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Chapter One 

Introduction 
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1.1 Background of the Organization 

 

Bangladesh Betar is the state-owned radio broadcasting organisation of Bangladesh which was 

previously known as Radio Bangladesh between 1975 and 1996. 

 

Radio transmission in the locality started in Dhaka on December 16, 1939 to distribute the news of 

the World War II all over India and the then British Raj introduced six radio stations under the 

'All India Radio' (the then national public radio broadcaster of India). A house was rented at the 

Nazimuddin Road of the Old Dhaka (present Shaikh Burhanuddin Post Graduate College) and the 

first ever radio station of Bangladesh started its journey. The broadcasting house consisted of only 

two studios and a 5 kilowatt medium wave transmitter was installed in Kallyanpur. Although, 

formally it was called 'All India Radio Dhaka', it was familiar as the 'Dhaka Dhwani Bistar 

Kendra' to the people of this locality. Then the station was later relocated to Shahbag. It 

manoeuvred an important role during the Liberation War of Bangladesh of 1971. On March 26, 

1971, the broadcasting centre of Radio Pakistan was used to transmit the declaration of 

independence. Through the war, it was known as Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra (Independent 

Bengal Radio Station). On December 6, it was renamed as Bangladesh Betar. Currently, the station 

is shifted to Agargaon. 

 

Now, in 2018, Bangladesh Betar is still the only state-owned radio station, transmitting all over the 

country, even in the remotest areas. Starting from 7 AM in the morning till 12:10 AM in the 

midnight, Bangladesh Betar broadcasts 22 bulletins in total in Bangla and English, rendering the 

listeners with the most accurate news.  
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1.1A Organogram 

 

The hierarchy of Bangladesh Betar is given below. 
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1.1B Recognitions 
 

1.  1982: Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) Prize for Children Programme (Producer-

Firoz Islam) 

2.  1984: Ballad of a Frog-programme for popularization of science jointly organised by 

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and AIBD (Kazi Mahmudur Rahman-1st Prize) 

3.  1985: Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcast Development (AIBD) Prize for Drama 

(Producer: Kazi Mahmudur Rahman) 

4.  1987: Japan Prize for Documentary on Environment (Producer :Rafiqul Hasan) 

5.  2000: Highly Commended for the Elizabeth R.Award (Producer :Shaikh Muhammad Refat 

Ali) 

6.  2001: Rolls-Royce For Innovation In Broadcasting Management From CBA (Producer: 

Faroha Suhrawardy) 

7.  2003: UNFPA Media Award: Safe Motherhood (Md.Abdul Hoque) 

8.  2006: ‘Shadinota Puruskar’ for Outstanding Contribution in The War of Liberation 

9.  2006: Elizabeth R. Award for Outstanding Contribution to Public Service Broadcasting 

(Md. Abdur Rouf) 

10.  2007: UNFPA Media Award: Adolescence Reproductive Health (Shalauddin Ahmed) 

11.  2008: UNFPA Media Award (First Prise-Md.Abdul Matin; Second Prize-Begum Touhida 

Chowdhury ; Third Prize- Md. Abdul Hoque) 

12.  2010: National Family Planning Media Award (Md.Abdul Hoque) 

13.  2011: Meena Media Award by UNICEF Creative works in Radio (Documentary). First 

Prise: (Producer: Md. Fukrul Karim) 

14.  2012: Meena Media Award by UNICEF on Creative Works in Radio (Producer : Md. 

Rokonuzzaman) Second prize 

15.  2012: Meena Media Award offered by UNICEF on Creative Works in Radio (Producer : 

Shahin Akhter) Third prize 

16.  2013: Asia -Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) Special Commended Award for Drama 

Named "The Rising Sun" (Writer and Producer: Md. Fukrul Karim) 

17.  2014: Bangla Academy Literary Award for Research: Probhangshu Tripura, Chief 

Producer, Bangladesh Betar, Chittagong. 
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1.2 What is internship? 
 

 

In layman’s term internship is the period of time in an office or an organization before one 

graduates. In this period of time, one has to observe the works, work and after a certain period of 

time, prepare a report on what one had worked on which need to be showcased in a formal 

ceremony.  

 

Internship is a bridge between one's education and future job(s) as the internship has to be 

performed in the relevant organization of one's study. As a result, an individual understands what 

are the practical use of their study as well as they get to learn how to cope with a workspace, first-

hand.  
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1.2A Why internship is important 

 

Classrooms are for learning, it is a fact. But there are particular things that cannot be learnt without 

practical work. Formal classroom teaching method includes huge amounts of theory but sometimes 

a very little practical work. Though academically a student can learn a lot, working in the field is a 

very different experience. Here comes the internship to fill the gap and provide the students the 

experience and prepare them for the field techniques which will lead them to a prosperous future in 

their professional life. 

 

Journalism and Mass Communication is one of the sectors where not only excellence or academic 

results are necessary but also the field experience is a must. As a student of this discipline, one may 

learn how to gather news, conduct an interview, compile the facts, write it in a formal polished 

fashion etc. but without field experience, these academic knowledge cannot be honed. That is why 

internship is very important for a student of Journalism and Mass Communication before they enter 

job market.  
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1.3 Background of my internship 

 

Bangladesh Betar is the only state-owned radio station. Betar has a glorified past and the most 

subscription in the country. Although, listeners in the capital and big cities and towns are more 

likely to listen to the private FM radio channels, in rural areas and remotest areas, specially in 

coastal belt and mid sea, Betar is still no. 1 choice for the listeners for news, particularly on their 

weather updates. Although Bangladesh Betar is a state-owned broadcasting centre and they only air 

the news seem fit and do not go against the interest of the state, they are never wrong on 

disseminating wrong information. With the help of trusted journalists and the controllers of news, 

with heavy cross-checking, they always broadcast the finest news. The controllers of news are 

highly experienced and are the top recruits. All the officers in Bangladesh Betar are BCS Cadres, 

which is the most prestigious and lucrative Government job. I knew that they had much to offer and 

I had a lot to learn from them. It also gave me an idea on how a state-owned broadcasting body 

works. And also Bangladesh Betar is a highly equipped organisation that has been broadcasting 

news and programmes for decades. So, when I go the chance to be an intern in this organisation, I 

didn't second guess myself and joined the central newsroom.  
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1.4 About my Supervisor 

 

 

Hailing from Patuakhali, Mr. Abdul Houqe studied in 

Bangladesh Agricultural University and University  

of Tromsø, Norway before he joined in Bangladesh  

Civil Service. He was formerly an Assistant Regional  

Manager in Bangladesh Betar, Sylhet and later  

promoted as the Director of Liaison at Bangladesh  

Betar, Dhaka. Mr. Houqe is a knowledge seeker,  

kind hearted person and a great mentor. Under his  

observation, my working days in Bangladesh Betar  

became more fruitful.  
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1.5 Duration of the internship 

 

My internship started in Mid February of 2018 and ended on 30 April of 2018, completing 10(ten) 

weeks of mandatory internship period. I have attended in the central newsroom in the weekdays in 

different shifts. There are 3(three) shifts in the central newsroom, first shift is from 5AM to 11AM, 

second shift from 11AM till 5PM and the last and final shift is from 5PM to 12:10 AM. 

 

I was mostly assigned to work in between the first 2 shifts and to cope with the night shift I was 

appointed in the evening shift as well.  

 

 

 

 

Picture: One of my entry passes 
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Chapter Two 

Activities during internship 
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2.1 Weekly Diary 

 

Week 1: 15 February, 2018 – 21 February, 2018 

 

 Met Mr. Md. Abdul Houqe, Director, Liaison and talked about the pros and cons of 

internship in Bangladesh Betar  

 Mr. Hoque advised me to collect relevant papers for my internship at Bangladesh 

Betar  

 Was introduced to Hosne-ara-Talukdar, Deputy Director General and Mr. A.S.M. 

Zahid, Head of News by Mr. Houqe and was assigned to work in the central 

newsroom.  

 Was introduced with the shift-in-charge and other controllers  

 Was advised to watch and learn from the works of the controllers and translators  

 Was advised to check for typing errors by the writers  
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Week 2: 22 February 2018 – 28 February, 2018 

 

 Was advised to watch and learn how controllers edit news from different news 

agencies like BSS, BBC, Xinhua ect.  

 Helped in translating headlines for weekly SAARC news 

 Was advised to check for typing and grammatical errors by the writers  

 Helped in the translating process 

 Got notes on how the news readers are hired and how the auditions are taken 
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Week 3: 1 March, 2018 – 7 March, 2018 

 

 Was advised to work with the translator to know which words to use or not to use in 

the process of translation 

 Read daily newspapers  

 Checked for typing or grammatical mistakes in hourly news bulletin typing 

 Helped in the translating process with Assistant Controllers 

 Different mistakes were amended by the Deputy Controller of news.  
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Week 4: 8 March, 2018 – 14 March, 2018 

 

 Was introduced with daily monitoring report done by the Monitoring Cell and given 

copies to read 

 Done my first individual translation on the death of prominent scientist Stephen 

Hawking  

 Helped in the translation process 

 Read daily newspaper  

 Learnt wording process while editing news from different news agencies 

 

 

My translation on the death of Stephen Hawking  
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Week 5: 15 March, 2018 – 21 March, 2018 

 

 Learnt about translating from different news agencies, which paragraphs to omit and 

which to keep 

 Read daily monitoring reports 

 Read daily newspapers 

 Helped in finding typing and grammatical mistakes 

 Learnt about the Bangladesh Betar website (http://www.betar.gov.bd/)  

 Helped in writing headlines for weekly SAARC news  

http://www.betar.gov.bd/
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Week 6: 22 March, 2018 – 28 March, 2018 

 

 Read daily monitoring reports 

 Read daily newspapers 

 Helped in finding typing and grammatical errors 

 Helped in editing news for weekly SAARC news  



17 ©Daffodil International University 

 

 

Week 7: 29 March, 2018 – 4 April, 2018 

 

 Learnt about which news are to be broadcast and which news are not 

 Searched for typing and grammatical errors in the copies 

 Shadowed the translator on how to perfect translations 

 Read daily monitoring reports 

 Read daily newspapers  
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Week 8: 5 April, 2018 – 11 April, 2018  

 

 Wrote the copy of IPL news for broadcasting  

 Searched for typing and grammatical mistakes in the copies to be read 

 Helped in editing news 

 Read daily monitoring reports 

 Read daily newspapers 
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Week 9: 12 April, 2018 – 18 April, 2018 

 

 Wrote the copy of IPL news for hourly bulletin 

 Searched for typing and grammatical errors in the copies 

 Shadowed the Assistant Controllers on how to perfect translations and news 

editing 

 Read daily monitoring reports 

 Read daily newspapers  

 

 

My report on Indian Premier League   



20 ©Daffodil International University 

 

 

Week 10: 19 April, 2018 – 25 April, 2018  

 

 Searched for typing and grammatical errors in the copies for newscasters 

 Wrote the copy of IPL news for broadcasting  

 Shadowed the translator on how to perfect translations 

 Read daily monitoring reports 

 Read daily newspapers 

 

 

My news on IPL   
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Week 11: 26 April, 2018 – 2 May, 2018 

 

 Wrote the copy of IPL and also edited Indian accident news for broadcasting  

 Searched for typing and grammatical errors in the copies for newscasters 

 Shadowed the translator on how to perfect translations 

 Read daily monitoring reports 

 Read daily newspapers 
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CHAPTER THREE 

LEARNING AND EXPERIENCE 
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3.1. Knowledge gathering/ learning 

 

During my internship at Bangladesh Betar, I edited and translated news from different sources and 

agencies. In this process, I had gathered knowledge on various aspects of news and editing and 

traslating news. Knowledge that I had gathered during my internship are listed below 
 

 

 Editing News – At university, I've learnt how to edit news. Although, it was a 

practical based course, I didn't really have field experience. The time I spent at Bangladesh 

Betar, I came to know about the fundamental aspects of copy editing and the immense 

responsibilities of an editors(Controllers at Betar). Controllers are responsible for the clarity 

and accuracy of content that is aired on radio. While I was working in the central newsroom, 

I was advised to check Bangla spelling mistakes as well as grammatical ones. And then, one 

of the controllers would final check before it those news were aired. 

 

 Learning about news – As a freshman, I have very little practical 

knowledge/experience about news making, writing, editing for broadcasting media. That 

is why I followed the footsteps of the controllers how to gather news and write. My 

supervisor Mr. Houqe advised me to read daily newspapers, monitoring report from 

Bangladesh Betar Monitoring Cell and was advised to listen to the bulletins of 

Bangladesh Betar to understand the formatting of the news aired by them. 

 

 Practical Experience – I have learned hand to hand editing process from the controllers 

of news and the translators. Sometimes I was advised to translate and edit news or part 

of a news to include in a bigger news and then the controllers would check them for 

errors.  
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3.2 Tools and technologies used 

 

There were not much tools to use in the central newsroom, I didn't have any specific cubicle, chair 

or table. I had to roam where the work lead me. And, I only used pen, papers, pencils and 

sometimes dictionaries to find out different spelling of different words. I also had to use my phone 

(LG G5) to access internet to get news as Betar does not only take news items from different news 

agencies but also from various legit online news portals.  
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3.3 Special experience 

 

To be an intern at Bangladesh Betar itself was a special experience for me. Bangladesh Betar is not 

necessarily open on offering internships. Some of the engineering students get chance to visit Betar 

as a part of their industrial training in the engineering cell but newsroom intern is a very rare 

opportunity and I was overwhelmed to get this internship.  

 

This apart, the employees at Betar are necessarily all BSC Cadres, in news department all are  

Communication Cadres. And all the employees were very kind, friendly and helpful to me 

understanding various aspects of news, hierarchy and other systems and they also treated me as one 

of their own. 

 

I was honoured with such behaviour and hospitality and I also felt at home around these people, 

which I am greatly thankful for.  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

EVALUATION OF LEARNING 
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4.1. Academic learning and practical work 

 

Bachelor's of Journalism and Mass Communication in Daffodil International University offers 

many courses on report writing, editing, copy writing and advance courses on these as well. And 

also courses on Mass Communication where we get to learn about communication patterns, 

communication in different places or with different type of  (focus) groups. And different teachers 

had taught us from their very own perspectives as they have worked in different platforms at some 

stage of their lives. So, if not compiled the knowledge, mundane students would suffer to 

understand the whole of it.  

 

We learnt about the newsroom and field, and were sent to different institution and programmes to 

observe, note and report but that is not really enough to understand how things work in the real life. 

That is where the internship comes. When I came to Bangladesh Betar, I started to learn how the 

news runs here, they gets the most accurate news and they cross-check everything. Without being 

sure about something they wouldn't air any news. While a lot of prominent newspapers are opening 

online portals and there are already some established online portal in the country operating with 

great agility, Bangladesh Betar is somewhat slower than them which we have always criticised. 

Working there for the time being taught me that they are more into accuracy than losing credibility 

by airing any unconfirmed news without fact checking by the controller(s).  

 

Most of the learning was similar to my learning at university from the course, but sometimes the 

delivery was different as not everyone was taught by the same teacher of practice everything in the 

same manner.  

 

Working with them really made huge impact in my learning.  
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4.2. Expectation and outcome 

 

Truth to be told, I didn't have much of an expectation. We all believe in a notion that Bangladesh 

Betar is quite late while disseminating news, they air the same news again and again, and their 

presentation is boring. Although, I still agree with the last one at some extents but the other blames 

are utterly invalid. Joining here, I have seen how the news is been edited and added news 

information or trimmed every hour. The central newsroom is a literal war-zone, where controllers 

are lieutenants, captains and warriors compiling, writing, editing, trimming and polishing every 

news to air. The rush is captivating, heart pumping. The environment is so amazing that how ebery 

hour goes by, one cannot really know. It was quite a ride for me and one that I shall always 

remember.   
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4.3. Skills developed during my internship 

 

Throughout my 11(eleven) semester at Daffodil International University, studying in Journalism 

and Mass Communication has taught me a lot about writing, editing news and quite a lot about 

mass communication as well. But as I previously mentioned, studying is not complete without 

practical knowledge and skills. This is exactly why internship is important. In an internship, we get 

to know how to work in a field or in a newsroom or in human resources and communication sectors.  

 

All these studies leads to a job or entrepreneurship. But for that, we need to understand how the an 

organisation works. And internship helps us out to bridge the gap between classroom knowledge 

and practical knowledge. And my internship was not different than that at all.  

 

I have already learned about gathering, compiling, writing, editing and polishing news. But working 

here honed my ability to do the thing I have learned in last few years in my university courses.  
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4.4. How this experience will help me in my future career 

 

Internship is all about relating theoretical knowledge to field and also sharpening the knowledge 

that has already acquired. To my belief, the things I have learned a lot at Bangladesh Betar as the 

learnings were very relatable to my course materials at university.  

 

As a result, I believe, like my theoretical knowledge on how to deliver a good report/news, my 

practical knowledge is now improved as well. So, when I shall go for a job, I am hopeful I shall be 

better at doing my job now than before this internship.   
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSION 

 

  



32 ©Daffodil International University 

 

5.1 SWOT analysis 

 

SWOT is the abbreviation for Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats. SWOT analysis is 

a process of summarising these attributes of a person or an organisation to describe them in a very 

few points than to write pages. The strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats about 

Bangladesh Betar are listed below.  
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5.2 Recommendations 

 

Bangladesh Betar is the only state-owned radio station with a glorified past and lots of recognition. 

Betar so well equipped that they can actually transmit in the remotest areas like on top of the 

Chattogram Hill Tracts, also in the Bay of Bengal. Almost all the employees are Bangladesh Civil 

Service(BCS) Cadres. Thus, they are highly qualified and they are humble and very friendly.  

 

Although, Betar doesn't essentially take interns, I was very lucky to land an internship there. And it 

changed my way of seeing government organisations. A lot of us, we have misconception that a 

government organisation is a place where no work is done properly. (If possible) I urge these people 

to visit the central newsroom and stay there for an hour or two to observe how it runs, because it 

does not stop. 22 bulletins in a day, broadcasting all accurate news is not a very easy task.  

 

So, my recommendation is, if anyone gets a chance to be an intern in this organisation, s/he would 

take the chance without giving it a second thought. But one thing for sure, if someone wants to 

learn, s/he can learn it from anywhere, but need to work hard.  
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Conclusion 

 

Internship is a basically the road to someone's career. One get to know the applications and 

opportunities of their theoretical studies of the recent past. Internship is an opportunity to explore 

one's relevant field without the fear of falling down as it is a phase of learning and everyone is there 

to help. One can make as many mistakes at this period of time (which is not advised, at all) and ask 

a lot of questions about anything and everything and everyone usually is happy to answer all the 

queries.  

 

Internship is more likely the phase of a toddler who just started to talk and always have questions on 

top of their head. They keep on asking until their curiosity is fulfilled. To my consideration, an 

intern should curios, but should be considerate and always ask relevant questions.  

 

Bangladesh Betar gave me a great environment and a great deal of experience. The employees took 

me very well and I sure have learnt a lot about news, respecting the hierarchy and punctuality. I 

shall forever remember these virtues because I believe; these will take me in a prosperous future. 

 

Last but not least, I am very proud that I am finishing my Bachelors' with this very internship report 

from an esteemed institution, Daffodil International University. I would not have come this far 

without the teachers, structure and environment this university had offered. And obviously the 

Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, which had shaped me into the person I am 

now, of whom I can bravely say I am proud of. 
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Edited news of the death of Stephen Hawking that came in from BBC 

 

 

  



38 ©Daffodil International University 

 

 

Translated the death news of Stephen Hawking 

 

  



39 ©Daffodil International University 

 

 

Indian Premier League news for hourly bulletin 
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Indian Premier League news for hourly bulletin 
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Indian Premier League news for hourly bulletin 
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Edited a news on an Indian road accident news from BSS and XINHUA  
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IPL news for the Sports Bulletin  

 


