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Abstract 

Climate change is one of the most talked topic in the world. Like any other country, 

Bangladesh is also facing several devastative situations due to negative climate change. 

Therefore information on environment in every country, needs to be spread in great 

manner. Newspaper is one of the kind media which actually can play vital role to act as an 

effective platform to communicate environmental issue among people. So this research 

seeks to explore the news coverage of some major daily newspapers of Bangladesh in 

Dhaka city on environment issues. I with this research tried to explore whether Bangladeshi 

newspapers cover sufficiently environment issues to deal environmental crisis. My 

objective for this study will be to analysis the number of environmental news, type of the 

content and given treatment to the same issue.  

 

Keywords: Climate change, Pollution, Environment, Environmental issue, Human health, 

River, Soil. 
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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Environmental crisis are increasing immensely around the world and thus our world is facing a 

huge change in climatic condition. In general, the term ‘environment’ is a “concept which includes 

all aspects of surroundings of humanity, affecting individuals and social groupings” (Gilpin, 1996). 

Again the ‘environment’ or the ‘natural environment’ is all of those non-human, natural 

surroundings within which human beings exist and which are prerequisite for their future 

evolution.  

According to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) - Climate 

change is a change in climate which is attributed directly or indirectly to human activity that alters 

the compositions of global atmosphere and which is in addition to natural climate variability 

observed over comparable time periods (Bodansky, 1993) 

And Environmental pollution is defined as “the contamination of the physical and biological 

components of the earth/atmosphere system to such an extent that normal environmental processes 

are adversely affected” (Manickam, 2017).  

In short, when we talk about the environmental crisis, we actually are talking about the change in 

our climate, as climate is the key component of our environment. So ‘Climate change’ is the 

situation when changes in Earth's climate system result in new weather patterns that last for at least 

a few decades and maybe for millions of years. Similarly the Oxford dictionary has explained 

‘climate change’ as changes in the earth's weather, including changes in temperature, wind patterns 

and rainfall, especially the increase in the temperature of the earth's atmosphere that is caused by 

the increase of particular gases, especially Carbon- dioxide. Eventually, the whole world is 

suffering in several ways for the changing pattern of climate and Bangladesh is no different than 

the situation.   

Bangladesh is one of the countries who has to face critically for environmental crisis. Even now 

some of our major livelihood sectors directly depend on climatic factors. Additionally our 

geological position, poverty, density of population have made the scenario more complex. All 
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these together are causing gradual increase of high frequency of flood, droughts, landslides, 

pollution, hurricanes etc. Consequently, Bangladesh is been struggling with air pollution for a long 

time and Dhaka continuously ranks among the world’s most polluted cities.  

Air pollution is induced by the presence of toxic substances, mainly produced by human activity 

in recent years in the atmosphere. These gases and chemicals generate a great number of 

phenomena and consequences for the ecosystems and the living beings that populate our planet. 

The polluted air, floating on the surface of the earth, is carried away by wind and rain. Clouds and 

high temperatures also help to disperse pollution to reach very great distances from its point of 

origin. Then air pollution has the sadly consequences on our planet like acid rain, depletion of the 

ozone layer, global warming, the greenhouse effect. Acid rain affects the amount of chemicals in 

soils and freshwater and affect the food chains. Continuing exposure to this polluted air, our human 

body is also suffering of extreme health problems. Beside the known problems of cardiovascular 

problem, allergy, asthma, conjunctivitis, bronchial diseases, lung or skin cancers and vision 

problems, children and woman are being vulnerably affected. Scientists say that due to 

environment pollution children could have blood problems in the mental development and 

pregnant woman can face problems of abortion, delivering pre-mature baby and new born with 

mental disability.   

One of the most alarming news about Bangladesh is that as a result of the rise of sea level, the 

lower southern part of the country may one day go under water. Due to its flat topography and low 

land, a huge portion of our population is displaced.  In addition, recent major calamities ‘Sidr’ in 

2007 and ‘Aila’ in 2009 are perceived as further indication of more devastating natural calamities.  

There are already some symptoms that are visible as gradual changing in the climate and overall 

elements of the natural environment as per the opinions of the climatologists. One of the major 

symptoms is the rise of ‘global temperature or global warming’. In 2001, heat-waves in 

Bangladesh caused deaths among metal workers and rickshaw pullers due to heat stroke (WHO: 

2008).  

Greenhouse gases causes global warming. When carbon dioxide and other gases trap heat in the 

atmosphere it causes the global temperatures to rise. Although carbon dioxide has natural sources 

but human activities have caused an increase from 280 parts per million before the development 

of industry to 370 parts per million today.  
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Due to horrifying consequences, climate change or environment issues always require high 

attention of media for wide reach to create public awareness. And this demand of more news are 

growing every single day. The environment and environmental news or information are salient 

and prominent topic of the public and elites discussion. Hence, mass media plays a significant role 

in covering news and information on environmental incidences, issues and problems (Pompper & 

Signorielli, 2004).  

The incidents or the situations that occur around us every day, are being exposed by media. So 

Media representations are very important as it carries out the responsibility to inform and educate 

the people. Among the mass media, newspaper holds an important place in disseminating 

information, shape perceptions and create awareness and thus, catalyse environmental actions. 

Specifically, news reports can play an important role in shaping the public’s perceptions towards 

government's efforts to address the environment issues and motivate them to contribute in 

resolving environmental problems. A media report not only discuss the problems but can also keep 

people updated about the environmental progress, recycling programs and conserving natural 

resources. Environment communication is a vehicle for our understanding of the environment as 

well as our relationship to the natural world. We many times consider weather and climate to be 

the same, which is absolutely wrong. Weather is the day-to-day state of the atmosphere, and can 

change in every minute. It is the combination of temperature, humidity, rain, wind, cloudiness, and 

visibility. But Climate is the weather of a place averaged over a period of time, often 30 years. 

Therefore, media really can play smart to accomplish its duty along with communicating 

environment issues properly. And can built a great link between building awareness and guiding 

action as well. Like it is said- the way we communicate with one another about the environment, 

powerfully affects how we perceive both the environment and ourselves and therefore how we 

define our relationship with the natural world (Cox, 2010). 

A Number of studies have already proved that mass media is a powerful tool to be used to effect 

social changes. According to Marx’s argument, mass media, known as a ‘means of production’ 

which disseminate the ideas and world views are an agent of ideological control (Marx, 2014). So 

this conscience society or the media is raising voice against these different and unwanted 

characteristics of the natural environment.  
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The incidents or the situations that occur around us every day, are being exposed by media. So 

Media representations are very important as it carries out the responsibility to portray the real 

scenario and inform the people. In a way also educate us. Even all traditional media definitions 

support that- media has the duty to inform, to educate and to entertain the people. No doubt for 

same reason mass media is being used for encouraging knowledge and awareness about 

environmental problems.  

We human use media as the symbolic medium for constructing society’s responses towards 

environmental problems. According to Development Cooperation and Environment (DCE), 

environmental Journalism can be explained as exploring risks and hazards and translating complex 

scientific issues into simple language and stories using varied sources: scientists, policymakers, 

NGOs, business, consumers, involved people, the general public (Wyss, 2008).  

Newspapers is one of the most popular and effective medium to spread information. It has the 

power to make people learn about an issue and manipulate their thoughts. Newspaper provides us 

with information collected from around the globe. It also helps to develop new ideas, and at 

times guide the common man how to think and discuss. A newspaper acts an important medium 

to control any local or global problems including environmental problems. Bangladesh newspapers 

also cover environmental issues which inform us about the horrible climatic problems and how it 

can be controlled. But in this ,manner the contents needs to be of well quality so that it can serves 

every needed information and educate people in proper way. This is why media contents should 

get quality check. Media content analysis is the deconstruction of pieces of media with tendency 

towards either quantitative or qualitative research methods. Media content analysis can be used to 

analyse the ideologies of those who produce them and how they try to spread this ideology. Media 

content analysis looks directly at communication via texts or transcripts, and hence gets at the 

central aspect of social interaction. This is why media content analysis often disregards the 

background in which something has been produced (Roger D. Wimmer, 1987) 

Tremendous environmental problems and issues are gradually increasing around the world with  

higher  frequency  from  strong  typhoons,  hurricanes  and  cyclones  and  other  extreme  events,  

including pollution, floods, landslides, droughts etc.   
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1.2 Problem Statement  

In the light of present situation environmental crisis are increasing, so the demand of environment 

news as well. Clear knowledge of how to deal with environment issues and be aware of own 

responsibilities, be prepare for emergency situation etc need to be spread. Socially responsible 

media form newspaper need to be accountable for dealing this global issue as well. Thus this report 

explore the newspaper reports on environment, climate, pollution and any other that is a part of 

global atmosphere. But according to a survey conducted by the Media and Climate Change 

Observatory (MeCCO) says that coverage on climate change issues in global print media has been 

reducing since 2009. This survey was carried out from 2004 to 2017 on 50 newspapers of 25 

countries, shows that the international media has been displaying less interest in global warming 

and climate change throughout the last decade (2008-2018), with the interest reaching its lowest 

in 2011. This same survey report has also been shared by Network on Climate Change, Bangladesh 

(NCCB) while unwrapping the "Annual Media Track Report 2017". To support their facts NCCB 

has analysis the climate change related news covered by five Bangla and English newspapers in 

Bangladesh in 2017. (dhakatribune, 2018). The report tried to analyse the frequency and the quality 

of climate change related news published in three Bangla dailies – Prothom Alo, Janakantha and 

Kaler Kantho – and two English dailies – The Daily Star and The Independent.  

Citing a PIB research, a report published on Dhaka Tribune discussed that although some 10 

Bangladeshi newspapers – Prothom Alo, Jugantar, Ittefaq, Samakal, The Daily Star, The 

Independent, Dainik Azadi and Dainik Purbakon – had used about 76% of total print area, only 

2.6% featured climate change news (dhakatribune, 2018). 

As mentioned earlier that Bangladesh is facing a devastating environmental crisis. Which can be 

demonstrated through deforestation, destruction of wetlands, depletion of soil nutrients, etc. Also 

natural calamities like floods, cyclones are resulting in severe socio-economic and environmental 

damage.  According to the annual climate risk index for 2017, Bangladesh stood ninth among the 

countries most affected by climate change. But has been ranked seventh among the countries most 

affected by extreme weather events in 20 years since 1998 (Sönke Kreft, 2016). This is very 

alarming for our country.  

The best get way is to make strategies as earlier as possible. Countries are paying high attention to 

adopt eco-friendly systems or technologies. For many several years countries been studying their 



Trend Analysis of Environment News Covered in Major Dailies of Bangladesh 

 

6 
©Daffodil International University  

media content to support environmental awareness and frequency of publish news or information. 

Similarly there is a growing demand from the public of Bangladesh for more and more information 

on environment issues and what actions to be taken. Thus, socially responsible media like 

newspapers can place emphasis on such issues. This could be through frequency of reports, the 

prominence to the reports and analysis of the issues at stake. In the light of present situation of 

climate challenge a question arises:  

‘How well our media is communicating environment new to make people enlighten and aware of 

climate problem or environmental crisis’. 

1.3 Objectives 

This study is conducted with the purposes of-- 

 To explore the extent of coverage given to environment issues. 

 To identify the types of content covered in the news. 

 To find out the level of prominence given to those contents.  

1.4 Research Question 

To reach my objectives, I will be sought to find the answers to the problem question- 

RQ 1: How Bangladeshi newspapers covered environment issues? 

RQ 2: What was the quality of coverage found in the contents of environmental news? 

RQ 3: What is the differences of coverage of environmental news in three different 

periods?  

1.5 Theoretical Framework 

The theoretical framework is used to hold or support a theory that is applied in a research study. 

This framework also introduces and describes the theory that explains why this research problem 

under study exists. The theoretical framework for this study is based on established media theory 

‘Social Responsibility Theory’.  

The social responsibility theory includes of ‘Normative Media Theory’ that supports 

“Interpretative” reporting (investigative reporting) more than “Objective” reporting (facts 
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reporting). Social responsibility theory plays the watchdog function by reflecting the expectation 

of the society. Even this theory holds media accountable to perform for social welfare like covering 

environment, government policy to save the natural environment (Clifford G. Christians, 2009).   

So according to the following theory, it is said that the ‘Environment’ and ‘Climate Change’ is the 

most important issue for Bangladesh. Moreover the mass people should be informed and educated 

the disastrous impact of climate change, due to play assertive roles in policy advocacy and self-

awareness. Then only the impact of environment crisis can be thought to be minimize.  

1.6 Significance of the study 

As this study is a documentation about news in the newspaper covering environment issues, 

newspaper agencies can evaluate their own responsibilities towards the society. Even popular work 

field ‘environmental journalism’ students can also be motivated to cover environment in massive 

ways. My aim is also to present a clear view on how far we have come dealing situation like climate 

change and also how more far we can go to face this crisis. Therefore through this research I want 

to contribute in helping to communicate environment issues. In fact this report can be an additional 

information source and a clear representation of newspaper effectiveness to cover environment. 

Which can be a lead to further research. Environment communication is considered to be a 

pragmatic and constitutive vehicle that we use for our understanding of environment and our 

relationship to the natural world (Wyss, 2008). And as Development Cooperation and 

Environment (DCE), the communication process that communicate environment is the planned 

and strategic use of communication process and media products to support effecting policy 

making, public participation and project implementation geared towards environmental 

sustainability. So I hope the process and the findings from this research will definitely be a useful 

tool and reference for a media students and environmental journalism to evaluate media 

performance.   

This research can even help government of Bangladesh to control and evaluate newspaper’s role 

to control environment problem. By using this study as reference the rules maker can create a 

demand to the authority to maintain regular quality check of newspaper and other media content 

to fulfil their social responsibilities.    
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1.7 Limitations 

As there is no fixed standard and quantity to measure media content, this paper may lack in saying 

directly how successful were the dailies of Bangladesh to cover environment news and perform its 

social responsibility. But it is definitely said the more news is published, the more it get noticed. 

On the other hand, due to time and opportunity limitations this paper has included a few dailies 

among all other papers in the country. Even instead of June (according to six month time frame) I 

had to consider newspaper of March, 2019 for my third month of newspaper contents. Studying 

any media content requires a huge amount and various types of resources. But this study 

concentrated on only content analysis method, which is a limitation to reach such objectives.  
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Chapter 2 

Literature Review 

 

Rise in global temperature, is affecting all the species of animals and plants of our planet. 

Moreover, environment pollution and disappearing of forests is directly affecting the human life 

along with other species. Climatologists predict that midway through the next century, world 

temperatures may rise by as much as four degree Celsius. This could result in terrible reduce in 

mankind’s ability to grow food, severely damage in wildlife and wilderness or may destroy, raise 

in sea levels and thereby flood in coastal areas and farmlands. At present, climate change is having 

a major impact on biodiversity and has turn into biodiversity loss which is a major driver of climate 

change. Land degradation such as soil erosion, deteriorating soil quality and desertification are 

driven by climate variability such as changes in rainfall, droughts and floods. 

Repeated media reports with strong evidence show that the world is heading towards a serious 

catastrophe due to severe environment pollution, global warming and climate change.  

To spread environmental awareness media is a great tools to use. Mass media play a central role 

in informing the public about what happens in the world. Particularly in those areas in which 

audiences do not possess direct knowledge or experience. Media definitely do not tell us what to 

think as people do not absorb media messages uncritically. But they are key to the setting of 

agendas and focusing public interest on particular subjects (Philo, 2008).  

Many research studies have showed that mass media have significant impact and effects on public 

awareness, perceptions and sometimes behaviour. One of the great examples of the media 

influence is that are used for advertising products and services. Similarly media content like health 

awareness, nature, human wellbeing etc. also can reach the great response of public. Some very 

common advertisements are of family planning, rural healthcare centre, internet service for farmer 

group could actually reach illiterate or poor family using media. Even any government project 

started for human wellbeing is always broadcast in television, and the reason is the high reach 

among people.  

Environmental awareness proves important for several reasons. It fosters a sense of connection to 

the natural world, promotes sustainable development and encourages conservation of irreplaceable 

natural resources and vulnerable plant and animal species. 
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Environmental awareness helps to educate people to understand the consequences of human 

activities on various lands and identifies remedial solutions as most pollution is reason of human 

activity. The Human Development Report of 1998 (UNDP) affirms this trend and states that 

growth in consumption and unbalanced consumption patterns are placing unprecedented pressure 

on the environment. Earth's surface has undergone unprecedented warming over last centuries. A 

study from 2016 found that without the emissions from burning coal and oil, there is very little 

likelihood that 13 out of the 15 warmest years on record would all have happened. Scientists agree 

that today’s warming is primarily caused by humans putting too much carbon in the atmosphere, 

like when we choose to extract and burn coal, oil, and gas, or cut down and burn forests. We have 

reached a tipping point on climate action—Scientists say we have roughly one decade left to avoid 

the most severe consequences of climate change. Urge your legislators to act on climate (Caldas, 

2017).  

In such situation environment education will help to advocate solutions. This will encourage 

people to perform basic tasks like recycling, using reusable bags and investing in clean energy as 

each step brings improvement. Ultimately, advocates help others understand the harm of human 

activities on land and species, and produce valuable changes through corrective actions.  

Man-made pollution is generally are human actions such as consumption, waste disposal, 

industrial production, transportation and energy generation. This pollutants enter the surrounding 

environment in various ways, either through the atmosphere, water systems or soil, and can persist 

for generations if left untreated. Major contributors to air pollution are transportation, industry and 

agriculture, which respectively release large amounts of carbon dioxide, methane and many other 

types into the atmosphere. As a result air pollution changes the chemical composition of the 

atmosphere it can lead to systemic changes in climate systems. Human activity also causes other 

pollution. Like soil pollution occurs as harmful man-made substances leach into the soil. Using 

large amount of pesticide in crops is one of the main reasons. This chemicals contaminate the soil 

and reach to the lower layer of soil and starts polluting the soil. Even dumping of extreme amount 

of wastage on ground can cause soil pollution. When the amount of waste product is much more 

than the absorbing capacity of soil then the soil begins to lose its absorb and fertile power.  Another 

pollution is radioactive pollution, which is tough to treat and has the most reaction on earth. It can 

cause from the improper disposal of nuclear waste material from nuclear power plant or the 
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detonation of a nuclear explosive device. Now it is considered that the nuclear is a power so 

developed countries instead of controlling pollutions are investing millions in nuclear weapons 

and explosion. This frequent operational activity of nuclear materials is causing out planet 

horrifying pollution. Today whole world need to stand together to fight pollution in order to stop 

destroying the planet. And newspapers or any media needs to be more responsible to discuss this 

issue with the urge to fulfil social responsibility. Media need to promote more and more cost-

effective, environmentally friendly, nonintrusive, and affordable technological solution used to 

extract or remove inactive metals and metal pollutants from natural resources like soil and water.  

Researchers over times have explored how economic pressures and ownership structures have 

impacted news production. In terms of time, personnel, and financial resources environmental 

journalism around has faced capacity challenges all over the world to cover complex and dynamic 

stories at the human–environment interface. Decreased mass media budgets for investigative of 

scientific information have adversely affected journalism. Moreover, critical environment issues 

have failed to gather vast coverage (Sharon Dunwoody, 2015).  

In 2012, Roba in his report found that media has not given proper emphasis for environment issues. 

He found, most of environment issues were too brief and covered giving priority to other issues 

such as sports, investment, agriculture and so on (Roba, 2013). Similarly, several findings have 

criticized the quality of the environment news coverage.  

Hoerisch (2002) mentioned that although the coverage on environment issues has increased over 

the last few years, the media’s supply of information on the environment is still quite low and one-

sided: the variety of environmental topics tackled should increase, the reporting should not only 

highlight the environment issues that are at the top of the political agenda, but the coverage should 

be a more continual one (Hoerisch, 2002).  

A research paper conducted by Jalarajan Raj and Sreekumar (2011) describes that environmental 

journalism is still found as new field in developing countries comparing to developed country. 

This paper also says that developing countries still now consider poverty and gender discrimination 

as more important issue than climate and natural environment. As a result, Asian and third world 

countries are facing more environmental degradation than others (Jalarajan, 2011). According to 

them, monopolization of media ownership and commercial imperatives in media production, has 

influence on direct paved to the representation of environment issues. A poll by opinion research 
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in 2008 revealed that, plurality of Americans says that “protection of the environment should be 

given priority, even at the risk of curbing economic growth” (Cox, 2010).  

Another exploratory research done by Boyagoda (2016) to study news coverage in Sri Lankan 

newspaper has discussed the fact that the Sri Lankan newspapers do cover environment issues but 

the subject matter did not receive much coverage (Boyagoda, 2017).  

Sampei and Usui found a dramatic increase in the newspaper coverage of global warming and 

public concern relatively. The result shows that an increase in media coverage of global warming 

had an immediate influence on public awareness of global warming issues (Yuki Sampei, 2009). 

Okoro and Nnaji (2012) conducted a study and came up with conclusion that environmental 

pollution by the newspapers media received low coverage. Even, they added that environmental 

issues are mostly confined to the inside pages of the newspapers. According to them environmental 

education can drive the struggle for having a healthy environment, as well as sustainable 

environment. 

Measuring media effectiveness not only helps us to measure the media content, but also helps the 

media itself to improve its quality. And this is the reason why frequency of environmental 

journalism should be evaluate. Neuendorf (2002) describes content analysis as a primary message-

centre methodology. Sociologists have been interested in mass media content since the early 20th 

century, starting with Max Weber who saw media content as a means of monitoring the ‘cultural 

temperature’ of society (A. Hansen, 1998). Analysing media content in regular manner can make 

the contents more reliable, quality full, appropriate and trust wordy. Therefore it can be said that 

analysing newspaper’s environment content will help to know the characteristics of the message 

content, describe the characteristics of the news and message, understand the producer and reader’s 

demand and measure the effectiveness on readers.  

Compared with many other countries Bangladesh may approach climate crisis bit lately but at 

present media or newspaper of our country is becoming better to cover environment. Bacon and 

Zaman in their paper concluded that environmental reporting in Bangladesh is a growing sub-field 

of journalism which constructs its own veracity in ways that reflect the social, economic and 

political contexts (Zaman, 2009). Even Reza have come up with same conclusion that covering 

nature and environment in Bangladeshi news media has developed. She says that newspapers of 

Bangladesh now give a special attention to global climate change issues, impacts and debates, 

which were particularly relevant to this country (Reza, 2010). In addition Reza says, both Bengali 
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and English dailies attempted to link the regional environment issues with the global climate 

change.   

Though news media of our country is increasing in covering environment crisis but we cannot 

deny that more news coverage will bring more awareness among people. As in a recent report by 

the World Bank it is said that, Globally, Bangladesh is one of the countries most affected by 

pollution and environmental risks. To achieve upper-middle income status, Bangladesh must act 

now to tackle environmental degradation and pollution, especially in its cities (release, 2018)   
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Chapter 3 

Methodology 

 

This study is about to see how Bangladeshi newspapers are covering environmental news to 

approach the global crisis of climate change. In order to achieve the objectives for this research, 

both qualitative and quantitative methods were applied and primary data was collected by Content 

Analysis. 

Quantitative analysis is a technique that seeks to understand behaviour by using mathematical and 

statistical modelling, measurement and research. Any subject involving numbers can be quantified; 

there are thus many fields in which quantitative analysis is used and is beneficial. Quantitative 

analysis ranges from the examination of simple statistical data to complex calculations. Moreover 

Qualitative analysis seeks to answer the "why" and "how" of human behaviour (Kenton, 2019). 

Though quantitative analysis serves as a useful evaluation tool, it is often combined with the 

research and evaluation tool of qualitative analysis. In a combined qualitative and quantitative 

analysis project, the company might wish to evaluate the strength of a product. So these two 

techniques together help to examine a company's operations and evaluate its potential opportunity.  

Qualitative analysis uses subjective judgment based on non-quantifiable information. This deals 

with intangible, inexact concerns that belong to the social and experiential realm rather than the 

mathematical one. The distinction between these two approaches is similar to the difference 

between human and artificial intelligence. Quantitative analysis uses exact, on the other hand 

qualitative deals with intangible, inexact concerns that belong to the social and experiential realm 

rather than the mathematical one  (Kenton, 2019).  

Content analysis is a research technique used to interpret and make replicable inferences using 

systematic evaluation of texts. It is a popular method to study media as it is designed to study 

media content. Media content analysis was introduced as a systematic method to study mass media 

by Harold Lasswell (1927), initially to study propaganda. 

In more contemporary times, Weber (1990) says: “Content analysis is a research method that uses 

a set of procedures to make valid inferences from text” (Wahlstrom, 1992). Content analysis may 

be described as ‘reality check’, in which the portrayal of a certain group, phenomenon, trade or 
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characteristic is assessed against a standard taken from actuality (Roger D. Wimmer, 1987). Even 

content analysis allows the investigator to observe a communicator’s public messages at times and 

places of the investigator’s own choosing (Richard W. Budd, 1967). 

News contents from newspaper were collected from PIB library for primary data. Five popular 

dailies were selected (4 Bangla and 1 English). These are Prothom Alo, Kaler kontho, Jugantor, 

Ittefaq and The Daily Star.  

For quantitative results my aim was to find out the number of news that each of these newspapers 

had published in mentioned months. The result was also compared between newspapers and 

months to figure out the different ratio pattern. To broaden my study, total number of columns 

were also collected with every news contents. Finally, the quantitative result allowed me to analyse 

the numeric trend of reporting on environment issues of newspapers.  

Next for qualitative result, types of topic, placement of the contents and visual treatment given to 

the news contents were the subjects to analyse. The findings showed the prominence of the 

contents and also helped to understand how important the newspapers felt that an environment 

topic should be regarded. Finally, to draw a conclusion both quantitative and qualitative data of 

this research were presented in tables and graphs with statistics.  

3.1 Population  

The population for this study was the daily newspapers of Bangladesh. Contents on natural 

environment, pollution, climate, damage of natural resources that discussed environment problems 

were my area of interest. 

3.2 Sampling 

To conduct this study I have chosen 5 newspapers of most circulation. The circulation rate was 

sources by a report (see appendix) published on July, 2017 by DFP (Department of Film and 

Publication, Ministry of Information) that shows there are about 479 daily newspapers are 

registered from all over Bangladesh, of which 203 are published from the Dhaka Metropolitan 

City. Among these 203 newspapers, 5 popular newspapers have been selected as the sample 

population.  
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The elements from these newspapers were article, feature, photograph and news related to natural 

environment and pollution. For this research I have collected newspaper of the 1st week of June 

2018, December 2018 and March 2019. Since June has the significance of having environment 

day so the number of news covered in this month is a good way to compare with other months. 

Additionally month June and December was to find out the differences within 6 month time frame. 

Continuing with the same time frame June would have been my next month to pick newspaper 

from but due to time limitation I had to choose the 1st week of March.  Three different times even 

helped me have more number of newspapers for studying. 

3.3 Unit of Analysis 

Following aspects of the reports collected from the newspapers have been reviewed based on:  

- Number of News on environment 

- Types of the content (event based/issue based/just reporting/ in-depth/ follow-up) 

- News treatment (page number/ number of columns / box/ banner/ color headline) 
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Chapter 4 

Data Analysis and Findings  

 

In this chapter I have discussed the findings that have come out from the content analysis. Both 

quantitative and qualitative results have been included also for a critical evaluation. I have 

discussed the findings based on my research objectives. So that, this will help us to find out the 

trend, pattern, treatments and types of environment news followed by Bangladesh’s newspapers.  

4.1 The extent of Environmental News Coverage 

Finding the total amount of environment news is needed to determine the trend of news coverage. 

It also helps to measure the coverage of each newspaper in different time periods. So charts shown 

below portrait how much environment news have been published in each five newspapers on three 

different time periods. The results was even compared in various ways to provide a clear and 

details understanding.   

 

Figure 01: Total number of news contents published in June, 2018 on environment   

  

Prothom Alo Kaler Kantha Jugantor Ittefaq Daily Star

In number 14 13 6 11 13

25%
23%

10%

19%

23%

Total News in June,2018
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The chart indicate that in the month of June, 2018 Prothom Alo had published most number of 

news content related to environment. On the other hand Jugantor had the least amount of news in 

the same month. The ratio are 25% and 10% accordingly. Surprisingly, both Kaler Kantho and 

The Daily Star had similar amount of news items in June. As mentioned before June has ‘The 

Environment Day’ so the number of coverage is quite noticeable.   

 

Figure 02: Total number of news contents published in Dec, 2018 on environment 

 

 

December had quite different scenario than June. In this month the amount of news got visibly 

down and Jugannor had managed to cover more news than any other newspaper. It is also seen 

that during the month of Dec, there is not much difference on total news items for most of the 

newspapers. Ittefaq had the most coverage of 24% on environment and others are at 19%.  

Prothom Alo Kaler Kantha Jugantor Ittefaq Daily Star

In Number 3 3 3 4 3

Total News on Dec, 2018
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Figure 03: Total number of news contents published in March, 2019 on environment 

       

 

As we can see the numbers of environment news had increased in March, 2019 than December, 

2018. All alone 35% news of Kaker Kantho is indicating the incredible coverage on natural 

environment and related issue to it. In March, Kaler Kantho had two ongoing series of news on 

River pollution in the title of ‘Ek Nodi Kanna’ and ‘Haor Duble Desho Dubbe’, which was the 

ultimate reasons of such significant number of environment news. On contrast, Prothom Alo and 

The Daily Star has covered almost similar coverage of 11% and 10% accordingly and placed at 

the bottom.  

 

 

 

 

 

Prothom Alo Kaler Kantha Jugantor Ittefaq Daily Star

In Number 8 25 12 19 7

Total News on March, 2019
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Figure 04: Comparative coverage by each daily on Environment  

 

 

 

This table shows us the comparative coverage of each newspaper in all three months. And it is 

clearly visible that most of the newspapers (Kaler Kantho, Jugantor and Ittefaq) had their most 

amount of environment news in March, 2019. Even these three dailies’ June, 2018 coverage ratio 

hadn’t differ much from each other. On the opposite, Prothom Alo and The Daily Star had the best 

amount of news on environment in March, 2019. Finally every newspapers of five had the lowest 

coverage on the month of December, 2018.   

 

 

 

 

Prothom Alo Kaler Kantha Jugantor Ittefaq Daily Star

Total covarage by newspapers 

June,2018 Dec, 2018 March, 2019
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Figure 05: The total number of environmental items printed in three different months 

 

 

  

To draw a conclusion in the section of ‘The extent of Environmental News Coverage’ I want to 

discuss how much news each newspaper had covered in total of these three months. Out of 114 

news all together from June 2018, December 2018 and March 2019 Kaler Kantho ranked top. It 

has published 28% of news. The second most coverage was by Ittefaq with 24% and rest 

newspapers Prothom Alo, The Daily Star and Jugantor had the total news of 17%, 16% and 15% 

respectively.   

Finally I can say that Bangladeshi newspapers do cover environment issues in a certain ration and 

their trend of covering news definitely varies from month to month. And of course all newspapers 

have a tendency to give more priority to the month with significance like ‘The Environment Day’ 

than other months for covering environmental issues.    

 

Prothom Alo
17% 

Kaler Kantha
28% 

Jugantor
15%

Ittefaq
24%

Daily Star
16%

TOTAL NEWS 
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4.2 Major topics mostly covered in environment news by newspapers 

All five newspapers have certain interest upon some topics which were covered frequently. I totally 

could find seven types of topics that these mentioned newspapers had covered in the selected 

month and time zone for this research. The major topics are environment pollution, extinction of 

lake/river/sea, initiatives and innovative idea to save environment, distortion of natural resources, 

disorganization or irresponsibility causing pollution, natural disaster and law or protest to fight 

environment crisis. 

 

Figure 06: Topics covered by Prothom Alo 

 

 

Prothom Alo had shown most interest discussing the environment pollution. From total of 25 

environment news, it covered 28% of issue on environment pollution. Not only this, this daily 

Topics Cover by Prothom Alo
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newspaper had not forget to cover those organization or group of people who were irresponsible 

in managing their duties in environmental crisis. Therefore 16% of total environment news 

Prothom Alo had covered Disorganization or Irresponsibility. The topic that got minimum 

coverage is news on law or protest with 8% only. Prothom Alo did not covered any news on 

Natural Disaster. 

 

Figure 07: Topics covered by Kaler Kantho 

 

 

As chart above shows River/Lake/Sea got the highest and Initiative or Idea got second most cover 

news in all three time periods. And their percentage are 34 and 32. Kaler Kantho was running two 

series on river extinction and population in the month of March, 2019. Though topic of Natural 

Resources and Disorganization or Irresponsibility was least cover by this daily newspaper but it 

Topics covered by kaler kantho
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has much more news coverage on Pollution. Kaler Kantho did not covered any news on Natural 

Disaster and law or Protest topic.   

Figure 08: Topics covered by Jugantor  

 

 

 

In all three time periods, Jugantor had published news items mostly on Pollution. The total 

Pollution news were of 47% and with only 5% coverage Initiative or Idea and Natural Disaster 

topics got the least coverage. Jugantor also covered consider amount of news on Natural Resources 

compared to both Prothom Alo and Kaler Kantho. And the ratio was 24%. But there was no news 

related to Disorganization and Law or Protest.  

 

 

Pollution River/Lake/Sea Initiative/ Idea Natural Resources Natural Disaster

Topics covered by Jugantor
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Figure 09: Topics covered by Ittefaq 

 

 

 

Like Prothom Alo and Jugantor, Ittefaq also covered mostly Pollution news. And it was about 38% 

of total topics covered by ittefaq. It also focused on River/Lake/Sea, Initiative or Idea and Natural 

Disaster. But there was no news on government Law or Protest to fight pollution.   

 

 

 

 

 

Topics Covered by Ittefaq
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Figure 10: Topics covered by The Daily Star 

 

 

 

The Daily Star had total of 23 environment news that got published in 1st week of June, 2018, Dec, 

2018 and March 2019. Out of all Pollution news was the highest topic and Disorganization or 

Irresponsibility was the last topic to get coved. So 57% news was published on Pollution and only 

4% news was on was Disorganization or Irresponsibility. In fact The Daily Star was the only daily 

newspaper of five that had not coved any news on natural resources.  

 

 

  

57% (13)

26% (6)

13% (3)

4% (1)

Pollution River/Lake/Sea Initiative/ Idea Disorganization/
Irresponsibility

Topic Covered by The Daily Star
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Figure 11: Topics covered by five Dailies 

 

It is clearly seen that ‘Environment pollution’ was the issue which got most coverage of 38% form 

all five newspapers. After that comes the topic ‘River/Lake/Sea’ issue. And Kaker Kantho had 

maximum news on this topic. Besides Kaler kantho had great coverage on the topic of ‘Initiative 

or Idea’ too. Though the total amount of news on ‘Natural Resources’ were higher than 

‘Disorganization or Irresponsibility’ but The Daily Star did not had a single news on this. Another 

topic that which was not covered by all five newspapers is ‘Natural Disaster’. That’s why it is the 

second least covered topic for environment news. Another findings is that Prothom Alo was the 

one newspaper to cover two news on government new Law and Protest of people for environment 

pollution.  

  

4.3 Level of prominence 

4.3.1 Nature and classification of the news 

It is found that most of news had been just reported without any in-depth analysis. Reports in such 

kind of news just had described the problems or the situation briefly that took place. Only news 

that came in series and talked about any report on pollution had went through in-depth reporting. 

 

Total of Covered Topics
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Figure 12: Nature of the environment news covered by all the newspapers 

 

Newspaper 

Name 

 

Just Reporting 

Number 

% 

 

In-Dept. 

 Number 

% 

 

Total 

Number 

% 

 

Prothom Alo 

22 

(88%) 

3 

(12%) 

25 

(100%) 

 

Kaler Kantho 

33 

(80.5%) 

8 

(19.5%) 

41 

(100%) 

 

Jugantor 

18 

(86%) 

3 

(14%) 

21 

(100%) 

 

Ittefaq 

31 

(91%) 

3 

(9%) 

34 

(100%) 

 

The Daily Star 

19 

(83%) 

4 

(17%) 

23 

(100%) 

  

‘Just Reporting’ news are mostly news that has cover an issue or event in a brief manner with the 

attention of covering the news only. News like ‘Rivers are dying of plastic wastage’, ‘Effort to 

promote tree plantation’, ‘Someone find a new way of using wastage as fertilizer’ are just reported 

without any deeper information. Among all five newspapers Ittefaq had maximum (91%) news of 

‘Just Reporting’ manner. On the other hand in-dept. reporting that is with background information, 

atmosphere are more details form of news. This kinds of news are mostly like ‘Canal dies of plastic 

menace’, ‘Buriganga is disappearing from the map’. These types of news come with information 

about past and present sometimes with future assumption. Kaler Kantho had covered in-dept. news 

most with 19.5%.    
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Figure 13: Classifications of environment news covered by all the newspapers 

 

Newspapers’ 

Name 

 

News 

 Number 

% 

Feature& 

Editorial 

Number 

% 

Photography 

Number 

% 

Total 

Number 

% 

Prothom Alo 20 

(80%) 

1 

(4%) 

4 

(16%) 

25 

(100%) 

Kaler Kantho 35 

(86%) 

5 

(12%) 

1 

(2%) 

41 

(100%) 

Jugantor 18 

(85.7%) 

2 

(9.5%) 

1 

(4.8%) 

21 

(100%) 

Ittefaq 25 

(74%) 

8 

(23%) 

1 

(3%) 

34 

(100%) 

The Daily 

Star 

14 

(61%) 

2 

(9%) 

7 

(30%) 

23 

(100%) 

 

The classification of environment news were mostly news. More than 60% of all five newspapers 

were published as news rather than other types. Kaler kantho and Jugantor had most percentage of 

86% and 85.7% accordingly. Feature is also a popular type of news content and among all other 

newspapers Ittefaq had quite considerable amount of feature news and the figure is 23%. Lastly, 

almost every newspapers had use type ‘Photography’ where only the caption describes the content 

message. The Daily Star and Prothom Alo had used more photograph to convey the content 

message of environment news than others and had most percentage of 30 and 16 respectively.   
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4.3.2 Treatment of items 

Front page of a newspaper is mainly allocated to the news or content of highest interest for the 

day. So I have counted the number of how many news was placed in front page and inner page for 

the mentioned time. And the ‘Other’ section includes number of contents that had color, picture, 

bold headlines and data table to highlight the news. The chart below shows that most of the 

environmental stories in the Bangladeshi newspapers are covered in inner page.  

 

Figure 14: Placement and treatment to the news  

 

Of the items, maximum of the news were published in the inner pages of the dailies, while 

Jugantor did not had any front page news on environment for the following time periods. On the 

other hand, KalerKantho had the highest percentage of front page news. Lastly, more than 70% 

environment news of each 5 newspapers were placed at inner page and only maximum of 27% 

news was at the front page. Now talking about the treatment for environment news, minimum 

48% of news had used color/bold font/photo/charts to be more highlighted. While The Daily Star 

had 91% news with such treatment elements.  

 

Newspapers 

 

Front page 

 

Inner page 

 

Total 

Color, Bold 

font, Photo, 

Charts 

Prothom Alo 1 

(4%) 

24 

(96%) 

25 

(100%) 

14 

(56%) 

KalerKantho 11 

(27%) 

30 

(73%) 

41 

(100%) 

22 

(53%) 

Jugantor 0 

(0%) 

21 

(100%) 

21 

(100%) 

10 

(48%) 

Ittefaq 2 

(6%) 

32 

(94%) 

34 

(100%) 

19 

(56%) 

Daily Star 4 

(17%) 

19 

(83%) 

23 

(100%) 

21 

(91%) 
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4.3.4 Columns given to environment content 

Column in newspaper, is an important element of news treatment. Column not only provide space 

but also shows how much importance have been given to the news content. The more column a 

news headline gets, the more the news is important to that newspaper. So to analyse environment 

news content I have counted the columns that was provided to the contents. The findings are 

presented in charts which also describe the differences among three periods and five dailies.  

The columns are classified by Single Column (SC), Double Column (DC), Three Column (3C), 

and Four Column (4C) and more than four (Above). So I will show how many columns do all 5 

dailies had in three different time periods.  

Figure 15: Total column distribution in June, 2018 

 

In the month of June, 2018, Prothom Alo and Jugantor did not have any environment news items 

above 4C, whereas The Daily Star’s maximum news were of more than of 4C. Moreover it do not 

had any news of single column. Somehow it indicates that Daily Star have given more priority to 

environment items than any other four dailies. Among all five newspapers, Ittefaq only had 

environment news of all column size.  
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Figure 16: Total column distribution in Dec, 2018 

 

This chat shows that in March, 2018, there were few number of environment news in all five 

dailies. Prothom Alo had only three news but all were given similar column size of 3C. While The 

Daily Star have same number of news items on March but in three different column size. This says 

that in this month The Daily Star had news of different types on environment. As we can see every 

newspapers had DC news and with few number of news kaler Kantho sill had published two news 

of above four column.   
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Figure 17: Total column distribution in March, 2019 

 

 

In March, 2019 newspapers of Bangladesh had published considerable number of environment 

news. Even Kaler Kantho, Jugantor and Ittefaq had their most number of news among all three 

time periods. Kaker Kantho had the most amount than others. Along with the numbers of news the 

chart also shows that Kaler Kantho had given much more space to environment issues than other 

newspapers. Prothom Alo did not have any news items more than 4C while The Daily Star’s 

maximum news were more than 4C. 

 

4.4 Findings and Qualitative Analysis 

In terms of pattern, treatment and placement of the news, the quality can be measured. As I found 

that environment news are mostly placed in inner pages. So it indicate that environment news are 

not mostly considered to be the front page issue for newspapers. And it can be a reason for 

environment news to get less noticed. A clear example is, being one of popular daily newspapers 
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Jugantor did not had a single front page environment news during all three time periods. On the 

other hand, maximum of environment news gets a highlighting treatment like bold and color text, 

picture and charts. Above 45% of inner news from each newspapers gets style or presentation 

treatment to attract readers. The images inserted in news are really of good quality and the captions 

explain the image well. Some news even had several pictures for it. Photographs are also used to 

cover environment issue in newspapers. Some contents or news items were only photographs with 

caption specially related to pollution (see appendix). But during collecting content from 

newspapers I observed keenly that news those were placed in inner pages without any highlighting 

treatment, are often difficult to find. Specially news of single column. Therefor I would say that 

though newspapers do give effort to make inner page environment news more visible to readers 

but it sometimes is not enough.   

Another aspect to judge the quality of news content is its nature. Through my study I found that 

Bangladeshi newspapers do published considerable amount of environment news but are more 

interest to just cover the issue than digging into the deep. As we saw no newspapers had in-depth 

news more than 20% of its total environment news items. In case of pollution news I found several 

news to repeat same common information how the pollution take place, whereas it could add some 

more new information to explain the larger scenario. Then in such situation it can be clearly said 

that number of environment news might got more priority than the amount of information.  

Column is another element of news treatment. So I have also counted the columns given to the 

environment news items and I would say environment news mostly get published of DC to 4C. 

But in editorial or feature section this issue also gets eight columns. Moreover when the number 

of environment news are much more than regular then there would be more number of single 

column news. This situation was noticed on the week of ‘The Environment Day’. All newspapers 

were publishing more news items and issue or event based news are published in single column.  

Talking about special occasion or day, Bangladeshi dailies do give extra effort to celebrate it. The 

number of news are more, environment news are placed in all types of column with more variety 

of topics and even news of several types will be covered. To celebrate the day The Daily Star had 

published the whole newspaper in green color (see appendix). So to my opinion, this extra attention 

is appreciable to promote the day and make readers realize the importance of The Environment 

Day.   



Trend Analysis of Environment News Covered in Major Dailies of Bangladesh 

 

35 
©Daffodil International University  

Newspapers of Bangladesh do publish series news on environment which are mostly published 

with details information as in-depth news. For the selected time periods I could find two series of 

environment news in Kaler Kantho. The title of two series were ‘Ek Nodi Kanna’ and ‘Haor Duble 

Desho Dubbe’ (see appendix). Series news gets better treatment. This two series were putted in 

front page with color subhead, pictures, bold text and.     
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Conclusion and Recommendations 

Among five newspapers Kaler Kantho had remarkable response to environment news by not only 

covering maximum number of news and but for highest number of front page news. On the other 

hand Jugantor had opposite trend to follow environment news. Jugantor did not have any front 

page news and that indicated its less priority to the environment issue. Even two series of Kaler 

Kantho had proved that this newspapers had given emphasis on covering issues connected to the 

natural environment crisis. And such initiative is expected from others as well.  

Amount of news items do vary from month to month and the difference is quite noticeable. Among 

three different time periods Dec, 2018, was the month with the lowest amount of news by all five 

newspapers. Though I had even noticed a tendency to cover more news on environment news 

comparatively. In a way this is a good effort to promote the importance of such day but according 

to me the news number should be more balanced for every month.  

As environment pollution is one of the most talked issue around the world so news on the same 

issue should be covered with more detail so that people can understand the root causes and can be 

more cautious about their own activities and responsibilities.  

Despite coverage on environment pollution and climate change, newspapers in Bangladesh have a 

different pattern to cover natural environment with short feature news and photo feature (see 

appendix). Information on rare and unique flowers, birds, trees and photograph on natural elements 

are the topics for this kind of news. Quality of photo-features is good in terms of content selection 

and presentation, style and diversity.  

The analysis on environment and climate change issues need clear analysis of relevant data to 

make the audience understand and follow in their own life and activities. The pictures and 

illustrations are vital to attract the readers to go through for their knowledge and motivation. 

Because these new issues to be made effective parts of the people in general, and they may be 

motivated if they get exposure of those areas by pictures and illustrations. The mass media, 

especially the print media is still a popular medium to be attracted by the people of Bangladesh 

and they can get quality knowledge on the relevant issues if they are concentrated more as I have 

discussed earlier in the thesis. The media professionals should take more interest to specialize the 

on environment and climate issues to cover in-depth. 
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Appendix 01 

Newspapers Distribution list 
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News with several picture 
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The Daily Star full green color 
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The Daily Star full green color 
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News of Full Eight Columns 
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News of Full Page 
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Different way to feature nature 
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Photo Feature 
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Series news 
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News of just reported 
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News with details information 
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Appendix 02 

Charts show which month did the 5 dailies had maximum column for environment news.  

Figure A: Total column distribution by Prothom Alo 

 

 

Figure 20: Total column distribution by Kaler Kantho 

 

Figure 21: Total column distribution by Jugantor 
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Figure 22: Total column distribution by Ittefaq 
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Figure 23: Total column distribution by The Daily Star 

 

 

Therefore, Prothom Alo and The Daily Star had their most number of columns in the month June, 

2018 for environment news content. While three other newspapers (Kaler Kantho, Jugantor & 

Jugantor) had most column in March, 2019. On contrast, all five dailies had given their lowest 

amount of column in Dec, 2018.  
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