper's strong support for the East Pakistan language movement and demands for provincial 

autonomy. Both 

HamidulHuq Choudhury 

and Abdus Salam were 

arrested at this time by the 

Pakistan Government to 

stifle the voice of the press. 

The United Front 

government withdrew the 

embargo in May 1954 

following the coalitions 

landslide electoral victory. 
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In the early 1960s, the paper was black-listed and 

deprived of government advertising by the 

military government of General Ayub Khan due 

to its support for greater autonomy for East 

Pakistan. Immediately after the creation of 

Bangladesh, The Pakistan Observer was renamed 

as The Bangladesh Observer in December 

1971. It’s management was taken over by the 

Bangladesh government in January 1972. Later 

the military government of 

General Hussain Mohammed 

Ershad restored the newspaper to 

its original owner HamidulHuq 

Choudhury. 

It continued to ventilate people's 

grievance with courage. With the 

passage of time, the youth of the 

newspaper declined and 

eventually it was closed in 2010. 

Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Media 

Advisor to the Prime Minister of 

Bangladesh, the last editor of 

Bangladesh Observer, again 

started the circulation of the 

Bangladesh Observer newspaper 

by the new name The Daily 

Observer on 1st February, 2011. 

Also he is working as an Editor. 

Now it’s owned by Observer Ltd. 

and located at Aziz Bhaban (2nd 

floor), 93, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-

1000. 

 

 

A 90’s photo of Bangladesh Observer newsroom. From 

right journalist Michael Sholey, Chowdhury 

Shahabuddin, Mahbub Rashid and FeeuriKhondoker 
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1.4 Introduction with the Supervisor: 

During my internship at the Daily Observer, Mr.Abul Mansur Chowdhury, Joint News Editor 

of the Daily Observer, was my supervisor. He was born on 23rd December, 1955.  

Mr. Chowdhury, who is 

also a Freedom Fighter, 

completed his Honors and 

Master’s Degree on 

Political Science from the 

University of Dhaka in 

1980. 

He started his career as a 

Senior Sub-editorin 1982 in 

The New Nation and 

worked till 1990. From 

1991 to 2016, he served as 

a Chief Sub-editor and 

Metro editor in The Daily 

Star. 

Presently, he is working as a Joint News Editor in The Daily Observer. 

Mr. Chowdhury is a friendly person, who is very much helpful to a new comer in this sector. 

 

1.5 Duration of Internship 

As part of academic internship, which hold 4 credits, I have worked- as an Intern Sub-editor for 

10 weeks (70 days)in the City Desk to learn and get the practical experiences of news editing and 

page make-up. I had started my internship in the Daily Observer on 22 September, 2018 and 

officially ended it on 1 December, 2018. 
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2.1 Duties 

1) Observing the working style 

2) Checking mails& news agencies 

3) Downloading news from agencies and mail 

4) News editing and submitting to central server 

5) News selection for page 

6) Collecting photos from the News Editor and writing photo caption 

7) Translating and editing press releases 

8) Checking others desk news list for avoiding repetition 

9) Observing and giving instruction for page make-up 

 

2.2 Work Details 

As it is mentioned that, I was assigned in the City desk of the Daily Observer, I had to 

collaborate with the colleagues of City desk. The three pages of the Daily Observer, Page 3, Page 

4 and Page 11 are the responsibilities of City desk. 

The Page 3 & 4 serve mainly the capital news, divisional city events, important events, events of 

universities all over the Bangladesh, daily photos etc.In most cases, news was served from the 

agencies like UNB & BSS through editing of the Daily Observer’s editing policy, though the city 

correspondent’s reports were the first priority. 

The ‘page 11’ is mainly serve foreign features or soft news. And obviously the features collected 

from the international news sites and serve with mention courtesy. 

I had collaborated with my fellow colleagues of City desk and page make-up team to prepare 

those three pages on time, by maintaining the continuation of my duties (2.1). 
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2.3 Weekly Activities 

First Week (September 23 - September 29) 

 First visit to Daily Observer. 

 Formal discussion with the supervisor 

 Joined as intern 

 Understanding responsibilities and to do 

 Introducing with colleagues 

 Organized work place (desk) 

 

Second Week (September 30 - October 06) 

 Observing the working style 

 Downloading news from agencies and mail  

 News editing practice 

 Observing page make-up style 

 

Third Week (October 7- October 13) 

 Checking mails & news agencies 

 Downloading news from agencies and mail  

 News editing and submitting to central server 

 Observing the page make-up style 

 Collecting photos from the News Editor 

 

Fourth Week (October 14- October 20) 

 Online section visit 

 Checking mails and agencies 

 News download and editing 

 Translating press release 

 Observing page make-up 
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Fifth Week (October 21-October 27) 

 Checking mails and agencies 

 News download and editing 

 Obituary writing 

 Photo caption writing 

 Observing page make-up 

 

Sixth Week (October 28-November 3) 

 Downloading news from agencies and mail  

 News editing 

 Writing photo caption 

 Translating and editing press releases 

 Checking others desk news list for avoiding repetition 

 Giving instruction for page make-up 

 

 

Seventh Week (November 4 - November 10) 

 

 Downloading news from agencies and mail  

 News editing 

 News selection for page 

 Photos collectionand writing captions 

 Translating and editing press releases 

 Checking others desk news list for avoiding repetition 

 Giving instruction for page make-up 

# For the very first time on November 9, 2018, I did all the desk responsibilities 

alone and under my supervision three pages (Page 3, 4 & 11) of the Daily Observer 

were published on November 10, 2018. 
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Eighth Week (November 11 - November 17) 

 Downloading news from agencies and mail  

 News editing 

 News selection for page 

 Photos collectionand writing captions 

 Translating and editing press releases 

 Checking others desk news list for avoiding repetition 

 Giving instruction for page make-up 

# For the second time on November15, 2018, I did all the desk responsibilities alone and under 

my supervision three pages (Page 3, 4 & 11) of the Daily Observer were published on November 

16, 2018. 

 

Ninth Week (November18 -November 24) 

 Downloading news from agencies and mail  

 News editing 

 Photo collection and captions writing 

 Press release writing 

 Observing the page make-up 

 

Tenth Week (November 25-December 1) 

 Downloading news from agencies and mail  

 News editing 

 News selection for page 

 Photos collectionand writing captions 

 Translating and editing press releases 

 Checking others desk news list for avoiding repetition 

 Giving instruction for page make-up 

# For the last time on November25, 2018, I did all the desk responsibilities alone and under my 

supervision four pages (Page 3, 4, 10 & 11) of the Daily Observer were published on November 

26, 2018. 
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2.4 Workplace Log 
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Learning 
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3.1 Scope of Learning 

In a workplace like the Daily Observer, scope of learning is vast. It goes beyond a set of formal 

activities designed to influence the acquisition of knowledge, skills, and attitudes of a specific 

learner segment. 

Sub-editing is now becoming very much popular job in Bangladesh because of various 

newspapers, TV channels and specially for online news portals. As because of huge demand for 

skillful person on this sector, it is a big opportunity to work in a prestigious newspaper like the 

Daily Observer. Beside this, it’s also challenging to work in an English daily. So I appreciate this 

as a big opportunity to work as an intern on this newspaper. 

There have a huge number of knowledgeable, creative and charming personalities, who working 

as a journalist for a long time. Their knowledge, working patterns and thinking style is huge 

resource for real time learning. 

I found so many things to learn with enjoyment, though I am not much satisfied as because I was 

there for only 70-days, which is not sufficient as I keen to learn.  
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3.2 Knowledge Gathering& Learnings 

In the 21st century, gathering knowledge or learning something is very much easier than before, 

but the question is whether do you want to learn? Whom those are for ‘Yes’, they are lucky and I 

account myself as a lucky one. There were various proportion of learning things and matters, but 

I like to discuss on my topic, Sub-editing. 

 

News Selection: As a sub-editor, it is important to understand the news value for selecting a 

news. Proximity, timeliness, human interest and trends are the key element to select a news. If a 

sub-editor neglect or ignore these points to select a news, for sure s/he is missing readers. As a 

sub-editor of city desk, my job was to select and edit news which were from various cities, all 

over the Bangladesh. 

 

News Editing: News editing is an art, like cooking food or painting a portrait. A sub-editor’s job 

is to giving proper treatment like a doctor, sharp and confident stroke like a painter and serve like 

a cook to a news copy or report, for the readers who are keen to read and who are not. As sub-

editors’ are very much known as ‘Gate Keeper’ and ‘Mid Wife’, it is also their duty to maintain 

the accuracy and clarity of content, which should publish on newspaper. A good and attractive 

headline, a charming presentation of a dull news can get more reader, just because of a good 

treatment by a sub-editor. I always tried to maintain natural flavor of a news, but some time I had 

to change or trim headline and news body for various issues, like to make it more interesting, 

sometime for lack space while page make-up. In the beginning, I had faced various problems 

like, spelling problem, as the Daily Observer follows the British style, preposition issues and 

many more. I always tried to checkout my copies by my senior colleagues and my supervisor. 

 

Photo Caption: Appropriate caption writing for any newspaper, particularly for English dailies 

is real challenge for anyone. Sometimes a good caption can make a photo more effective and 

more meaningful. Writing caption is the art to describe a photo to the readers, while it’s a caption 

news, then it is more difficult and more important to give a better treatment. First three weeks I 

was very much heisted to write captions, but after a few time I was okay with this. 
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Page Make-up: ‘Newspaper makeup’ or page make-up is defined as the design of 

a newspaper page or the manner in which pictures, headlines and news stories are 

arranged on a page. The objectives of newspaper makeup area follows: to indicate 

the importance of the news, to make the page easy to read and to make the page 

attractive. 

Page make-up policy or the design express the aesthetic sense of a newspaper’s 

personnel thought. It is like serving good food with a good decoration. A good 

decoration of a page can change the mind of a reader. 

As I was taught about page make-up through Quark Xpress by our Course teacher 

Aftab Hossain, Lecturer, Daffodil International University, it was helpful to me to 

observe the editing sense of the designers and their policy of page make-up. His 

effort for teaching ‘Editing & page make-up’ was very much effective for me. 

Later, several times I had to give direction for page make-up in the Daily Observer. 
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3.3 Tools and Technologies Used 

Digital arena of news editing has make it easy to edit a news and submitting it to 

others. Only one and half decades ago, editing a news was a matter of pen with a 

lot papers. But now, news editing means computer and various software. 

My used tools: 

1) Computer 

2) Internet connection 

3) Microsoft word 

4) E-mail 

5) Websites 

6) Adobe Photoshop 

7) Quark XPress 5.0 

8) Printer 

9) Central Server  
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Chapter-4 

Evaluation of Learning 
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4.1 Academic Learning 

Academic learning is a process of gathering knowledge and acquisition of skills that developed 

with a curriculum in schools (school, college & university). Academic learning can enable 

individuals to gather knowledge, which is educational, scholastic and theoretical. Academic 

learning is a very old learning practice, which presence can seem in any historical age. 

Academic learning provides the core knowledge like, social science, mathematics, linguistics, 

arts, communication, etc. Anyone can be a good photographer, but if s/he has the academic 

knowledge, then s/he will be better than others. 

As it is a fixed curriculum based learning system, students or learners cannot choose about their 

topics to be learned. In that case, this process can be questioned because everyone’s thinking 

style is not same. Every scientist doesn’t experiment in a same way, every mathematician doesn’t 

solve math with a same logic and every Chef doesn’t cook biriyani with same recipe. But in 

academic learning system, every learner learns the common thing and gather common 

knowledge, though it is not totally unimportant. The fact is academic learning formulas should 

change, the whole system should upgrade gradually. 

As an honors student of Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, I have learned so 

many things, with a few practical class practice and assignments. In this four year, I have gained 

the capability of thinking more effectively on social issues through the academic learning 

process. 
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4.2 Practical Work 

The term ‘Practical work’ refer the meaning to do something with own hand and ideas by a 

student or a learner. Practical work is mostly effective way to learn or understand any topic. 

In last four years, we did a few practical assignments, though those were not much sufficient. In 

that periods of practical class and work, we just got the basic ideas or knowledge to complete a 

task. 

During the internship period, I have learned a lot about editing news through practical work. I 

have achieved various qualities like, working under pressure, completing task on time, more 

sincerity by working as an intern sub-editor. Beside these, I have so many things and tactics to 

complete a task more effectively and easily.  

 

 

4.3 Correlation of academic learning and practical work 

Academic learning is theoretical learning process, which is not much real time learning 

procedure and lack of upgradation. 

On the other hand, practical learning is like hand on learning process, which is very much real 

time learning procedure and it also upgrade day by day. 

But, academic learning and practical learning or work is a simultaneous process of overall 

learning attitude. No one will be able to ride a cycle or fly an airplane by knowing the rules and 

procedures of operation, in the meantime without knowing the procedure no one could ride or 

fly. 

We have learned a lot of communication theories, news gathering and editing techniques and 

completed various news related course. While working in the Daily Observer, I have realized the 

importance and effectiveness of my academic knowledge, which helped me a lot to complete my 

tasks. For that reason, I was lauded by all in the newsroom. I am very much thankful to all of my 

respected Teachers.  
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Experience and Achievements 
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5.1 Experience during internship 

As newspaper is the starting of news media, experiencing a newsroom environment of an 

English newspaper is indescribable for me. Though I had worked in three well known news 

portals as Newsroom Editor, but working in an English daily as sub-editor enriched my 

knowledge and also experience level. 

Newsroom environment, working under so many Senior Journalist, collaboration with others 

desk editors, observing and giving instruction for page make-up etc. were my wonderful 

experiences during the internship.   

 

 

 

5.2 Skills developed during internship 

The 70-day internship period was like a blink of eye time, but in this days, I have developed 

various skill. The skills which I have developed are listed below. 

 Newsroom etiquette 

 News editing 

 Resource gathering 

 More fluent in English writing 

 Developing professional network 

 Time management 

 Working under pressure 

 Taking challenges 

 Gathered ideas about newspaper’s newsroom 

 Developed good practices 
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5.3 Expectation and Outcome 

Being a volunteer of an international organization and also a photography student, I had 

opportunities to complete my internship in NGOs and TV channel. But my very first expectation 

was to work as an intern in an English newspaper, which was challenging for me.  

Basically I was interested for photojournalism as an intern, but as present day media’s demand 

and desire of experiencing something new, I changed my mind for sub-editing. 

After completing my internship, I experienced a lot of new situations and matters, developed so 

many skills and my fellow colleagues appreciated me a lot. These are the outcome of my 

internship. 

 

5.4 Achievements 

 I am the very first academic intern sub-editor, who managed 10 pages for publishing all 

alone in three several days, including sub-editing, photo collection and caption writing, 

press release rewriting, news selection and giving direction for page make-up. As it is a 

record in the Daily Observer. 

 Completion of internship in a leading English daily with success is another achievement. 

 

5.5Career opportunities 

Completion of an honors degree on Journalism and Mass Communication from Daffodil 

International University under the supervision by a team of scholar and energetic teachers is very 

much prestigious for me. But it may not be sufficient for today’s challenging media field. 

After a long period of academic learning, internship make it more fruitful by hand on hand 

learning procedure, which gives the idea of real job experience. So I count this internship as an 

opening of my career. 

 After completion of my internship, the Daily Observer authority asked me for submitting 

a CV and I did so. 

During the internship, I have managed to make good relationship with my fellow colleagues, 

which may benefit me in future career and as well as personal life.  
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Conclusion 
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6.1 SWOT Analysis 

 

Strengths: 
 

 Bring up innovative news 

 Strong editorial section 

 Cover running issues 

 Easy & wonderful language pattern 

 Having Bangla & English Online 

version 

Weakness: 
 

 Lack of employees 

 Dependency on new agency 

 Less creative photography section 

 Biased to a political party 

 Abolishing the supplementary named 

‘Young Observer’ 

 Lack space for refreshment in the office 

Opportunities: 
 

 Increasing salary & giving incentives 

 Developing the online sections 

 Developing the e-Paper 

 Giving more opportunities for 

internship  

 Recruiting employees from Journalism 

background of any university 

Threats: 
 

 No threats for sub-editors or a desk job. 
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6.2 Proposals for the Organization 

 Increase salary & giving incentives 

 Upgrade the online sections 

 Develop the e-Paper 

 Recruit more enthusiast photojournalist 

 Giving more opportunities for internship  

 Recruit more employees from Journalism background of any university 

 

 

6.3 Concluding words 

The purpose of an academic internship is to understand the work place environment and the 

profession with real life experience. This formal learning session ensure the quality and abilities 

of a student.  

 

The internship at the Daily Observer newspaper was a great experience to me, as it is a very 

professional and renowned newspaper in our country. I am very much pleased to have such 

senior & helpful journalist as my colleague. Most of the reporters, editors and other colleagues 

were helpful to me. I am very much thankful to all of them. I hope relation between ours will 

continue in future. 

 

 This is my pride for completing my graduation from the Department of Journalism and Mass 

Communication of Daffodil International University, one of the most enriched Department and 

reputed University. I express my humble gratitude to all of my respected Teachers for taking a 

good care and maintaining a good relationship. I am grateful to the University authority for all 

supports in this nice journey.   
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