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Abstract: 
 

During the liberation war newspaper left a tremendous history. Like any 

courageous youth, newspaper were burnt down and rise again. Left the 
power of information spread and people all over the world supported 

with Bangladesh. Not only Bengalis fought in the war, but indigenous 

peoples also dreamt of an independent country and fought against 
Pakistan. But after 40 years 2011’s constitution indigenous people were 

specified as second class citizen, concerning only protection of the 

culture and environment. Whereas many indigenous people are still 
fighting for the rights, newspaper focusing publishing only festivals, 

indigenous food, living style and etc. In 14 days observation, found eight 

reports on indigenous people, where only two reports revealed crisis on 
indigenous people being deprived from budget allocation and crisis on 

employment during pandemic situation which were published in ‘The 

Daily Star’.   
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Chapter 1 

 

  

Introduction: 
 

The nature of the indigenous issue of Bangladesh is very complex. It 
involves political ideology, religious ideology and regional politics. The 

issue also linked to the “India oriented” and “Anti-India” political 

attitudes of political parties. The issue of political ideology within the 
newspaper and journalists are very strong as it affects the ownership 

structure of the newspaper, corporate interest and political beliefs of the 

owner and political ideology of editor and journalists.  
As the development grows, media organization has become competitive 

towards each other. Each media organization is working hard to get 
target rating points to survive in the industry which includes audience 

attention.   

As an indigenous person, I often get to see how less news 
regarding our issues getting attention. Bangali people consider us second 

class citizen. Government stated to protect our culture and environment 

but denied to recognize. Land right issues are like forever. There are 
many places that still is out of the network, lack of proper education, less 

treatment facilities and so on. Education in our own language is 

important but government seems to care less about this fact. 1952 
language movement happened because we didn’t want “Urdu” as our 

national language. The nation fought over the rights of the language, 

doesn’t care about indigenous language anymore. While electronic 
media seems to focus on only crime and conflicts, print media focuses 

reporting on cultural activities of indigenous people.  

 
 Due to short time and pandemic all over the country, I decided to 

observe on newspaper report coverage on indigenous people for 14 days. 

Thanks to Robaet Ferdous sir for his brilliant observation on the book he 
wrote which focused on the same topic. He took 3 months for the 

research and methodically examined the reports that was published and 
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succeeded to show the fact how newspaper industry are dealing with the 

indigenous issues.   
 

Why Newspaper is important: 
 

With the fastest growing development people rely on device, electronic 

media and radio very much. Reading newspaper needs time, literate 
audience and money to buy. Why do we need newspaper now a days? 

The answer is within our daily life. Perks of reading newspaper is you 

can’t rely on online news portal. As to survive in the industry many 
online news portal tend to publish fake news with an exclusive headline 

to attract audience. When a reader clicks the news, often gets 

disappointed. Busy life don’t allows television and radio all the time. 
That is the time people relies on newspaper headlines for information 

with a quick view. For example: Television broadcasted an exclusive 
news. But due to having work you couldn’t watch what happened and 

missed all the information, next day newspaper publishes the same news 

elaborately and whole information is right in your hands.  
With the editorial and features often written by experienced writers 

guides you with the proper words and makes communicative language 

better. Also various section of newspaper tends to allow the perspective 
of the renowned people’s opinion on several matter that concerns people 

to criticize, think and that what makes another steps towards 

development. 
Television has many talk shows that allows to discuss on a particular 

matter but that’s a matter of schedule which often does not match with 

people’s work time. But with the newspaper information, people get to 
know more and get to think more. 
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Objective: 
  

Just as the existence of the indigenous people in Bangladesh can’t be 

denied, similarly how they are being represented in media considering to 
the time, space and content can’t be accepted. This study highlights the 

presents of the indigenous people’s presence in Bangladeshi print media.  

The specific objects of the study include to: 

 Identification of Indigenous issues, news, feature, editorial, sub 

editorial and picture distribution 

 What percentage of the total indigenous people has been 
represented in newspaper considering the ‘Space”? 

 When the print media is publishing any incident/information 
regarding ‘Indigenous people’ how are they being presented 

towards public? 

 Evaluation of indigenous news and opinion content 

 Information based on news treatment, variation, subject-based 
classification, region-based classification and analysis of district 

base information 

 

Literature Review:  
 

Related to the function of the media in a democratic country, J. Keane 

(1991) states that the liberal economy has a negative impact on the 

quality of democracy. Keane summarized this argument about neo-
liberalism in the media sector stating “time has long passed when it 

could be assumed credibly that market competition guarantees freedom 
of communication.” (Keane, 1991: p.88-89). 

 

In 2011 the National Parliament enacted the 15th Amendment to the 
Constitution of Bangladesh denying recognition of indigenous people as 

full citizens of this country. Article 6(2) of our Constitution states, "The 

people of Bangladesh shall be known as Bangalis as a nation and the 
citizens of Bangladesh shall be known as Bangladeshis". Again Article 
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23A provides, "The State shall take steps to protect and develop the 

unique local culture and tradition of the tribes, minor races, ethnic sects 
and communities." Article 6(2) explicitly denies the indigenous peoples 

as citizens of Bangladesh while Article 23A categories and alienates 

indigenous people from Bengalis making them second class citizens of 
the State. Whereas country’s constitution has denied the fact, media are 

also reluctantly focuses on the incidents of the indigenous people. 

 
The Daily Star’s report “Media Failing Indigenous People” 2018 

reveals various perspectives of activists who have been already working 

years for the rights of indigenous people. According to Santu Larma 
“The media fails to portray the true picture of the repression of 

indigenous people due to pressure of the communal, undemocratic, non-

progressive and discriminatory governing system of the country”. And 
also focused on the point that media still sees indigenous problems from 

majority perspective as local issues but not as national issue. “The 

incidents [torture, rape, gang rape of Adivasi women] are reported 
without historical and political aspects, which is why the crimes happen 

repeatedly,” Zobaiyda noted. 

  
 

Newspaper Selction: 
 

The study aims to understand the importance that newspaper provides on 
indigenous people’s news by selecting a representative sampling from 

the existing Daily newspapers. Out of registered 26 main registered 

newspapers, five newspapers- Daily Prothom Alo, The Daily Star, Daily 
Samakal, Daily Ittefaq, Daily Janakantha were selected for the study and 

a total 8 items (reports) were selected as there only 8 reports were 

published in 14 days.  The analyzed reports were taken from the 
observation time of   17th to 31st July, 2020 purposively.  

- Daily Prothom Alo is one of the top newspapers of Bangladesh. 

Widely read newspaper of the country. The stories presented in 
this newspaper are unique which represent the personality of 

Bangladeshi culture. Hence, you will find that many news items 
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which won’t be part of other newspapers will find its way in this, 

making it a favorite of many. 
- The Daily Star, only newspaper of the selection that is based on 

English language. The daily star and Daily prothom alo both print 

media owned by same owner.  
- Daily Ittefaq has its position on coverage of various news items 

while not loosing focus on important aspects also a deep history 

during liberation war of Bangladesh. 
- Daily Janakantha has numerous readers even after knowing that it 

is specifically biased and partial to a specific political party. 

- Daily Samakal has its own section on literature and investigation 
with a good writing point. While other newspaper focuses on only 

incidents, affairs and events, this newspaper along with 

information also focuses weekly literature discussion and publishes 
story and poems. 
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Chapter 2 

 

 

Methodology:  
 

This study is based on analyzing five selected newspapers of Bangladesh 

and Robaet Ferdous’s published book “Gonomadhyom O Adibashi” 
(Media and Indigenous People).  

In a view to collect primary data, a reconnaissance observation of the 

reports that was published from 17th July to 31st July 2020, at the 
preliminary stage and it found that indigenous people reports publishes 

from minority view of media. Rather than showing important crisis, the 

reports often focuses on the culture, works and surface information. So, 
in the second phase, a semi-structured questionnaire survey was 

conducted with three media personalities two are indigenous Sanjeeb 
Drong and Theophil Nisharon Nokrek and one is non indigenous Philip 

Gain. The part of the questionnaire consists of questions regarding the 

media coverage experiences of the respondents and district wise 
coverage opinion. Response was in favor of ‘more hill tracts coverage’ 

but the findings of recent reports was based on ‘Plain areas’. In order to 

enrich the database, data have been incorporated through formal and 
informal interviews, books and internet research. Moreover, it would be 

more substantiated if the field visits were possible but due to pandemic 

situation research carries findings in below.  
 

 

Case Study: 
On the question of “How well media people participates for covering an 
incident regarding indigenous people?” 

Theophil Nisharon Nokrek, Director of Caritas Bangladesh replied 

“Media representatives does not always co-operate. We had to bring 
them by renting a car by ourselves and they also demanded money for 

publishing the news during incident happened in Modhupur. But some 
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media personalities are not like them. They search information 

genuinely.” 
Activist Sanjeeb Drong was partially agreed with Theophil Nokrek, 

saying “Mr. Theophil is not wrong from his perspective but on the other 

side wages of district representative of a media industry are quite low. 
They also need to make living. It is not the main fact.” Pointing the 

recent media story hassle, he added “audience grabs the news whatever 

is sensual to them. Media tries to move with the flows that is capturing 
audience’s attention. It has become a business and competition now. 

Often people don’t care about intellectual crisis things. That is the 

reason why indigenous news gets less attention. But media people are 
not only at the fault, our people also likes to stay low. They don’t want 

media attention, interaction with outsiders. That is one of the reason why 

many incidents don’t get covered by media” 
 

“As Chittagong is only hill tract of the country, most indigenous 

issues of the hill tracts gets priority over plain land” Theophil Nokrek 
said. Sanjeeb Drong added “Continuously indigenous people’s lands are 

illegally possessed by Bangalis or the area’s powerful elite person who 

is also non indigenous. Even though there are rules that land that belongs 
to indigenous person, cannot be sold to a Bengali. They have to get 

permission from tribal welfare and after that D.C confirms the land 

disposal. No media has ever focused on this matter.” 

  

“Several research happened on indigenous people on their crisis 

and issues. Often news room editors select the news that to publish or 
not but The Daily Star always publishes my reports” said Philip Gain.     
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Chapter 3 

 

Presentation and Analysis of Information 

Obtained from Observation  

On  

Newspaper Report: Weekly 
 

The Daily Star 
Presentation of information obtained from content analysis 

(News and Opinion) 

 

 
Indigenous News Coverage 

1st week news analysis 

(17th July to 24th July 2020) 
 

Variety of News:  
 

Surfa

ce 
News 

Interpret

ive 
News 

Investigat

ive 
News 

Feature/Art

icle 

Editor

ial 

Colu

mn 

Spor

ts 

Pictu

re 
and 

capti

on 

- - - 01 - - - - 

 

Thematic Classification of News: 
 

On the first week, observation found no news coverage on special issues 
concerned to indigenous people but a fashion portrayed article on 

“Tenzing Chakma”.   
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Politics-

Law-Peace 

Agreement 

Land 

issues- 

Land 

Rights 

NGO-Public 

Administration-

Development-

Environment 

Language-

Literacy-

Culture-

Work 

Crime 

- - - 01 - 

 

Territorial Classification: (Hill v/s Plain or None) 
 

As the article concerned creative work and focused on the designer, it 

can be described as neither of hill or plain concerned issues.  

 

Hill Tract Plain None 

- - 01 

 

 

News Treatment: 
 
The only Article of the week was published on The Daily Star’s “Star 

Lifestyle” Section’s last page. The article was covered whole space of 

the last page. Catalogue article was covering on one of the accomplished 
designer Tenzing Chakma’s creative work on various Kurtis. The 

feature’s picture was also modeled by indigenous girls. 
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The Daily Star 

Presentation of information obtained from content analysis 
(News and Opinion) 

 

 
Indigenous News Coverage 

2nd week news analysis 

(24th July to 31st July 2020) 
 

Variety of News:  
 

Surfa

ce 
News 

Interpret

ive 
News 

Investigat

ive 
News 

Feature/Art

icle 

Editor

ial 

Colu

mn 

Spor

ts 

New

s 
with 

Pictu

re 

- 01 - 01 - - 01 - 

 

Thematic Classification of News: 

 

Politics-

Law-Peace 

Agreement 

Land 

issues- 

Land 

Rights 

NGO-Public 

Administration-

Development-

Environment 

Language-

Literacy-

Culture-

Work 

Crime 

01 - - 02 - 

 
According to the classification of news published on the indigenous 

issues in 24th to 31st July 2020, one report was on Politics-Law-Peace 

Agreement and other two reports were on Language-Literacy-Culture-
Work.  
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Territorial Classification: (Hill Tract v/s Plain or None) 
 

Three published news were on plain district based.  

  

Hill Tract Plain None 

- 03 - 

 

 

 

Division of News by District: 
 

Among the three news of the 2nd week the mentioned plain districts were 
Moulobhibazar and Kalsindur. Instead of district based news, the other 

one was published as indigenous based.     

  

Moulobhibazar Kalsindur Sylhet 

01 01 01 

 

News Treatment: 
 
 

Front Page Last Page Middle Page 

- - 03 

All the three reports that published on indigenous issues were found in 
inside pages and received treatment in column 4 and 5.  

 

 

News Analysis: 
 

Interpretive News: The interpretive News of 28th July, 2020 was 

published on how indigenous peoples are deprived from national budget 

allocation. The report showed, the national budget is regularly 
ambiguous regarding allocating separate and specific shares to 

indigenous people. Specially to plain land indigenous one. Even though 
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often a small portion of money for development of indigenous people of 

the plain lands are allocated under the Development Assistance for 
Special Area (except CHT) project, but recent details of the project 

shows the budget did not reach to plain land and most of the fund ended 

up going to non-indigenous people. However, being the only 
mountainous area of the country Chittagong Hill Tracts are protected by 

the constitution. That is why, certain paradox exists in these hill tract 

area. The report was written by indigenous rights activist and project 
coordinator of Kapeeng Foundation Khokon Suiten Murmu along with a 

picture of large portion of tea workers captured by the famous Philip 

Gain.   

 

Feature: 29th July, 2020’s writing on indigenous issue focused on 

Monipuri Weavers. One of the indigenous community of Bangladesh, 
who earns their bread and butter by carrying on a uniquely exquisite art 

of weaving. Due to recent pandemic situation, weavers are facing 

economical disaster on their daily earnings as the wholesale business 
goes empty of customers but the store rent, electricity bills and other 

expenses are piling up. The news was covered by some weaver’s 

interview along with a photo by The Daily Star Correspondent of 
Moulobhibazar.  

 

Sports News: Another wave hit by corona virus was on sports section. 
Kalsindur’s Garo Indigenous girls are famous as football players. The 

pandemic caused upend on the plans of these athletes. The Daily Star 

concerned enough to publish a report on them. On the report of 31st July, 
2020 published the whammy on Kalsindur girls. Though the whole 

report was on the football team but the team also consist some 
indigenous girls. The report focused on how the girls are dealing with 

the pandemic. From the practice to mental situation as Kalsindur is a 

village not a city, indeed there are more suffering exists. The report was 
by non-indigenous reporter. 
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First Week’s Report 
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Second Week’s Report: 
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Daily Prothom Alo 
Presentation of information obtained from content analysis 

(News and Opinion) 

 
 

Indigenous News Coverage 

1st week news analysis 
(17th July to 24th July 2020) 

 

Variety of News:  
 

Surfac

e 

News 

Interpreti

ve 

News 

Investigati

ve 

News 

Feature/Artic

le 

Editori

al 

Colum

n 

Sport

s 

- - - 01 - - - 

 

Thematic Classification of News: 
 

The report published on this week was an inspirational feature on ‘Amit 
Chakma’ the Vice-Chancellor of Western Australia University. The 

feature was written by ‘Amit Chakma’ himself. 

  
 

Politics-

Law-Peace 

Agreement 

Land 

issues- 

Land 

Rights 

NGO-Public 

Administration-

Development-

Environment 

Language-

Literacy-

Culture-

Work 

Crime Others 

- - - - - 01 

 

 

 

Territorial Classification: (Hill Tract v/s Plain or None): 
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Hill Tract Plain None 

01 - - 

 

Division of News by District: 
 

Amit Chakma was mentioned born in Rangamati district. The district 

name was only written once in the feature in intro section.  

 

News Treatment: 
 

Front Page Last Page Middle Page 

- - 01 

 
The feature published on a middle page with the treatment of 2 columns. 

 

 

News Analysis: 
 

In “The way I learned to give importance to hard work” titled and 

along with the photo of the writer, focused on sharing his thoughts on 
education, value and future plans among youth. He shared his childhood 

inspiration, struggles and journey towards success. As the writer 

voluntarily wrote for youth, the feature presents no indigenous issues. 
Instead of ponderous something the feature was an inspirational piece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 19  
 

©Daffodil International University 
 

Daily Prothom Alo 
Presentation of information obtained from content analysis 

(News and Opinion) 

 
 

Indigenous News Coverage 

2nd week news analysis 
(24th July to 31st July 2020) 

 

Variety of News:  

 
Surfac

e 
News 

Interpreti

ve 
News 

Investigati

ve 
News 

Feature/Artic

le 

Editori

al 

Colum

n 

Sport

s 

- 01 - - - - - 

 

Thematic Classification of News: 
 

Following report focuses, Indigenous people’s ability of getting less 

infected by Covid-19 disease. While the specific research places were 

found several patients died but there were less record of Covid-19 deaths 
among indigenous people. 

 

 

Politics-

Law-Peace 

Agreement 

Land 

issues- 

Land 

Rights 

NGO-Public 

Administration-

Development-

Environment 

Language-

Literacy-

Culture-

Work 

Crime 

- - 01 - - 
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Territorial Classification: (Hill Tract v/s Plain or None): 
 

The report statistic was based on both CHT (Chittagong) districts and 

plain lands. So, the report consisted on overall count among indigenous 
people.  

 

Hill Tract Plain Both None 

- - 01 - 

 

News Treatment: 
 

Front Page Last Page Middle Page 

- - 01 

 

The report published on 3rd page of the print media with treatment of 3 

columns. 

 

News Analysis: 
 

During the corona virus situation, indigenous people were found less 

affected by the virus and less death toll according to the report. Prothom 
Alo representatives took a data analysis on indigenous people on the 

place these peoples are found. 26th July, 2020’s “Infection are lower 

among Minor Ethnic Group” without a photo reveals, representatives 
did a data research on 12 upazila where indigenous peoples are found 

relatively high. The statistics showed that, people belong in 6 upazila of 

6 districts didn’t get affected whereas 6 upazila of 4 districts got affected 
but in a less portion than Bangalis. 

Philip Gain said on the report that “Their behavior, habits are different 

than mainstream population. They are comfortable in home and likes to 
stay alone. Comes to the market less. These maybe the reason why the 

infection has been seen less in them.  
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Mundas live in Jaipurhat district’s Panchbibi Upazila. They have a small 

organization named “Pamdo”. Pamdo’s chief executive said “Munda 
less interacts with outsiders, that is why they didn’t get infected”. On the 

other hand, Moulobhibazar’s Kamalganj and Sreemangal Upazila’s 

Khasi and Mandi people closed the entrance gate soon after the 
lockdown was announced. They stopped betel leaf sellers from coming 

inside and instead they sells betel leaf outside of ‘Paanpunji”. 

The only Hill Tract of Bangladesh where more than 10 indigenous 
community lives, were also found less infected natives. According to the 

count in Bandarban, 338 people infected of which 280 peoples are 

Bangali and 98 people are indigenous.  
The report also included reasons behind indigenous people are less 

infected informed by Physician in charge of Covid-19 at Bandarban 

district Civil Surgeon office Taohida Aktar “Having a strict lifestyle and 
their food habit can be one of a reason. Also they are accustomed to a 

society where it is natural to maintain social distance. These are the 

possible causes of low infection.” 
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1st Week’s Report 
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2nd Week’s Report 

 

  



 24  
 

©Daffodil International University 
 

 
Daily Ittefaq 

Presentation of information obtained from content analysis 

(News and Opinion) 
 

 

Indigenous News Coverage 
 Weekly news analysis 

(17th July to 31st July 2020) 

 
Observation found no report on indigenous people in Daily Ittefaq 

during these 2 weeks. 

 

 

Daily Samakal 
Presentation of information obtained from content analysis 

(News and Opinion) 

 

 
Indigenous News Coverage 

1st week news analysis 

(17th July to 24th July 2020) 

 

Variety of News:  

 

Surfac

e 

News 

Interpreti

ve 

News 

Investigati

ve 

News 

Feature/Artic

le 

Editori

al 

Colum

n 

Sport

s 

01 - - - - - - 

 

Thematic Classification of News: 

 

Politics-

Law-Peace 

Land 

issues- 

NGO-Public 

Administration-

Language-

Literacy-

Crime 
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Agreement Land 

Rights 

Development-

Environment 

Culture-

Work 

- 01 - - - 

 

On 6 November 2016, a conflict took place between Rangpur sugar mill 

labor, police and Santals for preventing santals for cutting sugarcane 
from the sugarcane farm that was claimed to be owned by ancestor of 

Santals. The report was on demanding justice of the event along with 

seven-point demand of Santals. 

 

Territorial Classification: (Hill Tract v/s Plain or None): 

 

Hill Tract Plain None 

- 01 - 

 

The report was covered on Santals of Gobindoganj, Gaibandha. 

 

News Treatment: 

Front Page Last Page Middle Page 

- - 01 

 

The report got place on a corner with one column of the page 7.  

 

News Analysis: 

 
“Human Chain in Seven Demands including trial of Santal Murder” the 

report consisted surface news with no details of the seven demands. The 

human chain was covered following who participated and a speech of a 
speaker. It was presented as small report covering 1/3rd of the 1st column 

of the page and no picture was published as well.  

During the conflict, 3 Santal people died by the gunshot of police. 
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1st Week’s Report 
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Daily Janakantha 
Presentation of information obtained from content analysis 

(News and Opinion) 

 
Indigenous News Coverage 

1st week news analysis 

(17th July to 24th July, 2020) 

 

Variety of News: 
  

Surfa

ce 

News 

Interpreti

ve 

News 

Investigati

ve 

News 

Feature/Arti

cle 

Editori

al 

Colu

mn 

Spor

ts 

01 - - - - - - 

 

Thematic Classification of News: 

 

Politics-

Law-Peace 

Agreement 

Land 

issues- 

Land 

Rights 

NGO-Public 

Administration-

Development-

Environment 

Language-

Literacy-

Culture-

Work 

Crime Others 

- - - - - 01 

 

Territorial Classification: (Hill Tract v/s Plain or None): 

 
 

Hill Tract Plain None 

01 

(Khagrachari) 

- - 

 

 

News Treatment: 
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Front Page Last Page Middle Page 

- - 01 

 

The report was very short. The page had 23 reports along with the 

indigenous report. Considering, 10 rows of 2nd column of the page.  

 

News Analysis: 
 
Headline titled as “Women in Khagrachari”. Report revealed that a 

Tripura women died undergoing treatment. She was seriously injured 

while trying to stop the fight of neighbor. The reporter didn’t try best for 
the headline, no picture was attached and neither the details was focused 

enough.   
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1st Week’s Report 

 



 30  
 

©Daffodil International University 
 

  

Chapter 4 

 

Figures of 2 Week’s 

Indigenous Reports in a Glance 

 
 

 

The Daily Star  

(17th July-31st July,2020) 
 

 
Figure 1 
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Daily Prothom Alo 

 

(17th July-31st July, 2020) 
 

 

 
Figure 2 
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Daily Samakal 

 

(17th July-31st July, 2020) 

 
 

 
Figure 3 
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Daily Janakantha 

(17th July-31st July, 2020) 
 

 

 
Figure 4 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1

Surface News Interpretive
News

Investigative
News

Feature/Article Editorial Column

Politics-Law-Peace Agreement

Land Issues-Land Rights

NGO-Public Administration-Development-Environment

Language-Literacy-Culture-Work

Crime

Others



 34  
 

©Daffodil International University 
 

Chapter 5 

 

 

 

 

Analysis of Findings: 
Bangladesh’s mostly Print media is dominated by power, politics and 
influence of elite classes. Where the ‘face and protocol values’ are 

considered for news reports rather than the ‘news values’ of events, 

incidents or affairs. The ruling politically involved party usually gets 
importance in front page of the newspaper and after that the news 

regarding their perspective on which audience will get attracted the 

most. The news of indigenous people usually gets spaces in the middle 
of the pages. Festival’s picture gets place in last pages but mostly their 

news comes in an article or a feature style. Unlike Television media, 
newspaper is a reading material with different sections of explicit limits. 

Some indigenous news publishes to “so-called balance” between the 

other news so that limit and balance of columns or row can be adjusted. 
But it is also bound to focus that some newspaper has daring journalists 

who no matter what writes and publishes the matter of the facts 

concerning people who actually need to get attentions in Opinion, 
Column or Feature part. That is the beauty of a newspaper.  

Though in present days, indigenous peoples can be found in many 

sectors of the city even in the media sectors but most people still lives in 
hill tract and rural plain areas. The harsh truth of the fact is, 

Bangladesh’s developing network still needs speed to reach out of them. 

The Daily Observer’s journalist reveals that, representative from rural 
area earns less as a journalist. Monthly income happens to be around 

four to five thousand taka, Which is not enough to live a decent life but 

what benefit they do get by being a newspaper journalist is they can use 
their working card for various intensions including for building and 

developing their own businesses.  

Certainly, news follows on wherever the attention goes. The 
findings showed, Daily Janakantha which is known for its involvement 

with political party ‘Awami League’, did not considered publishing 
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enough news on indigenous people. Some reports may publish but in a 

short report regarding small surface news.  Rather it played role as the 
mouthpiece of the political party showing partiality to some of the 

identical faces of the significant political party leaders and their 

speeches, portraying bad images of BNP leaders. On the other hand, The 
Daily Star and Daily Prothom Alo published some concerned features, 

opinions and columns of indigenous people’s suffering issues that partly 

involved with government and topic to be concerned. Also, there was no 
report found in Daily Ittefaq and Daily Samakal published a report with 

less detailed news. 

Findings from the analysis of two weeks arise questions like why there 
are less reports concerning indigenous people when a large portion of 

them lives from the very beginning in Chittagong, Sylhet and Netrokona 

of Bangladesh? Newspapers only focuses on murder issues, cultural 
issues and festivals when there are lot more concerning things 

happening. The reason can be, less indigenous people’s ability or 

opportunity working in mainstream media. According to Sanjeeb Drong 
the activist, “Indigenous people likes to stay in between their 

comfortable zone, not communicating with outsiders also district 

representative of certain media are not doing their jobs well. Every 
journalist finds a big scoop and we are still minors in their perspective. 

This is the reason why issues that concerns a community of a nation, 

stays unfind”.  
 

From the normative viewpoint, it is a social responsibility of the 

media to present issues, incidents, affairs and the facts that is happening 
around the world without being biased or corrupted for money. There 

are numerous matters happening in between indigenous people that 
needs to be published.  For example: According to the law, Bangali 

people can’t buy land from indigenous people without any permission 

from Tribal welfare. After getting sealed documents provided by Tribal 
Welfare, Area’s DC approves the document by legislation. But in some 

places (mostly in plain lands) Bangalis are taking lands from indigenous 

people inappropriately or illegally. This facts needs to be come before 
the public. Education in their own mother tongue, poverty, subsistence, 
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unemployment etc should be portrayed in media. As the media is fourth 

estate of a country. 
 

  

 

Conclusion: 
 

Making sure other sensual news doesn’t cover the present incident is the 

most needed one. Print media is a dying industry. Soon this industry 

might get vanished. But the as the development grows print media might 
turn in to E-paper. Details and section stays the same, information gets 

elaborate and can be found and read comfortably through devices.  

Based on the aforementioned findings, it can be said that the media can’t 
play its role independently due to politically involvement and elite 

powerful intervention. But journalism requires revealing concerned 
topics that has deficiency of attention.  

News Media ain’t a business. People’s attraction should not be center in 

case of publishing news around the world. Due to government 
restriction, linkage of dominant class, media can’t perform investigate 

the corruption and malpractices. While the government announces 

through amendments indigenous people second class residents only who 
can speak up beside themselves are media people, who are considered 

eyes and mouth of a nation. When government mentions a developed 

country, this involves indigenous people also. Apart from the indigenous 
people are also citizen of a country, indigenous culture, behavior and 

existence does represent a country. There are several development 

needed in these communities which requires public attention to progress. 
As newspaper provides several sections and intellectual write ups, 

indigenous people must need to focused on.  

It is not true that indigenous news doesn’t get prioritize. There are 
certainly more news than before but reports concerning main crisis are 

not getting priority. Print media should see indigenous people as native 

not minority 
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