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Abstract

Climate change is one of the most talked topic in the world. Like any other country,
Bangladesh is also facing several devastative situations due to negative climate change.
Therefore information on environment in every country, needs to be spread in great
manner. Newspaper is one of the kind media which actually can play vital role to act as an
effective platform to communicate environmental issue among people. So this research
seeks to explore the news coverage of some major daily newspapers of Bangladesh in
Dhaka city on environment issues. | with this research tried to explore whether Bangladeshi
newspapers cover sufficiently environment issues to deal environmental crisis. My
objective for this study will be to analysis the number of environmental news, type of the

content and given treatment to the same issue.

Keywords: Climate change, Pollution, Environment, Environmental issue, Human health,
River, Soil.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

Environmental crisis are increasing immensely around the world and thus our world is facing a
huge change in climatic condition. In general, the term ‘environment’ is a “concept which includes
all aspects of surroundings of humanity, affecting individuals and social groupings” (Gilpin, 1996).
Again the ‘environment’ or the ‘natural environment’ is all of those non-human, natural
surroundings within which human beings exist and which are prerequisite for their future

evolution.

According to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) - Climate
change is a change in climate which is attributed directly or indirectly to human activity that alters
the compositions of global atmosphere and which is in addition to natural climate variability

observed over comparable time periods (Bodansky, 1993)

And Environmental pollution is defined as “the contamination of the physical and biological
components of the earth/atmosphere system to such an extent that normal environmental processes
are adversely affected” (Manickam, 2017).

In short, when we talk about the environmental crisis, we actually are talking about the change in
our climate, as climate is the key component of our environment. So ‘Climate change’ is the
situation when changes in Earth's climate system result in new weather patterns that last for at least
a few decades and maybe for millions of years. Similarly the Oxford dictionary has explained
‘climate change’ as changes in the earth's weather, including changes in temperature, wind patterns
and rainfall, especially the increase in the temperature of the earth's atmosphere that is caused by
the increase of particular gases, especially Carbon- dioxide. Eventually, the whole world is
suffering in several ways for the changing pattern of climate and Bangladesh is no different than

the situation.

Bangladesh is one of the countries who has to face critically for environmental crisis. Even now
some of our major livelihood sectors directly depend on climatic factors. Additionally our

geological position, poverty, density of population have made the scenario more complex. All
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these together are causing gradual increase of high frequency of flood, droughts, landslides,
pollution, hurricanes etc. Consequently, Bangladesh is been struggling with air pollution for a long

time and Dhaka continuously ranks among the world’s most polluted cities.

Air pollution is induced by the presence of toxic substances, mainly produced by human activity
in recent years in the atmosphere. These gases and chemicals generate a great number of
phenomena and consequences for the ecosystems and the living beings that populate our planet.
The polluted air, floating on the surface of the earth, is carried away by wind and rain. Clouds and
high temperatures also help to disperse pollution to reach very great distances from its point of
origin. Then air pollution has the sadly consequences on our planet like acid rain, depletion of the
ozone layer, global warming, the greenhouse effect. Acid rain affects the amount of chemicals in
soils and freshwater and affect the food chains. Continuing exposure to this polluted air, our human
body is also suffering of extreme health problems. Beside the known problems of cardiovascular
problem, allergy, asthma, conjunctivitis, bronchial diseases, lung or skin cancers and vision
problems, children and woman are being vulnerably affected. Scientists say that due to
environment pollution children could have blood problems in the mental development and
pregnant woman can face problems of abortion, delivering pre-mature baby and new born with

mental disability.

One of the most alarming news about Bangladesh is that as a result of the rise of sea level, the
lower southern part of the country may one day go under water. Due to its flat topography and low
land, a huge portion of our population is displaced. In addition, recent major calamities ‘Sidr’ in

2007 and ‘Aila’ in 2009 are perceived as further indication of more devastating natural calamities.

There are already some symptoms that are visible as gradual changing in the climate and overall
elements of the natural environment as per the opinions of the climatologists. One of the major
symptoms is the rise of ‘global temperature or global warming’. In 2001, heat-waves in
Bangladesh caused deaths among metal workers and rickshaw pullers due to heat stroke (WHO:
2008).

Greenhouse gases causes global warming. When carbon dioxide and other gases trap heat in the
atmosphere it causes the global temperatures to rise. Although carbon dioxide has natural sources
but human activities have caused an increase from 280 parts per million before the development

of industry to 370 parts per million today.
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Due to horrifying consequences, climate change or environment issues always require high
attention of media for wide reach to create public awareness. And this demand of more news are
growing every single day. The environment and environmental news or information are salient
and prominent topic of the public and elites discussion. Hence, mass media plays a significant role
in covering news and information on environmental incidences, issues and problems (Pompper &
Signorielli, 2004).

The incidents or the situations that occur around us every day, are being exposed by media. So
Media representations are very important as it carries out the responsibility to inform and educate
the people. Among the mass media, newspaper holds an important place in disseminating
information, shape perceptions and create awareness and thus, catalyse environmental actions.
Specifically, news reports can play an important role in shaping the public’s perceptions towards
government's efforts to address the environment issues and motivate them to contribute in
resolving environmental problems. A media report not only discuss the problems but can also keep
people updated about the environmental progress, recycling programs and conserving natural
resources. Environment communication is a vehicle for our understanding of the environment as
well as our relationship to the natural world. We many times consider weather and climate to be
the same, which is absolutely wrong. Weather is the day-to-day state of the atmosphere, and can
change in every minute. It is the combination of temperature, humidity, rain, wind, cloudiness, and
visibility. But Climate is the weather of a place averaged over a period of time, often 30 years.
Therefore, media really can play smart to accomplish its duty along with communicating
environment issues properly. And can built a great link between building awareness and guiding
action as well. Like it is said- the way we communicate with one another about the environment,
powerfully affects how we perceive both the environment and ourselves and therefore how we

define our relationship with the natural world (Cox, 2010).

A Number of studies have already proved that mass media is a powerful tool to be used to effect
social changes. According to Marx’s argument, mass media, known as a ‘means of production’
which disseminate the ideas and world views are an agent of ideological control (Marx, 2014). So
this conscience society or the media is raising voice against these different and unwanted

characteristics of the natural environment.
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The incidents or the situations that occur around us every day, are being exposed by media. So
Media representations are very important as it carries out the responsibility to portray the real
scenario and inform the people. In a way also educate us. Even all traditional media definitions
support that- media has the duty to inform, to educate and to entertain the people. No doubt for
same reason mass media is being used for encouraging knowledge and awareness about

environmental problems.

We human use media as the symbolic medium for constructing society’s responses towards
environmental problems. According to Development Cooperation and Environment (DCE),
environmental Journalism can be explained as exploring risks and hazards and translating complex
scientific issues into simple language and stories using varied sources: scientists, policymakers,

NGOs, business, consumers, involved people, the general public (Wyss, 2008).

Newspapers is one of the most popular and effective medium to spread information. It has the
power to make people learn about an issue and manipulate their thoughts. Newspaper provides us
with information collected from around the globe. It also helps to develop new ideas, and at
times guide the common man how to think and discuss. A newspaper acts an important medium
to control any local or global problems including environmental problems. Bangladesh newspapers
also cover environmental issues which inform us about the horrible climatic problems and how it
can be controlled. But in this ,manner the contents needs to be of well quality so that it can serves
every needed information and educate people in proper way. This is why media contents should
get quality check. Media content analysis is the deconstruction of pieces of media with tendency
towards either quantitative or qualitative research methods. Media content analysis can be used to
analyse the ideologies of those who produce them and how they try to spread this ideology. Media
content analysis looks directly at communication via texts or transcripts, and hence gets at the
central aspect of social interaction. This is why media content analysis often disregards the

background in which something has been produced (Roger D. Wimmer, 1987)

Tremendous environmental problems and issues are gradually increasing around the world with
higher frequency from strong typhoons, hurricanes and cyclones and other extreme events,

including pollution, floods, landslides, droughts etc.
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1.2 Problem Statement

In the light of present situation environmental crisis are increasing, so the demand of environment
news as well. Clear knowledge of how to deal with environment issues and be aware of own
responsibilities, be prepare for emergency situation etc need to be spread. Socially responsible
media form newspaper need to be accountable for dealing this global issue as well. Thus this report
explore the newspaper reports on environment, climate, pollution and any other that is a part of
global atmosphere. But according to a survey conducted by the Media and Climate Change
Observatory (MeCCO) says that coverage on climate change issues in global print media has been
reducing since 2009. This survey was carried out from 2004 to 2017 on 50 newspapers of 25
countries, shows that the international media has been displaying less interest in global warming
and climate change throughout the last decade (2008-2018), with the interest reaching its lowest
in 2011. This same survey report has also been shared by Network on Climate Change, Bangladesh
(NCCB) while unwrapping the "Annual Media Track Report 2017". To support their facts NCCB
has analysis the climate change related news covered by five Bangla and English newspapers in
Bangladesh in 2017. (dhakatribune, 2018). The report tried to analyse the frequency and the quality
of climate change related news published in three Bangla dailies — Prothom Alo, Janakantha and

Kaler Kantho — and two English dailies — The Daily Star and The Independent.

Citing a PIB research, a report published on Dhaka Tribune discussed that although some 10
Bangladeshi newspapers — Prothom Alo, Jugantar, Ittefaq, Samakal, The Daily Star, The
Independent, Dainik Azadi and Dainik Purbakon — had used about 76% of total print area, only

2.6% featured climate change news (dhakatribune, 2018).

As mentioned earlier that Bangladesh is facing a devastating environmental crisis. Which can be
demonstrated through deforestation, destruction of wetlands, depletion of soil nutrients, etc. Also
natural calamities like floods, cyclones are resulting in severe socio-economic and environmental
damage. According to the annual climate risk index for 2017, Bangladesh stood ninth among the
countries most affected by climate change. But has been ranked seventh among the countries most
affected by extreme weather events in 20 years since 1998 (Sonke Kreft, 2016). This is very

alarming for our country.
The best get way is to make strategies as earlier as possible. Countries are paying high attention to
adopt eco-friendly systems or technologies. For many several years countries been studying their

5
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media content to support environmental awareness and frequency of publish news or information.
Similarly there is a growing demand from the public of Bangladesh for more and more information
on environment issues and what actions to be taken. Thus, socially responsible media like
newspapers can place emphasis on such issues. This could be through frequency of reports, the
prominence to the reports and analysis of the issues at stake. In the light of present situation of

climate challenge a question arises:

‘How well our media is communicating environment new to make people enlighten and aware of

climate problem or environmental crisis’.
1.3 Objectives
This study is conducted with the purposes of--

e To explore the extent of coverage given to environment issues.
e To identify the types of content covered in the news.

e To find out the level of prominence given to those contents.
1.4 Research Question
To reach my objectives, | will be sought to find the answers to the problem question-
RQ 1: How Bangladeshi newspapers covered environment issues?
RQ 2: What was the quality of coverage found in the contents of environmental news?

RQ 3: What is the differences of coverage of environmental news in three different

periods?
1.5 Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework is used to hold or support a theory that is applied in a research study.
This framework also introduces and describes the theory that explains why this research problem
under study exists. The theoretical framework for this study is based on established media theory

‘Social Responsibility Theory’.

The social responsibility theory includes of ‘Normative Media Theory’ that supports

“Interpretative” reporting (investigative reporting) more than “Objective” reporting (facts
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reporting). Social responsibility theory plays the watchdog function by reflecting the expectation
of the society. Even this theory holds media accountable to perform for social welfare like covering

environment, government policy to save the natural environment (Clifford G. Christians, 2009).

So according to the following theory, it is said that the ‘Environment’ and ‘Climate Change’ is the
most important issue for Bangladesh. Moreover the mass people should be informed and educated
the disastrous impact of climate change, due to play assertive roles in policy advocacy and self-

awareness. Then only the impact of environment crisis can be thought to be minimize.
1.6 Significance of the study

As this study is a documentation about news in the newspaper covering environment issues,
newspaper agencies can evaluate their own responsibilities towards the society. Even popular work
field ‘environmental journalism’ students can also be motivated to cover environment in massive
ways. My aim is also to present a clear view on how far we have come dealing situation like climate
change and also how more far we can go to face this crisis. Therefore through this research | want
to contribute in helping to communicate environment issues. In fact this report can be an additional
information source and a clear representation of newspaper effectiveness to cover environment.
Which can be a lead to further research. Environment communication is considered to be a
pragmatic and constitutive vehicle that we use for our understanding of environment and our
relationship to the natural world (Wyss, 2008). And as Development Cooperation and
Environment (DCE), the communication process that communicate environment is the planned
and strategic use of communication process and media products to support effecting policy
making, public participation and project implementation geared towards environmental
sustainability. So | hope the process and the findings from this research will definitely be a useful
tool and reference for a media students and environmental journalism to evaluate media

performance.

This research can even help government of Bangladesh to control and evaluate newspaper’s role
to control environment problem. By using this study as reference the rules maker can create a
demand to the authority to maintain regular quality check of newspaper and other media content

to fulfil their social responsibilities.
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1.7 Limitations

As there is no fixed standard and quantity to measure media content, this paper may lack in saying
directly how successful were the dailies of Bangladesh to cover environment news and perform its
social responsibility. But it is definitely said the more news is published, the more it get noticed.
On the other hand, due to time and opportunity limitations this paper has included a few dailies
among all other papers in the country. Even instead of June (according to six month time frame) |
had to consider newspaper of March, 2019 for my third month of newspaper contents. Studying
any media content requires a huge amount and various types of resources. But this study

concentrated on only content analysis method, which is a limitation to reach such objectives.
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Chapter 2

Literature Review

Rise in global temperature, is affecting all the species of animals and plants of our planet.
Moreover, environment pollution and disappearing of forests is directly affecting the human life
along with other species. Climatologists predict that midway through the next century, world
temperatures may rise by as much as four degree Celsius. This could result in terrible reduce in
mankind’s ability to grow food, severely damage in wildlife and wilderness or may destroy, raise
in sea levels and thereby flood in coastal areas and farmlands. At present, climate change is having
amajor impact on biodiversity and has turn into biodiversity loss which is a major driver of climate
change. Land degradation such as soil erosion, deteriorating soil quality and desertification are
driven by climate variability such as changes in rainfall, droughts and floods.

Repeated media reports with strong evidence show that the world is heading towards a serious
catastrophe due to severe environment pollution, global warming and climate change.

To spread environmental awareness media is a great tools to use. Mass media play a central role
in informing the public about what happens in the world. Particularly in those areas in which
audiences do not possess direct knowledge or experience. Media definitely do not tell us what to
think as people do not absorb media messages uncritically. But they are key to the setting of
agendas and focusing public interest on particular subjects (Philo, 2008).

Many research studies have showed that mass media have significant impact and effects on public
awareness, perceptions and sometimes behaviour. One of the great examples of the media
influence is that are used for advertising products and services. Similarly media content like health
awareness, nature, human wellbeing etc. also can reach the great response of public. Some very
common advertisements are of family planning, rural healthcare centre, internet service for farmer
group could actually reach illiterate or poor family using media. Even any government project
started for human wellbeing is always broadcast in television, and the reason is the high reach
among people.

Environmental awareness proves important for several reasons. It fosters a sense of connection to
the natural world, promotes sustainable development and encourages conservation of irreplaceable

natural resources and vulnerable plant and animal species.
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Environmental awareness helps to educate people to understand the consequences of human
activities on various lands and identifies remedial solutions as most pollution is reason of human
activity. The Human Development Report of 1998 (UNDP) affirms this trend and states that
growth in consumption and unbalanced consumption patterns are placing unprecedented pressure
on the environment. Earth's surface has undergone unprecedented warming over last centuries. A
study from 2016 found that without the emissions from burning coal and oil, there is very little
likelihood that 13 out of the 15 warmest years on record would all have happened. Scientists agree
that today’s warming is primarily caused by humans putting too much carbon in the atmosphere,
like when we choose to extract and burn coal, oil, and gas, or cut down and burn forests. We have
reached a tipping point on climate action—Scientists say we have roughly one decade left to avoid
the most severe consequences of climate change. Urge your legislators to act on climate (Caldas,
2017).

In such situation environment education will help to advocate solutions. This will encourage
people to perform basic tasks like recycling, using reusable bags and investing in clean energy as
each step brings improvement. Ultimately, advocates help others understand the harm of human

activities on land and species, and produce valuable changes through corrective actions.

Man-made pollution is generally are human actions such as consumption, waste disposal,
industrial production, transportation and energy generation. This pollutants enter the surrounding
environment in various ways, either through the atmosphere, water systems or soil, and can persist
for generations if left untreated. Major contributors to air pollution are transportation, industry and
agriculture, which respectively release large amounts of carbon dioxide, methane and many other
types into the atmosphere. As a result air pollution changes the chemical composition of the
atmosphere it can lead to systemic changes in climate systems. Human activity also causes other
pollution. Like soil pollution occurs as harmful man-made substances leach into the soil. Using
large amount of pesticide in crops is one of the main reasons. This chemicals contaminate the soil
and reach to the lower layer of soil and starts polluting the soil. Even dumping of extreme amount
of wastage on ground can cause soil pollution. When the amount of waste product is much more
than the absorbing capacity of soil then the soil begins to lose its absorb and fertile power. Another
pollution is radioactive pollution, which is tough to treat and has the most reaction on earth. It can

cause from the improper disposal of nuclear waste material from nuclear power plant or the

10
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detonation of a nuclear explosive device. Now it is considered that the nuclear is a power so
developed countries instead of controlling pollutions are investing millions in nuclear weapons
and explosion. This frequent operational activity of nuclear materials is causing out planet
horrifying pollution. Today whole world need to stand together to fight pollution in order to stop
destroying the planet. And newspapers or any media needs to be more responsible to discuss this
issue with the urge to fulfil social responsibility. Media need to promote more and more cost-
effective, environmentally friendly, nonintrusive, and affordable technological solution used to

extract or remove inactive metals and metal pollutants from natural resources like soil and water.

Researchers over times have explored how economic pressures and ownership structures have
impacted news production. In terms of time, personnel, and financial resources environmental
journalism around has faced capacity challenges all over the world to cover complex and dynamic
stories at the human—environment interface. Decreased mass media budgets for investigative of
scientific information have adversely affected journalism. Moreover, critical environment issues

have failed to gather vast coverage (Sharon Dunwoody, 2015).

In 2012, Roba in his report found that media has not given proper emphasis for environment issues.
He found, most of environment issues were too brief and covered giving priority to other issues
such as sports, investment, agriculture and so on (Roba, 2013). Similarly, several findings have
criticized the quality of the environment news coverage.

Hoerisch (2002) mentioned that although the coverage on environment issues has increased over
the last few years, the media’s supply of information on the environment is still quite low and one-
sided: the variety of environmental topics tackled should increase, the reporting should not only
highlight the environment issues that are at the top of the political agenda, but the coverage should
be a more continual one (Hoerisch, 2002).

A research paper conducted by Jalarajan Raj and Sreekumar (2011) describes that environmental
journalism is still found as new field in developing countries comparing to developed country.
This paper also says that developing countries still now consider poverty and gender discrimination
as more important issue than climate and natural environment. As a result, Asian and third world
countries are facing more environmental degradation than others (Jalarajan, 2011). According to
them, monopolization of media ownership and commercial imperatives in media production, has

influence on direct paved to the representation of environment issues. A poll by opinion research

11
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in 2008 revealed that, plurality of Americans says that “protection of the environment should be
given priority, even at the risk of curbing economic growth” (Cox, 2010).

Another exploratory research done by Boyagoda (2016) to study news coverage in Sri Lankan
newspaper has discussed the fact that the Sri Lankan newspapers do cover environment issues but
the subject matter did not receive much coverage (Boyagoda, 2017).

Sampei and Usui found a dramatic increase in the newspaper coverage of global warming and
public concern relatively. The result shows that an increase in media coverage of global warming
had an immediate influence on public awareness of global warming issues (Yuki Sampei, 2009).
Okoro and Nnaji (2012) conducted a study and came up with conclusion that environmental
pollution by the newspapers media received low coverage. Even, they added that environmental
issues are mostly confined to the inside pages of the newspapers. According to them environmental
education can drive the struggle for having a healthy environment, as well as sustainable
environment.

Measuring media effectiveness not only helps us to measure the media content, but also helps the
media itself to improve its quality. And this is the reason why frequency of environmental
journalism should be evaluate. Neuendorf (2002) describes content analysis as a primary message-
centre methodology. Sociologists have been interested in mass media content since the early 20th
century, starting with Max Weber who saw media content as a means of monitoring the ‘cultural
temperature’ of society (A. Hansen, 1998). Analysing media content in regular manner can make
the contents more reliable, quality full, appropriate and trust wordy. Therefore it can be said that
analysing newspaper’s environment content will help to know the characteristics of the message
content, describe the characteristics of the news and message, understand the producer and reader’s
demand and measure the effectiveness on readers.

Compared with many other countries Bangladesh may approach climate crisis bit lately but at
present media or newspaper of our country is becoming better to cover environment. Bacon and
Zaman in their paper concluded that environmental reporting in Bangladesh is a growing sub-field
of journalism which constructs its own veracity in ways that reflect the social, economic and
political contexts (Zaman, 2009). Even Reza have come up with same conclusion that covering
nature and environment in Bangladeshi news media has developed. She says that newspapers of
Bangladesh now give a special attention to global climate change issues, impacts and debates,

which were particularly relevant to this country (Reza, 2010). In addition Reza says, both Bengali

12

©Daffodil International University



Trend Analysis of Environment News Covered in Major Dailies of Bangladesh

and English dailies attempted to link the regional environment issues with the global climate
change.

Though news media of our country is increasing in covering environment crisis but we cannot
deny that more news coverage will bring more awareness among people. As in a recent report by
the World Bank it is said that, Globally, Bangladesh is one of the countries most affected by
pollution and environmental risks. To achieve upper-middle income status, Bangladesh must act

now to tackle environmental degradation and pollution, especially in its cities (release, 2018)

13
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Chapter 3
Methodology

This study is about to see how Bangladeshi newspapers are covering environmental news to
approach the global crisis of climate change. In order to achieve the objectives for this research,
both qualitative and quantitative methods were applied and primary data was collected by Content

Analysis.

Quantitative analysis is a technique that seeks to understand behaviour by using mathematical and
statistical modelling, measurement and research. Any subject involving numbers can be quantified;
there are thus many fields in which quantitative analysis is used and is beneficial. Quantitative
analysis ranges from the examination of simple statistical data to complex calculations. Moreover
Qualitative analysis seeks to answer the "why" and "how" of human behaviour (Kenton, 2019).

Though quantitative analysis serves as a useful evaluation tool, it is often combined with the
research and evaluation tool of qualitative analysis. In a combined qualitative and quantitative
analysis project, the company might wish to evaluate the strength of a product. So these two

techniques together help to examine a company's operations and evaluate its potential opportunity.

Qualitative analysis uses subjective judgment based on non-quantifiable information. This deals
with intangible, inexact concerns that belong to the social and experiential realm rather than the
mathematical one. The distinction between these two approaches is similar to the difference
between human and artificial intelligence. Quantitative analysis uses exact, on the other hand
qualitative deals with intangible, inexact concerns that belong to the social and experiential realm

rather than the mathematical one (Kenton, 2019).

Content analysis is a research technique used to interpret and make replicable inferences using
systematic evaluation of texts. It is a popular method to study media as it is designed to study
media content. Media content analysis was introduced as a systematic method to study mass media

by Harold Lasswell (1927), initially to study propaganda.

In more contemporary times, Weber (1990) says: “Content analysis is a research method that uses
a set of procedures to make valid inferences from text” (Wahlstrom, 1992). Content analysis may
be described as ‘reality check’, in which the portrayal of a certain group, phenomenon, trade or
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characteristic is assessed against a standard taken from actuality (Roger D. Wimmer, 1987). Even
content analysis allows the investigator to observe a communicator’s public messages at times and

places of the investigator’s own choosing (Richard W. Budd, 1967).

News contents from newspaper were collected from PIB library for primary data. Five popular
dailies were selected (4 Bangla and 1 English). These are Prothom Alo, Kaler kontho, Jugantor,
Ittefaq and The Daily Star.

For quantitative results my aim was to find out the number of news that each of these newspapers
had published in mentioned months. The result was also compared between newspapers and
months to figure out the different ratio pattern. To broaden my study, total number of columns
were also collected with every news contents. Finally, the quantitative result allowed me to analyse

the numeric trend of reporting on environment issues of newspapers.

Next for qualitative result, types of topic, placement of the contents and visual treatment given to
the news contents were the subjects to analyse. The findings showed the prominence of the
contents and also helped to understand how important the newspapers felt that an environment
topic should be regarded. Finally, to draw a conclusion both quantitative and qualitative data of
this research were presented in tables and graphs with statistics.

3.1 Population

The population for this study was the daily newspapers of Bangladesh. Contents on natural
environment, pollution, climate, damage of natural resources that discussed environment problems

were my area of interest.
3.2 Sampling

To conduct this study | have chosen 5 newspapers of most circulation. The circulation rate was
sources by a report (see appendix) published on July, 2017 by DFP (Department of Film and
Publication, Ministry of Information) that shows there are about 479 daily newspapers are
registered from all over Bangladesh, of which 203 are published from the Dhaka Metropolitan
City. Among these 203 newspapers, 5 popular newspapers have been selected as the sample

population.
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The elements from these newspapers were article, feature, photograph and news related to natural
environment and pollution. For this research | have collected newspaper of the 1st week of June
2018, December 2018 and March 2019. Since June has the significance of having environment
day so the number of news covered in this month is a good way to compare with other months.
Additionally month June and December was to find out the differences within 6 month time frame.
Continuing with the same time frame June would have been my next month to pick newspaper
from but due to time limitation | had to choose the 1% week of March. Three different times even
helped me have more number of newspapers for studying.

3.3 Unit of Analysis

Following aspects of the reports collected from the newspapers have been reviewed based on:
- Number of News on environment

- Types of the content (event based/issue based/just reporting/ in-depth/ follow-up)

- News treatment (page number/ number of columns / box/ banner/ color headline)
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Chapter 4
Data Analysis and Findings

In this chapter | have discussed the findings that have come out from the content analysis. Both

quantitative and qualitative results have been included also for a critical evaluation. | have

discussed the findings based on my research objectives. So that, this will help us to find out the

trend, pattern, treatments and types of environment news followed by Bangladesh’s newspapers.

4.1 The extent of Environmental News Coverage

Finding the total amount of environment news is needed to determine the trend of news coverage.

It also helps to measure the coverage of each newspaper in different time periods. So charts shown

below portrait how much environment news have been published in each five newspapers on three

different time periods. The results was even compared in various ways to provide a clear and

details understanding.

Figure 01: Total number of news contents published in June, 2018 on environment

25%

Prothom Alo
H In number 14

©Daffodil International University

23% 23%
19%
10%
Kaler Kantha Jugantor Ittefaq Daily Star
13 6 11 13

Total News in June,2018
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The chart indicate that in the month of June, 2018 Prothom Alo had published most number of
news content related to environment. On the other hand Jugantor had the least amount of news in
the same month. The ratio are 25% and 10% accordingly. Surprisingly, both Kaler Kantho and
The Daily Star had similar amount of news items in June. As mentioned before June has ‘The

Environment Day’ so the number of coverage is quite noticeable.

Figure 02: Total number of news contents published in Dec, 2018 on environment

Prothom Alo Kaler Kantha Jugantor Ittefaq Daily Star
i In Number 3 3 3 4 3

Total News on Dec, 2018

December had quite different scenario than June. In this month the amount of news got visibly
down and Jugannor had managed to cover more news than any other newspaper. It is also seen
that during the month of Dec, there is not much difference on total news items for most of the

newspapers. Ittefaq had the most coverage of 24% on environment and others are at 19%.
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Figure 03: Total number of news contents published in March, 2019 on environment

11%

Prothom Alo Kaler Kantha Jugantor Ittefaq Daily Star
M In Number 8 25 12 19 7

Total News on March, 2019

As we can see the numbers of environment news had increased in March, 2019 than December,
2018. All alone 35% news of Kaker Kantho is indicating the incredible coverage on natural
environment and related issue to it. In March, Kaler Kantho had two ongoing series of news on
River pollution in the title of ‘Ek Nodi Kanna’ and ‘Haor Duble Desho Dubbe’, which was the
ultimate reasons of such significant number of environment news. On contrast, Prothom Alo and
The Daily Star has covered almost similar coverage of 11% and 10% accordingly and placed at
the bottom.
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Figure 04: Comparative coverage by each daily on Environment

32%
56%
12%
12%
56%
32%
Prothom Alo Kaler Kantha Jugantor Ittefaq Daily Star

M June,2018 mDec, 2018 ® March, 2019

Total covarage by newspapers

This table shows us the comparative coverage of each newspaper in all three months. And it is
clearly visible that most of the newspapers (Kaler Kantho, Jugantor and Ittefaq) had their most
amount of environment news in March, 2019. Even these three dailies’ June, 2018 coverage ratio
hadn’t differ much from each other. On the opposite, Prothom Alo and The Daily Star had the best
amount of news on environment in March, 2019. Finally every newspapers of five had the lowest
coverage on the month of December, 2018.
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Figure 05: The total number of environmental items printed in three different months

Daily Star Prothom Alo
16% 17%

Kaler Kantha
28%

Jugantor
15%

TOTAL NEWS

To draw a conclusion in the section of ‘The extent of Environmental News Coverage’ I want to
discuss how much news each newspaper had covered in total of these three months. Out of 114
news all together from June 2018, December 2018 and March 2019 Kaler Kantho ranked top. It
has published 28% of news. The second most coverage was by Ittefaq with 24% and rest
newspapers Prothom Alo, The Daily Star and Jugantor had the total news of 17%, 16% and 15%

respectively.

Finally I can say that Bangladeshi newspapers do cover environment issues in a certain ration and
their trend of covering news definitely varies from month to month. And of course all newspapers
have a tendency to give more priority to the month with significance like ‘The Environment Day’

than other months for covering environmental issues.
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4.2 Major topics mostly covered in environment news by newspapers

All five newspapers have certain interest upon some topics which were covered frequently. | totally
could find seven types of topics that these mentioned newspapers had covered in the selected
month and time zone for this research. The major topics are environment pollution, extinction of
lake/river/sea, initiatives and innovative idea to save environment, distortion of natural resources,

disorganization or irresponsibility causing pollution, natural disaster and law or protest to fight
environment crisis.

Figure 06: Topics covered by Prothom Alo

28% (7)

24% (6)

16% (4)

12% (3) 12% (3)

8% (2)

Topics Cover by Prothom Alo

Prothom Alo had shown most interest discussing the environment pollution. From total of 25
environment news, it covered 28% of issue on environment pollution. Not only this, this daily
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newspaper had not forget to cover those organization or group of people who were irresponsible
in managing their duties in environmental crisis. Therefore 16% of total environment news
Prothom Alo had covered Disorganization or Irresponsibility. The topic that got minimum
coverage is news on law or protest with 8% only. Prothom Alo did not covered any news on

Natural Disaster.

Figure 07: Topics covered by Kaler Kantho

34% (14)
32% (13)
|
25% (10)
7% (3)
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Topics covered by kaler kantho

As chart above shows River/Lake/Sea got the highest and Initiative or Idea got second most cover
news in all three time periods. And their percentage are 34 and 32. Kaler Kantho was running two
series on river extinction and population in the month of March, 2019. Though topic of Natural

Resources and Disorganization or Irresponsibility was least cover by this daily newspaper but it
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has much more news coverage on Pollution. Kaler Kantho did not covered any news on Natural

Disaster and law or Protest topic.

Figure 08: Topics covered by Jugantor

47% (10)
24% (5)
19% (4)
i = =
Pollution River/Lake/Sea Initiative/ Idea Natural Resources Natural Disaster

Topics covered by Jugantor

In all three time periods, Jugantor had published news items mostly on Pollution. The total
Pollution news were of 47% and with only 5% coverage Initiative or Idea and Natural Disaster
topics got the least coverage. Jugantor also covered consider amount of news on Natural Resources
compared to both Prothom Alo and Kaler Kantho. And the ratio was 24%. But there was no news

related to Disorganization and Law or Protest.
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Figure 09: Topics covered by Ittefaq

38% (13)

23% (8)

18% (6)

12% (4)

3% (1)
é
o o
\5;'\ ° o"&
N 9
] @
> N
> &
& N

Topics Covered by Ittefaq

Like Prothom Alo and Jugantor, Ittefaq also covered mostly Pollution news. And it was about 38%
of total topics covered by ittefag. It also focused on River/Lake/Sea, Initiative or Idea and Natural

Disaster. But there was no news on government Law or Protest to fight pollution.
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Figure 10: Topics covered by The Daily Star

57% (13)

26% (6)
13% (3)
i i
|
Pollution River/Lake/Sea Initiative/ Idea Disorganization/

Irresponsibility

Topic Covered by The Daily Star

The Daily Star had total of 23 environment news that got published in 1% week of June, 2018, Dec,
2018 and March 2019. Out of all Pollution news was the highest topic and Disorganization or
Irresponsibility was the last topic to get coved. So 57% news was published on Pollution and only
4% news was on was Disorganization or Irresponsibility. In fact The Daily Star was the only daily

newspaper of five that had not coved any news on natural resources.
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Figure 11: Topics covered by five Dailies
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Total of Covered Topics

It is clearly seen that ‘Environment pollution’ was the issue which got most coverage of 38% form
all five newspapers. After that comes the topic ‘River/Lake/Sea’ issue. And Kaker Kantho had
maximum news on this topic. Besides Kaler kantho had great coverage on the topic of ‘Initiative
or Idea’ too. Though the total amount of news on ‘Natural Resources’ were higher than
‘Disorganization or Irresponsibility’ but The Daily Star did not had a single news on this. Another
topic that which was not covered by all five newspapers is ‘Natural Disaster’. That’s why it is the
second least covered topic for environment news. Another findings is that Prothom Alo was the
one newspaper to cover two news on government new Law and Protest of people for environment

pollution.

4.3 Level of prominence
4.3.1 Nature and classification of the news

It is found that most of news had been just reported without any in-depth analysis. Reports in such
kind of news just had described the problems or the situation briefly that took place. Only news
that came in series and talked about any report on pollution had went through in-depth reporting.
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Figure 12: Nature of the environment news covered by all the newspapers

22 3 25

Prothom Alo (88%) (12%) (100%)
33 8 41

Kaler Kantho (80.5%) (19.5%) (100%)
18 3 21

Jugantor (86%) (14%) (100%)
31 3 34

Ittefaq (91%) (9%) (100%)
19 4 23

The Daily Star (83%) (17%) (100%)

‘Just Reporting’ news are mostly news that has cover an issue or event in a brief manner with the
attention of covering the news only. News like ‘Rivers are dying of plastic wastage’, ‘Effort to
promote tree plantation’, ‘Someone find a new way of using wastage as fertilizer’ are just reported
without any deeper information. Among all five newspapers Ittefag had maximum (91%) news of
‘Just Reporting” manner. On the other hand in-dept. reporting that is with background information,
atmosphere are more details form of news. This kinds of news are mostly like ‘Canal dies of plastic
menace’, ‘Buriganga is disappearing from the map’. These types of news come with information
about past and present sometimes with future assumption. Kaler Kantho had covered in-dept. news
most with 19.5%.
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Figure 13: Classifications of environment news covered by all the newspapers

Prothom Alo 20 1 4 25
(80%) (4%) (16%) (100%)

Kaler Kantho 35 5 1 41
(86%) (12%) (2%) (100%)

Jugantor 18 2 1 21
(85.7%) (9.5%) (4.8%) (100%)

Ittefaq 25 8 1 34
(74%) (23%) (3%) (100%)

The Daily 14 2 7 23
Star (61%) (9%) (30%) (100%)

The classification of environment news were mostly news. More than 60% of all five newspapers
were published as news rather than other types. Kaler kantho and Jugantor had most percentage of
86% and 85.7% accordingly. Feature is also a popular type of news content and among all other
newspapers Ittefaq had quite considerable amount of feature news and the figure is 23%. Lastly,
almost every newspapers had use type ‘Photography’ where only the caption describes the content
message. The Daily Star and Prothom Alo had used more photograph to convey the content
message of environment news than others and had most percentage of 30 and 16 respectively.
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4.3.2 Treatment of items

Front page of a newspaper is mainly allocated to the news or content of highest interest for the
day. So I have counted the number of how many news was placed in front page and inner page for
the mentioned time. And the ‘Other’ section includes number of contents that had color, picture,
bold headlines and data table to highlight the news. The chart below shows that most of the

environmental stories in the Bangladeshi newspapers are covered in inner page.

Figure 14: Placement and treatment to the news

Prothom Alo 1 24 25 14
(4%) (96%) (100%) (56%)

KalerKantho 11 30 41 22
(27%) (73%) (100%) (53%)

Jugantor 0 21 21 10
(0%) (100%) (100%) (48%)

Ittefaq 2 32 34 19
(6%) (94%) (100%) (56%)

Daily Star 4 19 23 21
(17%) (83%) (100%) (91%)

Of the items, maximum of the news were published in the inner pages of the dailies, while
Jugantor did not had any front page news on environment for the following time periods. On the
other hand, KalerKantho had the highest percentage of front page news. Lastly, more than 70%
environment news of each 5 newspapers were placed at inner page and only maximum of 27%
news was at the front page. Now talking about the treatment for environment news, minimum
48% of news had used color/bold font/photo/charts to be more highlighted. While The Daily Star
had 91% news with such treatment elements.
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4.3.4 Columns given to environment content

Column in newspaper, is an important element of news treatment. Column not only provide space
but also shows how much importance have been given to the news content. The more column a
news headline gets, the more the news is important to that newspaper. So to analyse environment
news content | have counted the columns that was provided to the contents. The findings are

presented in charts which also describe the differences among three periods and five dailies.

The columns are classified by Single Column (SC), Double Column (DC), Three Column (3C),
and Four Column (4C) and more than four (Above). So | will show how many columns do all 5

dailies had in three different time periods.

Figure 15: Total column distribution in June, 2018

SC
DC
3C
4c
m Above

PROTHOM ALO KALER KANTHO JUGANTOR ITTEFAQ DAILY STAR
Total Column in June

In the month of June, 2018, Prothom Alo and Jugantor did not have any environment news items
above 4C, whereas The Daily Star’s maximum news were of more than of 4C. Moreover it do not
had any news of single column. Somehow it indicates that Daily Star have given more priority to
environment items than any other four dailies. Among all five newspapers, Ittefag only had

environment news of all column size.
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Figure 16: Total column distribution in Dec, 2018

5@
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PROTHOM ALO KALER KANTHO JUGANTOR ITTEFAQ DAILY STAR

Total Column in Dec

This chat shows that in March, 2018, there were few number of environment news in all five
dailies. Prothom Alo had only three news but all were given similar column size of 3C. While The
Daily Star have same number of news items on March but in three different column size. This says
that in this month The Daily Star had news of different types on environment. As we can see every
newspapers had DC news and with few number of news kaler Kantho sill had published two news

of above four column.
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Figure 17: Total column distribution in March, 2019
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In March, 2019 newspapers of Bangladesh had published considerable number of environment
news. Even Kaler Kantho, Jugantor and Ittefaq had their most number of news among all three
time periods. Kaker Kantho had the most amount than others. Along with the numbers of news the
chart also shows that Kaler Kantho had given much more space to environment issues than other
newspapers. Prothom Alo did not have any news items more than 4C while The Daily Star’s

maximum news were more than 4C.

4.4 Findings and Qualitative Analysis

In terms of pattern, treatment and placement of the news, the quality can be measured. As | found
that environment news are mostly placed in inner pages. So it indicate that environment news are
not mostly considered to be the front page issue for newspapers. And it can be a reason for

environment news to get less noticed. A clear example is, being one of popular daily newspapers
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Jugantor did not had a single front page environment news during all three time periods. On the
other hand, maximum of environment news gets a highlighting treatment like bold and color text,
picture and charts. Above 45% of inner news from each newspapers gets style or presentation
treatment to attract readers. The images inserted in news are really of good quality and the captions
explain the image well. Some news even had several pictures for it. Photographs are also used to
cover environment issue in newspapers. Some contents or news items were only photographs with
caption specially related to pollution (see appendix). But during collecting content from
newspapers | observed keenly that news those were placed in inner pages without any highlighting
treatment, are often difficult to find. Specially news of single column. Therefor | would say that
though newspapers do give effort to make inner page environment news more visible to readers

but it sometimes is not enough.

Another aspect to judge the quality of news content is its nature. Through my study | found that
Bangladeshi newspapers do published considerable amount of environment news but are more
interest to just cover the issue than digging into the deep. As we saw no newspapers had in-depth
news more than 20% of its total environment news items. In case of pollution news I found several
news to repeat same common information how the pollution take place, whereas it could add some
more new information to explain the larger scenario. Then in such situation it can be clearly said

that number of environment news might got more priority than the amount of information.

Column is another element of news treatment. So | have also counted the columns given to the
environment news items and | would say environment news mostly get published of DC to 4C.
But in editorial or feature section this issue also gets eight columns. Moreover when the number
of environment news are much more than regular then there would be more number of single
column news. This situation was noticed on the week of ‘The Environment Day’. All newspapers

were publishing more news items and issue or event based news are published in single column.

Talking about special occasion or day, Bangladeshi dailies do give extra effort to celebrate it. The
number of news are more, environment news are placed in all types of column with more variety
of topics and even news of several types will be covered. To celebrate the day The Daily Star had
published the whole newspaper in green color (see appendix). So to my opinion, this extra attention
is appreciable to promote the day and make readers realize the importance of The Environment

Day.
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Newspapers of Bangladesh do publish series news on environment which are mostly published
with details information as in-depth news. For the selected time periods I could find two series of
environment news in Kaler Kantho. The title of two series were ‘Ek Nodi Kanna’ and ‘Haor Duble
Desho Dubbe’ (see appendix). Series news gets better treatment. This two series were putted in

front page with color subhead, pictures, bold text and.
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Conclusion and Recommendations

Among five newspapers Kaler Kantho had remarkable response to environment news by not only
covering maximum number of news and but for highest number of front page news. On the other
hand Jugantor had opposite trend to follow environment news. Jugantor did not have any front
page news and that indicated its less priority to the environment issue. Even two series of Kaler
Kantho had proved that this newspapers had given emphasis on covering issues connected to the

natural environment crisis. And such initiative is expected from others as well.

Amount of news items do vary from month to month and the difference is quite noticeable. Among
three different time periods Dec, 2018, was the month with the lowest amount of news by all five
newspapers. Though | had even noticed a tendency to cover more news on environment news
comparatively. In a way this is a good effort to promote the importance of such day but according

to me the news number should be more balanced for every month.

As environment pollution is one of the most talked issue around the world so news on the same
issue should be covered with more detail so that people can understand the root causes and can be

more cautious about their own activities and responsibilities.

Despite coverage on environment pollution and climate change, newspapers in Bangladesh have a
different pattern to cover natural environment with short feature news and photo feature (see
appendix). Information on rare and unique flowers, birds, trees and photograph on natural elements
are the topics for this kind of news. Quality of photo-features is good in terms of content selection

and presentation, style and diversity.

The analysis on environment and climate change issues need clear analysis of relevant data to
make the audience understand and follow in their own life and activities. The pictures and
illustrations are vital to attract the readers to go through for their knowledge and motivation.
Because these new issues to be made effective parts of the people in general, and they may be
motivated if they get exposure of those areas by pictures and illustrations. The mass media,
especially the print media is still a popular medium to be attracted by the people of Bangladesh
and they can get quality knowledge on the relevant issues if they are concentrated more as | have
discussed earlier in the thesis. The media professionals should take more interest to specialize the

on environment and climate issues to cover in-depth.
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News with several picture
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This collage of pictures shows the degradation of the environ-
ment due to the use of plastic. These canals in Keraniganj and
Mugda are testament to the poor state of water drainage sys-
tems in the country which are clogged with plastic waste that
does not decompose easily. Despite a ban, use of plastic con-
tinues unabated in the country. Polybags are used in almost all
the kitchen markets with shopkeepers giving them away for
free for customers to carry their purchases in. Currently,
Bangladesh generates around 381.36
tonnes of plastic waste every day
while around 249.86 tonnes go
to landfills. However, recy-
cling remains a distant
dream and plastic contin-
ues to accumulate
beneath the land creat-
ing a barrier
the soil and the water.
Little control, cheaper
prices and lack of alter-
natives, all contribute to
the use of the plastic.

PHOTO: SHEIKH ENAM/
ANISUR RAHMAN/ RASHED SHUMON
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A picture of the Louhaj;
textile mills find their
Nallapara in Delduar upazila of Tangail,

'Encroachment, pollution wreak
‘havoc on Tangail rivers.

Low flow in the Jamuna due to withdrawal of water from upst

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Mostof the rivers in the district are heading
towards vinual death as the riverbeds
remain waterless f eyear.

jang river at Khudirampur in Tan,
way into the water bor

purchase centres there.
But all these are past stories and now
only some small engine boats can ply the

i 9ail Sadar upazila taken in ‘mid-April shows the river containing coloured fi
dy. Right, unscrupulous people construct a wall to

Gozaldoba, Astly

iquid as toxic wastes from the nearby
"establish' ownership of the land of nearly dead Elongjani river at

— L COUNTRYImcse

PHOTO: STAR

ream causes ripple effect

due to ind

lifting of silt, earth

10 other places by constructing dams on the
sub-rivers (upa nods), the water flow has
A s

‘These is some water flow in a few places,
but it is so polluted that it cannot be used
for any purpose, including irrigation, and,
vehicles are seen crossing the dried up.
riverbeds.

“The main rivers that cross the districtare
Jamuna, Dhaleshwari, i, Bos
Louhajang, Langulia, Fatikjani, Elongjani,
Bairan and Pungli (New Dhaleshwari),

The rivers were full of a variety of fishes
while vessels of all sizes plied the ri

little water is available for about six
months, the river transportation system in
the districtis in disorder,

Most tivers in the distrct have silied up
as they cannot. carry silt too far due o
reduction in their flow, said former water

ngshi, expertof United Nations engineer S Khan

Water flow in the famuna river has
teduced a lot due to withdrawal of water
from upstream, hesaid,

i has affected other rivers in

had ample flow throughout the year about
three decades ago, senior residents said.
Vessels laden with jute came to the ghats,
including Elasin ghat on the Dhaleshwar
* river in Delduar upazila and Nolin ghat in
¢ Gopalpur upazila, as there were many
govenment and non-governmental jute

the district, including the Dhaleswari,
which have also silted up and their water

containing capacity has decreased greatly, bod

hesaid.

*India has already constructed, and is
constructing, at least six dams in different
places upstream of Teesta river, including in

tivers (mul nodi) Teesta,
“Khansaid,

andsand, hesaid.
The Buriganga Dredging Project was
taken as a priority project of the office of

“Tfwe get 50 pescent share of Teesta water,
and ifwe can teduce the cross sections of the
sivers o ge faster water flow the riversin the
disuictwill revive, " headded.

Fishermen and boatmen, who are
mainly dependent on the tivers for their
livelihoad, are direct victims of diying up
of the rivers. There are very few fish as their
sanciuaries have been destroyed.

District Water Development Board
(WDB) Executive Engineer Shajahan Siraj
said there are many rivers, canals and water

P ater flo
from Jamuna river to Buriganga river
through Pungli river, he said.

‘The work will start soon as the work
order has been given for dredging the river,
headded.

*Although most of the rivers in Tangail
are dying, no step has been taken to save
them. Besides losing navigability, the rivers
ate victims of mindless pollution and grab-
bing by influential quarters,” said environ.
mental activist Masudur Rahman Rana.

Deputy Commissioner Khan

play

vitalrole in protecting the environment
‘The Dhaleshwar, New Dhaleswari,

Louhajang, Elongjani and Jhinai are silted

upevery yearand their courses are changed

o Nurul Awmin said Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has taken short,
mid and long term plans 1o protect the

fivers, canals and water bodies in the coun-
try, hesaid.
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The Daily Star full green color

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 2018
Beat Plastic Pollution

MIA SEPPO

N 2014, the United Nations Secretary

General said: “There is no Plan B

because we do not have a Planet B.”
Since its inception in 1974, World
Environment Day has grown to become a
global platform for public outreach and it
is now celebrated in more than 100
countries, The call to action for the World
Environment Day 2018 is “Beat Plastic
Pollution”. Plastic pollution is a pressing
environmental concern that requires our
collective action.

Plastics have become a part of our
everyday life. To organise a meeting or a
workshop, we often use plastic water
bottles, plastic plates, plastic forks and
spoons, plastic cups for tea or coffee with
plastic stir sticks, all carried to the meeting
using plastic bags. In Dhaka city, about 14
million pieces of polybags are thrown out
every day, often ending up in rivers and
oceans and causing hazards to marine life.
Bangladesh experienced floods in urban
areas in 1998 and 2008 where polythene
and plastic materials were one of the

up in river beds and oceans, depleting
ecosystems and marine biodiversity, and
makes solid waste management more
expensive as landfills and open
incineration do not provide an acceptable
solution for disposal.

Moreover, the production process for
plastic produces greenhouse gas, thus
contributing to climate change. It is time
for Bangladesh, and the world, to
introduce alternatives to plastic.

Bangladesh, which became the first
country in the world to ban polythene
bags in 2002, made a voluntary
commitment last year at the Ocean
Conference in New York to significantly
prevent and reduce marine pollution by
2025. To beat plastic pollution, we need to
entirely redesign or rethink our behaviours
relating to the consumption and
production of plastic. World Environment
Day could be a turning point to inspire
innovators, producers, consumers,
activists, the media and political leaders
countrywide to do more than just clean up
and recycle existing plastics. It is time for
research and investment to lead to

©Daffodil International University
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The Daily Star full green color
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News of Full Eight Columns

A AN

ni

Sty Sera

ional Women's
nnovate for

This s theme of Intern:
Day - “Think equal, build smart,
hange” aptly fits with the achie
jwomen farmers at Mah
ihenidah's Kaliganj upazila, where the change-
makers innovative steps help promorte gender
ity and women's empowerment

Walking bésie the Cila iver, one would e
fields covered with various crops. Winter vege-
, guava, baukul (Bau
ds. Large patches of
and are covered with marigolds. Boro paddy is
planted in relatively low lands. Farmers are
eaming well by cultivating different varieties
 Faroera know that sall 1
ihe source of their fivelihood. And so, they are
onscious enough o take care of the soil. They
re encouraged (0 use organic fertilizer more
Jand reduce the use of chemical fertilizess

Dear readers, today, T will take you 10 a vil-
iage of organic farming, The village is known as
[Maheshwarchanda

The commercial production uf
fvermicompost or worm fertilizer in this village
snd soese nearby 0nes has already geaersted
Joreat response in the country.

oet Kazi Nazrul Islam wrote in a song of
his, "The soil of my country is purer than pure
old.* But that soil is losing its purity due to
funplanned cultiv: excessive tilling and
Imassive use of chemical fertilizers. Thus, fertil-
iy of the soil is gradually decreasing. C
ihere is about 79.46 lakd (7.9 million) hectares
of arable land in the country. And the organic
Jcomponents of these cultivable lands play the
most effective role in maintaining quality of

Shykh Seraj is Bangladesh's
pioncer development jour
nalist. He received country's

two highest clvilian hon-
Suwdhinata Puroshiar

a -

tively. He it an Ashoka and

Bangla Academy Fellow. IHe

alsa ceceived highest award for agriculuseal
nalism from the United Nations, FAG

AH. Boenna Award, Gusi Peace Prize (Philip-

Founder Director and Head of News. He's also
Director and Host of Channel i's popular

UUINRA INUNIUAT ARG 7, £V 17, FALIUIN £2) 1742 B3

Women working at a vermicompost plant at Maheshwarchanda village in Jhenidah.

Butin cas of Bangladesh, the tof
organic compound has dropped below one
percent, which is a matter of great concer. The
main reason for this is the increased intensity
of high yielding crops and excessive use of
chemical fertilizers. Various types of
programmes, both public and private, have
been taken to find a solution o this problem.
Campaigns to encourage production of
organic fertilizer are being conducted in rural
arcas to signify the importance of organic
fertilizers. Maheshwarchanda village of
Jhenidah's Kaliganj upazila has become a role
model. Here, in every household, farmers are
making vermicompost, which is truly a rare
examplein the country.

The commercial production of
vermicompost was unknown to the com-
mon people and rural masses even a decade
ago. Readers, | remember that in the '80s,
from the time of 'Mati O Manush' on
Bangladesh Television, | used to continu-
ously broadcast programmes, explaining to
the farmers about the importance of organic

farmers 10 do it from the very beginning,
Vermicompost production has spread across
the villages of Fulbaria, Shivalaya, Belabo
and Raipura, mainly through the hands of
rural women. And now it is being produced
more orless all over the country.

In rural areas, women have joined this work
They are producing poison-frec crops. It meets
the nutritional ne - And t
are eaming money by selling additional crops
For this reason, vermicompost is playing a very
important role in socio-economic changes
rural livelihoods.

1 went to Maheshwarchanda village earlies,
quite some time ago. Then I saw how creative
their idea of protecting the soil was. When |
came here again after seven or eight years,
thing looked different. It seems that the
soil, nature, farming and people of this village
understand each other's language. I have 10 add
again, women farmers have played a pivotal
role in this change

of

PHOTO: HRIDOYE MATI O MANUSH

courtyard. | talked 1o her, She mentioned how
vermicompost changed her life. Once very
poor, Shahnaz Parvin changed her life by pro-
ducing vermicompost. She now lives in a con-
crete house with tiled floors. In front of the
building, stands her producing

'Organic village' of female farmers

Maheshwarchanda village in Jhenidah's Kaliganj upuztlu reaps health and financial benefits of chemical-free farming

reliant. Ninety-three families among of a total
of 96 families in Maheshwarchanda village
have engaged in the production of
vermicompost. Vermicompost is being pro-
duced on large clay-made containers kept on
countyards, cattle farms ar empty places. It has
created employment opportunity for rural
women, at the same time villagers have got
back the fertility of soil and getting organic
crops. This has decreased production cost 0o,

Isaw a cattle farm near a rice mill. The cow
dung is used for biogas production which
meets the rice mill workers' need of cooking
fuel. And the slurry of the cow dung is used to
produce vermicompost. Altogether, the pro-
duction cycle s great here.

Dear readers, tomorrow (March 8) is
International Women's Day. It is a time to
reflect on progress made, 1o call for change and
to celebrate acts of courage and determination

nary roles in their communities and countries,
says UN.

This years theme, “Think equal, build
smart, innovate for change” focuses an innova-

systems, access 10 public services and sustain-
ke pnierdal

The achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals
requires transformative shifts, integrat
approaches and new solutions, particularly
when it comes to promoting gender equality
and the empowerment of all women and girls.
And, 1 firmly believe the women and girls of

ambitious

plant.

Shahanaz said she cams about Tk 10,000

(approximately USD 118) on average in a

month by selling vermicompost. She produces
mon

about 10 kg of worms per month, Shahanaz
said, she uses vermicompost with her own
land. As a result, the land needs less irigation
on 24 kathas (approximately two acres) of
land

Shahnaz Parvin's mother-inlaw Rebecca
Begum was present there. She has been able to
bring solvency to the family by producing

have just done that and the
e e

the need of organic farming and safe food
production has be ¥
ers of this region. Women have predomi-
nantly come forward while men are follow-
ing. Each woman will turn into a successful
farm entrepre 0 the near future in this
village by making vermicompost, | am pretty
much sure. The soil of this region will be
much more productive with their contribu-
tions. Financial solvency will reach every
household. More importantly, producing
safe food is the key to ensuring good health

recogai
ampaign. She has
ficates, crests and

She
tion for this organic farmin
been honoured with ce
i

When | reached the sun

had tilted 1o the west. Homemaker Shahnaz

Like Shahnaz and Rebecca, by producing

agro-documentary, Hridoye Matt O Manush

fertilizers and later on with Hridoye Mati O
Manush’ on Channel i, | have been inspiring

Parvin of this village was then busy working
with tools for producing vermicompost at her

vermicompost Sultana, Mariam, Mili, Sahiron,
and many other women have become self-

and have done this. 1 hope that
day is not far when no farmer of the country
will depend on excessive pesticides or chemn-

al fertilizers, Rather, they will be encour-
aged to protect the health of the soil and
produce pure, fresh, healthy and organic
crops for the people of Bangladesh
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Different way to feature nature

A freshwater crocodile swimming in a lagoon near the Padma in Pabna's Char Komorpur a couple of days ago. This is PHOTO:

the second time a freshwater crocodile has been spotted in a Bangladeshi river in the last 50 years. STAR

2nd freshwater
crocodile
spotted in

50 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

For over a century now,
freshwater crocodiles were
believed to be extinct from
the country. However, in
the past 50 years two such
crocodiles were spotted, the
most recent one being at
Char Komorpur in Pabna.

The crocodile has taken
shelter in a disconnected
lagoon of the Padma river
for over a week at the char,
near Komorpur village.

Locals in the area said
since the water level has
receded, the lagoon was
disconnected from the

SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

[

BEWITCHING
BEE-EATER

A blue-bearded bee-eater
rests on a tree branch
inside Satchhari National
Park in Habiganj. Many
visitors go to the park
every day to see such
bewitching birds. The
photo was taken recently.

PHOTO COURTESY:
MASUK AHMAD
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Photo Feature

~ir g IS

A flash of lightning makes for a spectacular view, in Chittagong's Mansurabad residential area, in the early hours of yesterday. Thunderstorms
have been frequent this year around the country, and lightning strikes have claimed a number of lives. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

AR VI QTS (N N TEPRD S
Lmap|
Ly

Rivers surrounding the capital -- the Buriganga, the
Shitalakhya, the Balu, and the Turag -- are dying due to mind-
less pollution. Sewage is still dumped into them via storm-
water drainage pipes and factories, especially small ones,
release untreated waste into them. The result is dark black
water where hardly any aquatic life could survive

PHOTO: STAR

©Daffodil International University



Trend Analysis of Environmental News Covered in Major Dailies of Bangladesh

PHOTO:
RASHED SHUMON

Excavators of Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority working on reclaiming a large part of the
Burigangariver illegally filled-up by a real estate company in Bosila area of the capital.
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News of just reported
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News with details information
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Appendix 02

Charts show which month did the 5 dailies had maximum column for environment news.

Figure A: Total column distribution by Prothom Alo

M June, 2018
m Dec, 2018
® March,2019

Total Column by Prothom Alo

Figure 20: Total column distribution by Kaler Kantho

M June, 2018
M Dec, 2018
March,2019

Total Column of Kaler Kantho

Figure 21: Total column distribution by Jugantor
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b

M June, 2018
M Dec, 2018
® March,2019

Total Column of Jugantor '

Figure 22: Total column distribution by Ittefaq

M June, 2018
H Dec, 2018
" March,2019

Total column of Ittefaq
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Figure 23: Total column distribution by The Daily Star
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Therefore, Prothom Alo and The Daily Star had their most number of columns in the month June,
2018 for environment news content. While three other newspapers (Kaler Kantho, Jugantor &
Jugantor) had most column in March, 2019. On contrast, all five dailies had given their lowest
amount of column in Dec, 2018.
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