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movieactivities. Although both teachers and students have agreed to a
common procedure of using movies in English classrooms, no worksheet is
provided for the students with focused educational

objectives-neither linguistic nor thematic. In this respect, the research of
Ismaili(2013) in the context of South East Europe can be taken into account
where the researcher exposed the experimental group of students with
organized pre-viewing, while-viewing and post-viewing movie activities
and thus eventually found the experimental group outsmarting the controlled
group not only in thematic understanding but also in improvement of
vocabulary, writing skill and speaking skill. This implies that organized
methodology is indispensable to keep students focused and perform better
on the given tasks.

Along with better textual understanding, the students of the current study are
also found to be benefitted in enhancing their listening and speaking skills
by using movies in English classrooms. However, none of the instructors are
found to maintain a reflective journal, which by reminding the teacher of the
best practices and the most avoidable, could be a much effective way in
optimizing the effectiveness of using English movies in English classrooms.

Most of the time, insufficient administrative and infrastructural support and
time constraint with a burden of syllabus completion, pose impediments in
carrying out movie-based activities. To cope up with these situational obstacles,
many teachers ask the students to watch the given movies at home without
any well-organized worksheets which plausibly results in pure ‘enter-
tainment’ instead of ‘edutainment’. In some of the cases, students are even
found to prepare their assignments by copying from google without watching
the actual movie.

5. Recommendations
o Subtitle

It is found that on the issue of availing subtitle, the position of the learners
and the teachers is just the opposite. While for the former, subtitle is a
healing tool in comprehending the rapid speed of the characters, for the
later, subtitle is a hurdle on the way of properly visualizing the movie
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including the characters’ pronunciation, intonation, facial expressions
and the episodic significance of the whole movie and thereby the text.
The argument is, while reading the subtitle, a learner might not be able to
simultaneously follow and be attentive to the issues mentioned above and
therefore, the ultimate purpose of watching a movie might substantially
be lost. Teachers can resolve this contradiction by motivating students to
watch movies without subtitles from the very beginning of the movie-based
activities.

* Pre-watching, While-watching and Post-watching activities

The learners can be largely engaged in activities through giving some
simple tasks which of course, include pre-watching, while-watching, and
post-watching activities. While-watching activities are especially essential
to address those students who consider the whole endeavor casually. As a
part of the pre-watching activities, learners can be asked to know a little
bit about the subject, plot, and characters of the movie. The course
instructor can play a vital role regarding this. She/he may brief the learners
about the movie before playing it. It is also useful to give the learners
some simple questions to explore while watching the movie. If the learners
are not given any work sheets with instruction during while-watching
phase, they can be simply asked to point out some interesting and/or
ambiguous issues like unknown vocabularies, character’s / characters’
role and the like. Some researchers may question the activity of finding
out new vocabularies as a barrier to entertainment. In this regard, the issue
of edutainment should be prioritized to the issue of mere entertainment.
Moreover, while watching a movie, the instructor may pause at important/
vital points and make the floor open for all to discuss different aspects of
the episode/s or scene/s. Even lack of fluency can be accepted to encourage
the less confident students. Thus, a classroom can be interactive and
engaging, which will ultimately make the class lively, interesting, enjoyable
and educative.

* Time Constraint
Time constraint is one of the key issues that most of the participants are
concerned with. Many have mentioned that video clips should be
preferred to the whole movie in the classroom to cope up with the class
time. However, the researcher’s observation against watching video clips
of the movie is that it might have a risk of not providing the comprehensive
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knowledge of the movie and thereby the text. So, the full version of the
movie is suggested to be played in segments with the presence of the
respective teacher.

Edited Versions

Some participants opine that edited version of the movie should be played
in the classroom to comply with Bangladeshi culture as they claim to
avoid obscene ones. In this regard, the researcher argues on the careful
selection of the movie. However, if the text demands such scenes which
are addressed as so-called ‘obscene’, it cannot be avoided.Moreover, what
is obscene in Bangladeshi culture may be the very right scene in respective
culture around which the text is written and the movie is made. The
researcher also believes that it is the teachers’ responsibility to make their
learners matured and ready to deal with all kind of situations and accept
what is preferable to individual culture and custom, and reject what is not.

Institutional training of teachers
Institutional training is necessary for further optimization of the approach.

Reflective Journals
Teaching focus should be explicit. Writing reflective journals can help in
this regard.

Pedagogical Implications and Scope for Further Research

(i)  The study can provide a list of movies to be considered by the scholars
and curriculum designers who recommendinclusion of movies into
English studies.

(i1) It can contribute to the process of quality enhancement while teaching
through movies.

(ii1) It can make teachers of English literature to rethink of their role in
improving students’ linguistic competence along with thematic
knowledge.

(iv) Italso has a clear message to convey to the ELT (English Language
Teaching) practitioners who are wondering about editing/ shortening
movies as well as of allowing students to watch movies with subtitles
at home.
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(v) Based on this study further research can be conducted on designing
worksheets for pre-watching, while-watching and post-watching
tasks on selected movies to be screened in English classrooms.

7. Limitations

Although the study was conducted across different proficiency levels, the
absence of specific strategies and specific educational objectives on the part
of the instructors resulted in casual participations for many of the students
while they answered the questionnaires.

In this study, only four private universities in the capital were addressed.
One limitation was the inability to explore a good number of private and
public universities inside and outside the capital city Dhaka. Moreover, a
number of private universities with high ranking of IQAC (Institutional
Quality Assurance Cell) could not be explored because of their rigid research
policy. It is assumed that they are not willing to share their teaching learning
strategies with researchers of other institutes. The possibility of losing busi-
ness on their part could also not be figured out.

8. Conclusion

The present study reflects the fascination for movie-based learning of two
important stakeholders namely students and teachers of department of
English in Bangladeshi private universities. The participants are found to
perceive a very positive attitude towards using English movies in English
classrooms with a view of enhancing conceptual understanding of the literary
texts of their syllabus as well as knowledge of vocabulary, pronunciation and
communication skills. This perception also complies with the National
Education Policy of Bangladesh (2010) where educators are advocated to
prepare their students with real life language skills so that they can know
about the target language culture and values, pursue higher education and
attempt to create access to local and global employment (National Curriculum,
2012, p.2). However, even with a positive attitude, the students under the
current study are eventually found not to be fully satisfied as far as their
linguistic proficiency is concerned and thus to perceive a possibility of better
optimization of the mentioned movie-based teaching learning approach. To
fulfill this demand, teachers require to be careful in choosing movies with
specific pedagogical purpose in mind. Meaningful pre-watching,
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while-watching and post-watching tasks should be designed for English
classrooms to ensure edutainment instead of mere entertainment and thus to
extract the maximum benefit of this excellent teaching learning approach.
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Appendices
1. The Questionnaire for Teachers:

A Critical Study on Using English Movies in English Classrooms

The study intends to find out the extent of using English movies in English
classrooms to substantiate the teaching learning process in the field of both
language and literature. Based on the reflections of the participants, the
paper will be prepared for publication. Please respond and justify your
answers as accurately as possible.

Teacher’s Name

(Optional):

Gender: # Male # Female
Age:
Affiliation:

Teaching Experience: Years
Area of teaching: # English literature  # English language # Applied linguis-
tics and ELT

1. A. Do you consider using English movies effective in your classrooms?
# Yes # No

1. B.If“No”, please write your opinion on the

ground

2. Mention the age level of the students you

teach: Years

3. Name the top 5 movies you frequently recommend to your

students:
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4. A) What are the purposes of using English movies in your class?
4. B) How do you achieve those purposes?

Step 1:

Step
2:
Step
3:

5. A. Do you take feedback from your students to customize your teaching
approach through English movies? # Yes # No

5. B. Mention the most common feedback from your

students:

6. A. Is there any special outcomes of using English movies on your
students? # Yes # No

6. B. If yes, what are those?

6. C. Are you satisfied with your students’ achievements/ performance? # Yes #
No # Somewhat
6. D. What else can you do for further improvement?

7. A. What are the challenges you face while using English Movies?

7. B. What can be the possible solutions?

8. Give your overall observation on using English Movies in your classes
including your sugges-

tions:

2. The Questionnaire for Students:

A Critical Study on Using English Movies in English Classrooms

The study intends to find out the extent of using English movies in
English classrooms to substantiate the teaching learning process in the
field of both language and literature. Based on the reflections of the
participants, the paper will be prepared for publication. Please respond
and justify your answers as accurately as possible.
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Student’s Name:

Gender: # Male # Female Age:

Institute:

1. A. Do your teachers use English movies in your classroom?  # Yes # No
1. B. Isiteffective? # Yes # No

2. A. What benefits do you get after watching English movies (you can choose
more than one)?

 Better understanding of the text

» Improvement of listening skill

» Improvement of speaking skill

* Improvement of presentation skill

* Encouragement of stage performance

2. B. To achieve those benefits, do your teachers follow any specific steps? # Yes
# No

3. C.If “Yes”, what are those?

Step 1:

Step 2:

Step3:

4. Are you satisfied with your achievements (after completing the movie
based activities)?

# Yes #No # Somewhat

5. What else can you do for further improvement?

6. A. What are the challenges you face while performing mov-

ie-based activities?

6. B. What can be the possible solutions?

7. Give your overall observation on using English Movies in your classes
including your suggestions:




